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MOVIES

o d

Romantle: Freddie (Cameron Diaz) and Jjaks (Keanu
Reeves) star in "Feeling Minnesota.”

——
TICKETS
PLEASE

JOHN
MONAGHAN

‘Minnesota’ gifreé black

There is an
audience out
thore for
“Feeling

Minnesota” and
I don't think I
want to know
any of it. This
tedious black
comedy from
the producers of
“Pulp Fiction”
and “Got
Shorty”  will
appeal to the

kind of viewer that laughs at
any violence in the movies,

whether it's meant to be funny

L ¥

him into the bathroom for quick
sex thon begs him to take her
with him, which of course he
does, tailed by the vengeful
groom.The surprises intended
for the movie's second half are
almost insulting.

First-time writer/director
Steven Baigelman haa cither
soon too many movics or not
cnough, fashioning a mystery
that even the most casunl movie-
goer will successfully second-
guess. The movie calls for a
strong loading man to negotinto
the noirish twists and turns but
has Reeves instead. He's such o
lousy actor that the few good sit-
uationa (like Jjaks' masked
stickup of a gas station where

or not.

The movie was actually held
back nearly a year as its veleas-
ing company, Fine Line, searched,
for a desirable window to open it
in. Without Keanu Reaves as
atay, it might have gone atraight
to video.

“Foeling Minnesota” finds a
pair of brothers in love with the
same woman. Sam (played by
Vincent D'Onofrio) starts out the
loser, a bookkeeper for a local
drug nnd flesh peddler who gives
him a sexy bride (Carmen Diaz)
as a bonus. She wants nothing to
do with him.

His jailbird brother, Jjaks
(E{ccvcnl, reluctantly shows up to
the h : rut i
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i by the bride, She lures  the attendant immediately iden-

“A Conoy Drgant Tran

It’s irresislihle fun...sinfully satisfying.”
ETER TRAVERS, ROLLING STONE
“The fun, unfurls in wicked ways!
A sparkling, grown-up comedyy.”

GENE SHALIT, TODAY

“Great stars, great fun.”

JOEL SIEGEL, GOOD MORNING AMERICA
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tifiea him) fall flat.

'Onofrio, first seen na a pri-
vate pushed to the limit in “Full
Metal Jacket,” has made a career
out of off-kilter charactors. He
tries to bring some polgnance to
the dumb-as-rocks Sam, who ia
too stupid to be either menncing
or funny.

The big loser in “Foeling
Minnosota” is Cameron Diaz,
who opens with this and the mis-
fire Ed Burns comedy “She's the
One" within tho same month.
She's actually sexy and funny in
the early acenes, a wild childina
dirty wedding dress looking for a
wny out.Not every movic has to
have a message, but black come-
dies work best when they do.

From “Dr. Strangelave” to the
recent “Te Die For,” they use
death and violence as means to
an ond, not their whole reason
for being.The violence in the
movie is numbing, nearly two
hours of the brothors chewing
ench othera’ ears off and engag-
{ng in ritunlistic gnmes of Rock,
Raper Scissora. (Think of it as
The Threc Stooges, but with
bloed). “Feeling Minnesota™ hits
one note in its view of men as
overgrown kids who still pelt
rocks ot each ather.In the ond,
it's the audience that feels pum-
meled, by o movie as stupid and
pathetic as its moin characters.

John Monaghan welcomes
your calls and comments, To
lcave him a voice mail message,
dial (313) 963-2047 on o touch-
tone phone, mailbox 1866.

COMING
ATTRACTIONS

Scheduled ta open Friday, September 20
“LAST MAN STANDING™

This remoks of Akisa Kurosawa's
“Yojlmbo* takes place in Texes ond it’s
Prohibition time with one man embat-
ticd between rival gangstors over tha
1iguor business. Stars Bruce Willis,
Bruce Dern.

“THE FIRST WIVES CLUB™

Cumedy based on the best-salling novel
about three women who get back at
their husbands wha have fef them for
younges women, Stars Bette Midler,
Goldie Hawn, Diane Keaton, and Maggie
Smith,

Scheduled (o open Friday, September 27
“THE LEOPARD SON™

Exclusively ot the Star John R. Filmed In
Tanzonla, this documentary traces the
path of a young Ieopard on his journey
to odutthood.

"BIQ NIGHT™

Film abotdt two immigrant brothers, their
Itatian restaurant that is losing busl-
ness, and theis compatitor they turn to
for help. Stars Stenley Tuccl who is atso
directing, tsabella Rossetlinl.

*2 DAYS IN THE VALLEY®

An 8l star cast ster in this story about
a bizaree murder and the ton eccentric
characters wrapped up In the plot. Stars
Danny Alello, Terl Hatcher, Seff Danlets.
*ED'S NEXT MOVI"

Exclusively tn Ann Arbor, A fresh roman-
tic comedy about 8 Wisconsin natlve
‘who lands 8 Job In New York and leorns
to endure the trials and tribulations es
woll 83 the surprsing rewards that life
in that city can provide. Stars Matt
Ross, Callle Thorne and Kevin Carroll,
“EXTREME MEASURSS™

A medicat thifler sbout & doctor who
siumbles 0o a private resaarch pro-
gram that has an unthinkable teuth at
s core, Stars Hugh Grant, Gene
Hackman, Sarah Jessica Parker,

Scheduled to open Friday, Oct. 4
“GLIMMER MAN®

An Indepandent police lieutenant spe-
clalizing in serial murders must tasm up

with a reluctent and ressntfut detective -

from homicide to trock down an elusive
kifier stalking familles In suburban Los.
Anguies. Stars Stavan Seagel and
Keenen Ivory Weyans.

“SWELT NOTHING®

A micHevel Wait Street axecutive, lured
by the guick. easy money avaliabls from
selling crack, bacomes entangled in
downward spiral of addition and faces
Iosing everything, even his life, 83 he
struggles to free himsalf of the drug and
his desperete soclety of crackheads and
dealors. Stars Michsel Impetioll, Mira
Sorvina and Payl Caderon,

“TMAT THENQ YOU DOt

The story of “The Wonders,” a rock and
101l band from Erle, Pennsylvania whose
Ppoputar song, “That Thing You Dol® is
sbout to change tha lives of the band
membets forover. Stars Tom Everett
Scoft, Liv Tyler, and Tom Hanks.

10 opon Friday, Oct. 11

“CURILED™

A black comedy set against the vibrant
Latin backdrop of Aismi. The story of a

=

young woman with a lifelong fescination -

with murder. Stars Willeen Baldwin,



