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View ‘Salmon Olympics’ from a variet

By QGORDON CHARLES
Rocord-Eagle ouldoor editor

ne of autunvs nost
thrilling sighta is the
Jumping of a chinook or

cohig salmon. And even
if you don't happen to bo a aport
fisherman with one of these sil-
very warriors on the end of fyour
line, you can stil) share in the
excitement,

Thia is the time of year when
the brilliant battlers are burine.
ning to lenve Lake Michigan and
other big watera to enter their
spawninf atrenma. They per-
form their duties, then die there,
ns ia commanplace with all such
Pacific salimon.

Durning the past few deeades,
these exciting importa from the
\Weat Const have become 80 pop-
ular that everything possible in
being done te puarantee their
welfare. From the very begin-
ning, it has been neceasary for
the Department of Natural
Resources to eapture enough
salmnn in the streams to obtain
CRES.

The eggs are then used to
continue production in n number
of state hntcheries, which in
turn ave the sources for atocking
the little fish in the Great
Lakes,

In order to make auch cgg-
taking casier, the DNR haa con-
structed n number of weirs
where the migrating adult
snlmon can be captured. Small

- :TRY ONE ON.

B New"'lio'l:l;n

dama havy been ;iluccd in gotne
places and the salmon try to got
paat thein in order to reach their
spawning grounds.

Before entering the planned
trapping sites, many ot the big
chinook nnd coho zalmon try to
jump the dams, a usuatly Mitile
effort. While doing ro, howover,
they put en n apectacular shaw
of muacular silver, leaping from
the water, ime nnd ngain, on
thoy try te scale the dom. When
thoy finally diacaver that won't
work, they end up inside the
egg-toking aren.

here are a number of spota
to obsorve these Salman
Olympica. Right in Travere
City, the Hanrdman River hns o
heavy salmon run every fall and
rome ¢nn be seen approaching
the weir where the nver runs
under the Front Street Bridge.
The Leland River also has a
dom at Fishtown that ia popular
with salmon-watchera,

The highest longfra though,
tend to gather at the Platte
River Hatchery juat east of
Honor. A dam there blocka the
huge run of coho salman that try
to leap the structure. They try,
time after time, but finally give
up and uwi::n onlinlo tho hateh-
ery maze of pools,

Tho weir on the Little
Manistee River near Stronach is
whero the much larger chinook
aalmen shaw up each autumn.
‘Thaey, too, find their progress

show of
welrs,

they finatly enter the hatchery
traps. If you don't know the
areq, nak for directiona,

You can also find salmon try-
ing[‘l’o jump their way upstream
at Tippy Dam on tho Big Monis-

Dlocked and leap ooy ufar silver, |
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Autumn one

By GORDON CHARLES
Recond-Eagle outdoor editor

Too many northern Michj
anglers pack away their tackle
and turn all of their attention to
hunting como autumn, But that
can be a serious mistake.

teo River, not too far from the
Little Manistee weir. Il you get
to Ludington, check out the dam
at Hamlin Lake in Ludington
State Park. i, too, haa a heavy
autumn run of big salmon.

Fall can offer some of the
finest fishing found during any
season. Coho and chinook
anlman come in near stream
mouths, figuring on spawnin
aoon in the upper renches. Lfost

such rivers remain open even
past the traditiona) closing of
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Olympic Jumpers they're not, but when salmon head upstream, they put on a spectacular
ping from the water time and again at the DNR egg-taking

v

These piscatorial athlctes
ncem to enjoy the challenge of
high-jumping. Se will you when
you tnke the time to watch themn
on a colorful autumn day in
northern Michigan.

of best fishing seasons

the regular trout scason Sept.
30. In theac waters, a skilled
fishermnn can tompt a salmon
into striking or encounter a hun-
steelhoad or brown trout.
nland Jakes are virtually
deserted in the fall, but the
explorer who puts in a boat can
find northern pike, muskel-
lunge, walleye, largemeuth and
smallmouth basa, pe:
bluegills and other panfish,

Although some Lake Michigan
waters closc to Iake trout fishing
in Soptember, inland Jakes with
Jakora remain opon all year.
Most inland Jakes also romain

n for the other trout species,
although brook trout in streams
are taboo aftor Soptemboer.

Michigan daily limita ave gen-
erous, For salmon and trout, a
mixed catch of five is allowed na
long as it contains no more thon
three of tho same spocies. An
excoption is lake trout, with only
two por day.
1( it's bass, walleyes and
northern pike You‘n aftor, thot
daily limit is also five for a
mixed stringer. Bass have to be
at loast 14 inchos; walleyes, 15;
and pike 24 inchea.

There arc no size limits on
Boardman Lake or Lake
Dubonnet (Mud Laoke) near
Interlochon, where thers are so
many northern pike that mizo
1limits have been remaved. The
five-fish limit still in in force,
though. .




