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Price tag is lower,

By SHARON FLESHER
Special to tha Record-Eagla

he cowds are lighter,
the weather {s still
pleasant, and accom-
modationa are more
affordable.

For vacationers who visit
northern Michigan after Labor
Day, deals abound, Since
touriam drops substantially onco
school achedulea resume and put
a crimp on family travel, hate
and resorts offer many discount
packages to tempt the remain-
mng rs — mostly seniors,
eougles and golfers.

Most hotels and resorts offer
some version af a fall discount
package, creating a variety of
:guem for travelers, Sometimes

o package ia a direct rate dis-
count; others might throw in
free goll or casino vouchers.

At northern Michigan's most
famed resort, the Grand Hotel
on Mackinac Island, guests may
choose between a three-night
stay with a fourth night free or
a two-night stay with a third
night at holf price. The offer,
which includea full breakfaat
and a five-course dinner daily, is
valid during scl dntes —
mostly weeknights — during

tember.

Other Mackinac Island hotels
offer discounted rates on select-
ed dates, mostly mid-week, dur-
ing the fal] scnson. At the
by géi:gsl{omt, for mpxg:f,

o $64.95 per person nightly
rate includes da’;ccoonts on

meals.
In the Gaylord ares, the big
fall attraction ia golf. Most
courses reduce rates, combine
greens fees with lodging pack-
ages or offer enticements such
as unlimited golf,

Marsh Ridge, for cxample,
begins "Thermometer Golf™ Oct.
1. The greens fee for two play-
cora is equal to the temperature
when the golfers arnive, with the
maximum fee set at $60 for two
with a cart.

Golfers may choose from two
wid-week %ﬁu at Hidden
'lVa eyin(l:;yl : one night’s
T
$

id

1]
o%ing plus 18 holes is $55, two
'lssta lodging plua 54 haoles is

‘Weekend rates generally arce
higher at most resorts. At
Shanty Creek near Bellnire, the
mid-week package rate is $67
per person; Bomth ds are $99

include accommaodations, break-
fast, fitneas center entry, day
care, shuttle service and o
choice of 18 holes of golf or din-

ner,

Non-golfers have plenty of
choices, too, For cxample, the
Bayshore in Traverse
City offers a Romance Package,
which includes lodging, fresh
flowers, cham; e and choco-
lates, souvenir cham; o

& conti TBe

and n spa basket. Gamblers
o%t for?re casino dmﬁe. may
which includes Jodging, break-
fast and a $50 voucher at the
Leelanau Sands Casino. Rates
for both packnges depend on
type of room and date.
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crowds are thi

Bayshoro Resort photo
Most of the region's resorts and hotels offer discounts and

packages for fall visitors. For example, the Bayshore
Resort in Traverse City offers a Romance Package thaot
includes champagne, flowers and chocolates.

Some hotels use themes to
attract guests on certain week-
ends. Petoskey'’s Terrace Inn fea-

tures o
Birchwood Inn in Harbor

uare Dance weekend
and a Halloween weekend. The

Q

9th Annual Grand Traverse

§ FALL

OCTOBER WEEKENDS
Sat, & Sun. 10 a.m.4 pam.
1.800-937-1644 ¢ (616) 938-9160

COME SEE OUR PUMPKIN TREES!
I ROM GIRANDMA § KITCHEN
Cider & Donuta + Homemade Fudge

Sausage * Plevalean

land.Dipped Tee Cream
Homemade Jams & Cherry Ssucos

Make your own cider on our antique cider press.

CIDER PRESS

APPLES - ARPLES - APPLLS

U-PICK PUMPKIN PATCH

BARNYARD PLETTING
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Fall
Fam!
Fan
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. ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES

Plenlo Heot Dog Ro
Area, Ho " lﬂ‘“

Cormn Maxe,
Troley Rides, U-Pick Grapes &
N

GETTING AWAY FROM IT ALL

nner in September, October

oy
)

(1
The senior market is
a very crucial part of
our fall business, not
only because they
can travel in the fall,
but because the rates

go down,
Diane Dakins

Springs offers a lodging package
g&h a fall shoreline bicyeling
ur.
Fall color weekends are s0
putar that rates at many
otels nnd resarts are comparn-
ble Lo peak summer scoson rates
during those dates, usually late
September through mid-October
in narthern lower Michigan.

Resort Shutdle Service,
Starting at

OCTOBE

! 18 Holes o Golf Inchding Cat :
| [t Nonder Thersiey @ Shanty Creek Golf Club $50. |
! e e vy ®Schuss Mountain. 1
| Sy Golf Club $70.1
1 ﬂmum oThe Legend 3]10‘)

1-800-678-+111

Fall Free Recreation

 Spree Getaway .

Includes: 18 holes of Golf with Shared Cart on The Shanty Creek
Golf Course OR Dinner, One Nights Lodging, Fitness Center Entry,
1-itour Bike Rental, Unlimited Tenals, Day Care, Breakfast,

$67

September 1 - October, 1996 — Midweck Only (Sunday-Thursday)

‘October 4-6, 1996
Oom-p-pah! Come have fun wiands playing,
dancing, singing and games for the whole family.
2 Day Package $]50 per person, per stay

1 Day Package $75 per person, per stay
Call for detalls.
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2 For1 Fall Golf Special

*Tourism will definitely drop
off nfter Labor Day,” said Diane
Dokina of the Peloskey Area
Visitors Burcau, “But the lost
two weeks of September and the
firat two weeka of October, it's
right back up there.”

owaver, midweck rates offer
value, especially for scnfors who
havo flexible travel schedules,
Color tours are eapecinlly popu-
lar with that market, too, area
tourism officers aaid.

“The senjor morket is o very
cruciol part of our fall business,
not only because they can travel
in the fnll, but because the rates
fo down, they tend to travel in
tho fall,” Dakins said.

Senior conch tours during
color seasan are big business,
said Charlie Whinham of the
Troverso City Convention and
Visitors Bureau,

“That's who we're strong with
in the fall,” he snid.
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We erlonk \othing.
Eneept A Of Sarthern Micliigan.




