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Via Internet, role
of library changes
at breakneck speed

ues to serve our community's information
and resource needs, and does so in an envi-
ronment that is not only continususly changing,
but doing so at breakneck speed.
In the last three years, the world of informn-
tion ilable at the Farmi Com-
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W State lawmakers are
considering a divorce
refonn package that

munity Library has grown exponentinlly through
internet aceess. In addition to several available
“gopher” and World Wide Web resources, the
library subscribes to magazine indexes (with full
text articles), a health resource collection and an
ever increasing number of refercnce tools. These
services are not only available for the public to
use in the library branches, bul nm nlso accessi-
ble from home d
through the Metro Net acr\'m.- oﬂ‘cred

d make splitting up
more difficult.

By MARY RODRIQUE
STAFF WRITER

After twenty
seven ycars of
marrioge, Judy
thought her life
was quite comfort-

‘The library’s mission incl g time-
1y, accurate information™. In u)dnyn age oi‘u:ch-
nology, we find that in order to satisfy our com-
munity's needs we have to turn to alternative
resources, such as the intermet. The very charac-
ter of information is changing from print to digi-
tal formats. Many resources, including many
governmental publieations, are enly available on
line. We know that the community demands
such resources, as evidenced by the many classes
we offer each week through the library.

Since May 1994, our library staff has trained
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able. She had a
nice home in Farmington Hills, good
health, two children growing into
aduithood, and a husband carning a
good living.

But the good life ended carlier this
year when Judy's husband left her.

“Since my husband decided to just
up and leave, I have no say in the
matter because of no fault divoree,”
said Judy (not her real namo),

*There are many of us apouses
who have and will get our lives and
futures trashed because of the ease

of divorce in Michigan.”

Judy is menitering the progress of
n divoree reform package introduced
by state Rep, Jessie Dalman, R-Hol-
land, in Lansing,

House Bill 5635 proposes couples
complete a premarital education
program beforo being issued a mar-
riage license, Couples choosing not
to participato in a program will have
to wait 60 daya for a license. The
bill passed the House last Thursday
and moved to the Senate.

House Bill 4432 is more complicat-
ed nnd controversial. It proposes a
three tier divorce system: consent,
no consent and legal separate main-
tenance.

In situations vhere both parties
consent to a divoree, a no fault stan-
dard would remain, In situations
where minor children are involved,
both parties would be required to
participate in 8 pre divorce educa-
tion program. In situations where
there ave no minor children and
total assets of less.than $25,000,
both parties can obtain a divorce by
filling out a standard court form

alleging the no fault grounds,

In cases where one party does not
consent to the divoree, an individual
may file for lagal separate mainte-
nance. After the expiration of a four
year time period, the individual may
file for a no fault divoree,

Houso re.

pre-marital counseling, ahe has
reservations about going back to
fault finding. She also notes that
forcing an unwilling apouse to stay
in an unhappy marriage could lead
to abuso.

"l‘hcm nhnuld be more equitable
Usually the hus?

the stato bar to require family law
practitioners to receive certification
in family law. Theso two measurcs
remain in the House J udiciary Com-
mittee,

“Some of the bills arc good, espo-
cinlly where minor children are
involved,” said stato Rep. Jan Dolan,
R-Farmington Hills.

“The interests of children are most
important. That's what I think is
one of our biggest problems. There
are a lot of kids out there with a lot
of anger.”

According to Ma, magarine, wom-
en's standard of living drops 83 per-
cent after divorce while mens rise 10
to 16 percent. Also, more than 60
percent of fathers pay no child sup.
port after fivo years.

While Dolan favors the idea of

band is llving well and !.he wife is on
welfare. I have frionda who have
been through ft.

“It's too onsy to got married,”
Dolan continued, “Maybe somothing
should be done on that end.”

Judy's husband left last March.
‘Two days later, she was served with
divorce papers.

“I was in shock,” sho said. *I write
him letters, try to encourage him to
come back. He has his own apart.
ment.”

Judy has training as a nurse, but
sho has been out of the work force
for several years,

“I took a refrasher course last
year, but still couldn't find a job,”
she said.
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Samuel & Sons; Michael, Andre and Eli...
Welcome you to explore and enjoy the creativity and talent of our unique
designs with real manufacturer’s prices

Platinum tension setting only by Massoud's

Qur profound experience as Master Jewelers helps you
learn about diamonds before you buy.

Join thousands of satisfied customers and choose with
confidence & trust from our wide selection of hand-made
artistic jewelry in 14K, 18K & Platinum

ONE YEAR LAYAWAY ¢ NO INTEREST

Jewelers

Four Generations of Craftsmanship
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