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Minimum wage hike bill criticize

BY TIM RICHARD
BTAFF WRITER

Tho state Houso of Represen-
tatives has pnsacd and sent to
‘the Senate a minimum wage
hike bill that a critic satd should
be enlled the “Youth Unemploy-
ment Act."

‘The vote waa an overwhelming
94-12. But the Sept. 10 vote
Lelted the flurry of amendmenta
nimed elther giving it more teeth
or filing thewm down.

*This bill takes care of hourly
workers who do not fall under
the federal minimum wage
{ows," said Republican Sandra
1ifl of Montrose. "It is the only
fair thing to do, and it necded to
be done quickly.”

"This amendment, like the one
before it, should bo titled the
Youth Unemployment Act," Rep,
Greg Kazn, R-Rachestor Hills,
anid at ene point in the debate,

“Young people, predominantly
teonagers working poart-time,
will have a harder time finding a
job if these nmendments are
enacted into law in Lansing.
Numerous economic studies
have shown that jobs have been
eliminated when amendments
such ns these have been enacted
in the past. These nmendments
are Job killers."

Kaza voted no on final passnge
as did 11 other Republicans,
inctuding Penny Crisaman of
Rochester, Gerald Law of Ply-
mouth and Dan Gustafson of
Williamston,

Opgposing the bill was the
National Fodorati Ind

P
dent Business (NFIB). Lobhyist
Charles Owens said its members
tend to be family-owned busi-
nesses,

Gov. John Engler indicated he
would sign this version if it
renches his desk.

"Most businesses in the state
nlready pay above the minimum
wage in order to attract and
retain quality workers,” Owens
said. "NFIB and its more than
23,000 Michigan members
believe the marketplace, not the
government, should determine
the wage and prices of business
and commerce."

Housc Rill 6180:

* Increases the state mini-
mum wage from $3.35 per hour
to $4.76 beginning Oct. 1. It'a the
firat atate increase since 1981,
said sponsor Bob Emerson, D-
Flint, who chided Republicans
for waiting 20 months to act an
hia bill,

Roads
from page A6

Road interests call the 6-cent
diesel discount ia a *loophole”
that should be repealed. It's a
tax break for truckers to keep
them from filling up in Indiann
before entering Michigan.

* Which taxes should be

cut?

Clearly the sales tax on fuel
will be a target, but school inter-
ests will renist giving it up.
Road intercsts argue, however,
thnt all road-oricnted taxes
should be dedicated to trana-
portation.

And if the fuel tax is raised,
business groups argue other
taxes should be cut — prefer-
ably the single businesa tax.

*» Who should get the bulk
of the now monoy?

Currently, the Michigan
Department of Transportation
by Iaw gets 39.1 percent, the
counties 39.1 percent, and citiea
and villages 21.8 percent.

Engler wants any new tax
revenue to go entirely to the
state road system — those with
an I (for interstate), U.S. and M-
numbers. As former MDOT
director Pat Nowak said,
"Which wound does the doctor
treat — a severed artery or a
seratched finger?”

County road associations say
local roads need a piece of the
pie, too, pointing to other states
where the transportation
department tokes a amaller
share than MDOT. Their
‘favorite argument: The state
has only 8 percent of the total
rond aystem — 9,700 of the
118,000 miles.

The counties also argue that
MDOT soaks up 75 percent of
all federal aid coming into
Michigan, too.

Engler precipitated a political
crisis Jate in 1995 when he uni-
laterally decreed that MPOT
should take three years' worth
of federal aid from countics and
cities. The Southeast Michigan
‘Council of Governments engi-
neercd a compromise under
which MDOT took & lioa's share
for ono year but reverted to the

» Increasea tho wage to $6.16
an hour on Sept, 1, 1087,

* 8ota the “tip-credit” wage at
76 percent of the minimum
wage. Thus, the scrvice-industry
wage for employees who got tips
rlsza to $3.66 an hour Oct, 1 and
$3.86 an hour on Sept. 1, 1967,

» Applics to an estimated
130,000 workers. B

« Boosta the "training wage"
{for workors under age 20 from
$3.36 to 84.26 for the first 80
daya of employment.

o Allnws emblovees who work

overtimo to choose betwoen a
pay rate of 1.5 times the wage or
to take off compensatory time of
1.6 hours for each hour of over-
time.

¢ Applies to businesaes not
covored by the foderal overtime
act . those with groas recelpts of
loss than 8500,000 a year that
aren’t engaged in Interstate com-
merce,

The new bill brings Michigan's
wage law in line with a recontly
vassed federal law. The federal

rate, however, wns increased to
$4.25 in 1991,

d Guns from page A9

underge weapons tralning,
Hogan said, with emphasis on
knowing when the weapon can
lﬁgnklly be drawn, dispinyed or

The House saftened the bill for
buai that employ | “Apnli
summer help, :

The riew rates becomo offective
at the end of the summers and
st the tralning wage petiod 50
days, the length of tho

p have a constitu-
tional right to ¢arry a wenpon,”
he said. “But 1 would reserve the
right to Interview thom first.”
Qulnenbl‘:rry aaid the s.hall;m‘

Beason.

Refer to House Bill 4180 when
writing to your state senator,
State Capilol, Lansing 48909,

has gi ly voted for
CCW permits to qualified appli-
cants. . .

But Nlchols favors reatricted
permits — rather thaf dinre-

stricted permits — for those whé'
can not demonstrate a danger to
his ar her Jife or property.

Roatricted permits enable o
person to carry a concoaled
weapon {o a target range or for
buainess reasons.

“I'm not sure the memders pre-
sent liked what 1 had to say
about Sheriff Nichols’ philono.
phy,” aatd Quiasrborry. “But
that's his posltion.”

Nichola, 77, {8 a resident of
Novi who {s séeking his fourth
consecutive four-yenr term.

old farmula in the second and
‘third years.
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