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The flavors of fall

Find them at seasons|

many farm markets

BY A. C. McMULLEN

hining red
apples, aquash
{n ila various
shapes and
colors, bright
cars of Indinn
com, baskets
of dark hluelm'des.
succulent tomntoes,
tender zucchint, bun-
dlea of fresh herba
and, of course, bins of
umpkins — afl the
elicious bounty of the
season's harvest
mokes autumn prime

the d ds af their
genoration and are now
opon 7 daya,
"We nlways went by
| the honor syutem,”
Heidi sayn, “People -
would come by, pick aut
what lhoi' wanted, and
loave their monoy in
. P the jar. But the wrong
N 3 lx-o lo found out about
“} it. We maved indoors
thin year for the first
time,”

W'inberxmn Herbs
nnd Potpourni ia a farm

timo for farmer’s mar-
kets in northerm Michigan,

Many peaple consider fall the end.
Time to put away tho boat. Time to shut.
ter the coltage. Time to await tho
inevitable coming of winter, But farm
marketa aro just coming into their glory.
Acres of vegetable erops are at their lav.
ish and beautiful beat, and #o are the
flower gardena that frequently welcome
shoppers to the farm

Avisit to a farm market {5 an essential
ingredient in your fall color tour, a won-
detful way to get to know some real, salt-
of-the-carth northern Michigani And

market with a twist,

Mary Lee Huber and her family have
worked for 12 years to develop the thriv.
ing businosa that ahoweasea her primary
emphasia: flowers and herbs.

aing beautiful things from the farm
to provide a natural acathetic for the
home has been a succesaful niche for
Wintergreon, Huber atarted the businoss
80 sho oo\&d be a stay-at-home mom and

ti use the inl
sho developed during a caroer in market.
ing ond sales.
ted on Burnett Road east of U.S,

31 bet Charlevoix and Petoskey, a

~need we say — it's the beat way to get
fresh, locally grown produce picked at the
peak of its texture and flavor.

For many, a trip to the farm markel is
n !hrioo-wce&dy event, That way, they got
the eriapest lettuce, the snappieat green
beana, the newest new potatoes. But for
those who aren't fortunate cnough to live
in rurnl America, farm market ! oppingh
is strictly o holiday m:tivit?w during whic
they stock up on h inlt

onco acil-poor meadaw now blooms with
themo gardens that Huber loves to design
for hor clientelo. Stroll the shade garden,
the fragrance garden, the Shakespoarcan
gardon, the Biblical garden, the rock wall
garden, the cottage gardon and so on.

When the plants E:ve peaked, they are
plucked for fresh flower bouquats, dried
and worked into everlasting wreaths and
arrangementa, They'ro also tossed inta

d oils for potp d in

jama, jellies, honey, horseradish and
other condimenta that celebrate the good-
nesa of Mother Earth's gifta and thoe skill
af the person in the kitchen,
en the autumn air is tinged

with the soent of fallen deaves
fallen apples are gathered and

ressed ig(to‘ﬁ\ssh cgdcrA _d snoﬂm‘

arm market specinlty. t-
ted chrysanthemums for thg?ust
splagh of color in your landscape,
ot gourds and dried flowers to
keap a reminder of life during
the dormant season,

Ono of the granddaddies of
farm markets in the Potoskey
arca is Hinkley's, located a half-
mile west of the iew Mall
on Sheridan Street.When the
Hinkley family began the farm
market 45 yoara ago, thero was
nathing on their crop and tree-
covered hillsides to indicate the
arca would ever be nipped away
by urban sprawl.

Today, that feoling of being
*aut in the country” still prevails,
evon though the beaten path has
gotton closor to the garage that
uur:?a “th t}loir g'wre‘ "

ew things have changed,
however. Whon the Hinklays
originally sponed their market,
the words “No Sunday Trade"
were painted on the walla,
'l‘odn)ga meration of Hinkleys,
Fred and Heidi, have bowed to

The Power ToSalisfy.

P Ti oT P
vinegar to lend thowr flaver to creative

chefa,
To round out the aclection of herbal
and floral decorative itoms Huber and

Want to Ride the Finest? Ride Yamaha!

« Factory tralned mechanics
- Full line Yamaha accessories

«Gas & oll

*Snowmoblle rentals

Windjammer Marina
U.S. 31 North
Oden, Michigan 30764
{8 miies N. of Petoskey)

616-347-6103

«Parking area across
= Snowmobile pats  the street from tralls

Record-Eagle/A.C. McMulien

Crowds alwaya tum out for tall produce at Bill's Farm Market in Petoskey.

her sistor, Alice Dunkel, produce,
Wintergreen also carriea a variety of
condimenta and cosmetics with herbal
nnd floral ingredicnts.

In the process of buildi:
Huber has given her son, nt, n taste
of entreprencurship. Dunkel's daughter,
Holly, also has sampled the business
world. They help in the gardens, charm
the customers and sometimes even sell

their own garden vegetables,

That's how Bill McMaster got started
back in elementary achool, His family
eneourxed him to set a tablo of uce
out on the road in front of their farm on
East Mitchell Road. He went away to col-
loge and got his bachelor's degree’in busi-
ness, But as the saying goes, you can
take tho bey from the farm, but you cant
take the farm from the bay.

McMaster came back home and before
long wan back into cultivating, planting,
woeding, harvesting and selling garden
produce, In 1982, he put up the building

her busineas,

now known aa Bill's Farm Market, which
in soason, koepa McMaster worlcng
longer and harder than many CEOs,
When winter comes, he puts on a contrac-
torl')c hat aa:! pounds nails, MeM

uril e growing season, aster
chats wxqs‘ old family frionds who come to
{nquire about his mother and pick up o
couple of vine-ripened tomatoes. He

* questions and works

ebout 50 acrea of farmland, some of it
planted in Christmas trees but most of it
n sweet com, cabbage, potatoes, garden

tables nnd flowors.

is fall, because summer arrived so -
Inte, Bill and other farmers are hoping
for an extended warm season, And
they've addod Christmas trees and
wreaths to their inventory of goods so
theyli bo open well beyond the drop of
the last pretty leaf.
54l], there's nothing like a golden

autumn a oon to bring out the best in
the farm market way of life.
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