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MOVIES

BY DOLORES BARCLAY
ASSOCIATED PRESS ARTS EDIVOR

“Fly Awny Home" is a richly
ding movie that

lo tauch all the right buttons
without slipping into a vat of
snccharine, [t's the best family
movie to emerge this yenor, but it
is more than that: It's a film that
easily will find a place on the
same shelf as “Babe,” “The Black

address to:
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In every

life there

comes a

time when T
that dream you dream ' sm==l g

becomes f.hat thing you do. A Tom Hanks film.

‘Win a screenin g pass
good for 2 people!
Simply send a postcard with your name, phone number and
THAT THING YOU DO! OXE CONTEST
2701 UNIVERSITY DRIVE

AUBURN HILLS, MI 48326 .
Enmas must be reeewed by 5 p.m., I'\'Adny, Sept. 27. 100
will be

Stallion” and “Black Benucy
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Heartwarming story: Anna Paquin stars as 13 year-oId Amy Alden who dlscuvcrs a
nest of goose eggs and brings them home to hatch in “Fly Away Home.”

‘Fly Away Home’ wonderful story

helms the produut\un with care

In a scason of
rational and message movma
that often missed the point, “Fly
Away Home" offers positive val-
ues nbout integrity, love, fear
and loneliness and reinforces a
strong sentiment in life: Any-
thing is possible if you try.

Carroll Ballard, who nlso
directed “The Black Stallion,”

AT HOME

offers you a multicude

of great ideas for
improving and
enjoying your home.
You'll feel right
at home with
AT HOME.
Watch for it here
in your
Observer & Eccentric
newspaper every
Thursday.

q

d at

AMC Old Orchard,

j—,

pass good for 2 for Thursday, Oct. 3, 7:30 pm. ocmening at

Each winner rdceives a

“wacky instead of dumb y

ond y and an

eye for dramatic visuals that
plense the moviegoer as well on
move tlie story along. He worked
with Caleb Deschanel as cine-
matographer, whose photogra-
phy here ia just ns exquisite and
brenthtaking ns it was in “The
Black Stallion” and “The Right
Stuffl”

“Fly Awny Home" is a wonder-
ful story bnsed on a real-life
Canadian sculptor who has
spent a deeade or so teaching
orphaned geese how to fly South.
In the movie, the sculptor
becomes an eccentrie father who
must assume parenting duties
nfter his estranged wile dics inn
car crash, leaving their 13-year.
old dnughter.

Amy Alden (Anna Paquin) sur-
vives the same accident that
killed her mom in Auckland,
New Zealand. She awakens in a
hoapital there to find her father,
‘Thomas (Jefl Danicls), whom she
has not seen since she was a
baby. He packs her off to his
farm in Ontario, Canada, to
start a new and lonely life,

Thomas divides his time
between erafting massive metal
sculptures and inventing various
gizmos. He also has a penchant
for hang-gliding.

Amy has a difficult time
adjusting to n foreign environ-
ment and a father she hardly
knows. She also shows adoles-
cent hostility toward her father's
companion, Susan (Dana °
Delany). But her life takes a
turn when she discovers a nest
of orphaned goose eggs in the
woods. She scoops them up, puts
them in the drawer of a dresser
in the barn and places a light
under the drawer as a sort of
makeshift incubator. Clearly,
dad's inventing gened have been
passed to daughter.

The geese hatch, and as
goelings are want to do, they
latch onto the first living crea-
ture they see and consider it o
parent. Amy is now a mom. The
geese follow her everywhere, and
it is indeed an adorable sight.
But when n game warden spots
the birds, he warns that raising
wild geese is illegal and their
wingn must be clipped so they
wen't fly into hlgh tension wires
or destroy anyone's property.

Amy goes ballistic, gnthcn her
flock and locks them into the
bathroom, where she standa
guard aver them.

Thomas agrees that the geese
should be allowed to do what
comes naturally _ fly away
home; go South for the winter
and be allowed to return in the
spring. The only problem: With-
out an adult goose, the goslings
have no one to teach them to
migrate. Ah, but the spirit of
invention takes over and
Thomas, with the help of his
brother and other friends, whipa
up a light aircraft (essentially n
hang glider with a small engine),
teaches Amy how to handle it
and figurea out & way to follow
Amy and go South,

There are, of course, obatacles,
including the by-the-book game
warden, a hassle with a develop-
er who wants to build a condo 01
a bird sanctuary in North Caroli-.
n2 and an endearing encounter
with the Air Forco.

Ballard has created a warm,
wonderful and winning film with
a stunning performance from.
Annn Paquin, who won n aup-
porting actress Academy Award
for her performance in “The
Piano.” She's a solid actress who
is destined to have years of good
work before hnr. And Jeff;
Daniels, usuaily so wishy-washy:
on screen, comes acroas with 4.
lot more depth than he's ever.
shown. This time,




