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WL officials
give tour of
aging schools

BY TIM SMITH
STAYP WRITEZR

ainting toward the Walled

Lake Central High School

corridor walls, 85-year-old
Bill Ferguson couldn't hold back his
dismny about the school's decrepit
condition.

“This is ridiculous,” Ferguson
said to district Superintondent
Jamea Geisler during Tuesday's
“See for Yourself” tour. .

“This concrete block ia ohsa-
lote,"

Before too long, Ferguson and
only a handful of others on the
tour witnessod planty of cvi-
dence why the district is asking
voters to, on S day, Sept. 28,

ney, Geisler, two reporters, a
press photographer and school
board member Samantha
Ruetonik,

“This is terrible,” she said,
“People should bo educating
themaelves on what they'll be
voting for. It's terrible that peo-
ple didn't take advantage of
this.”

Central, the first stop on the
tour, is probably the building
most in need of new life. Floor
tiles were worn to the point
where cement could be viaible,
Cable wiring was strung along a
WLC wall as if it were holiday
garland. Cases of tissue paper
wero stn’m‘i along with hot water

approve a $114 million bond
issue olection. The group went
from Central to another aging
school, Twin Beach Elementary,
and finally, for comparison pur-
poses, to one of the district's
newer facilitics ~ Plensant Lake
Elementary.

After the 4 1/2-hour tour, Fer-
guson had seen enough to go
from undecided to a yes vote, at
least for the $108.25 million
main part of the two-part pro-
posal, Othera, such as Maple
Elementary School parent Dawn
Rinz, were able to get a glimpse
at what district officials have
been decrying for years.

I knew I'd voto yes anyway,”
Rinz said. “But I wanted to sce
for myself. I think everybody
shauld have come and scen these
conditions.”

Rinz shook her head when
asked about the low tour
turnout, Besides herself and Fer-
guson, the group included Mead-
ow Lake Elementary parent
Gerry O'Grady-Pershing, Glen-
gary Elementary School PTA
president and parent Barb Ken-

purpose of:

two mlddle schools;

sdditional x

PROPOSITION |
. Bonding Proposal - Additionat School Facilities
Shall Wallzd Lake Consolidated Schoos District, Qakland County, Michigan, borrow the
sum of not to excred One Hundred Elght Million Two Hundred Fifty Thousand Doilars
($108,250.000) and issue it general obligation unlimited tax bonds therefor, for the

o Erecting, furnishing and equipping & new elementary 6chool and playground and

®  Erecting. fumishing and cquipping an addition or additlons to andfor partially
remodeling, refurniohing and cecquipping extating school facilities, In part, for
nd

And the stench in the varaity
locker room? Don't ask. .

“This is represcntative of a
very old, tired, worn-out build-
ing,” eaid Chuck Kissaw, director
of operations for the district. “It's
not a matter of clean up, paint
up, fix up.”

If both portions of Saturday’s
bond issue clection are success-
ful, that building will get'quite a
facelift: 70 percent to be exact,
with 27 new teaching stations, a
new gymnasium, wiring for
state-of-the-art computers and
(vin $5.756 million part two) a
community swimming pool. Also,
all the infrastructure would be
replaced.

The bond isaue would also
cnaoble other projects, which offi-
cials maintain are needed to
handle the annual influx of 500-
t0-600 students. Those include:
construction of a now elementary
schoo); construction of two mid-
dle schools; additions and/or ren-
ovations to other existing
schools.

Tour membera next visited 42-
year-old Twin Beach, where

excludi

education facllitizs, and oitce?

the Walled Lats Centrat High School?

costa

ing
+ Constructing, equipping, developing and improvies outdoor athictic and physical

PROPOSITION Il
Banding Proposal - Community Swimming Pool
Shall Walled Laks Consolidated Schoot District, Oakland County, Michigan,
borrow the sum of not 10 exceed Five Million Seven Fi
($5.750,000) and issue 1o genera) obilgation unlimited Ax bonds therefor, for the
purpose of crecting, furnishing and equipping & handicapped-scceseible community
oimming pool and related lockera, storage and mechanical rooms #e ac addition to

(Acoording o #tate Lim, bond procasds cannct and il nct be used for routing makrtensnce
Lescher, sdminiatrmior or smpioyes seisrien, or other opecating axpenson)

Hundred Fifoy Thousand Doltars

WL school bond issue
election is Saturday

Editor’s note: The far north-
west corner of Farmington Hills
is in the Walled Lake School Dis-
trict — but juat barely. The
sprawling Walled Lake District
dips south of 14 Mile Road to
include almost 700 students,
more than half of them in cle-
mentary school, who live in the
city of Farmington Hills,

BY TiM S¥ITH
BTAYF WRITER

ince October 1993, the

Walled Lake Consoli-

dated School District

has taken three steps toward the

edge of tho window sill. One
more step and. . . .

Behool officials will find out

Saturday - the fourth bond issue

attempt of more than $110 mil-
lon since October 1993 — if the
patient lives or is in critical con-
dition.

Axnd forget all of the brick bats,
propagandan, sccusations and
threats. For Walled Lako
schools, it ell comes down to this:
approve Saturday’s $114 million
bond issue election or else a cri-
sis situation will quickly emergo.

Voters have to decide whether
having comfortable schools and
an educational program fit for
the 21st Century is worth the
cost of about $2.50 a week for
the owner of 4 home valued at
$120,000. .

If they don’t think it is, look
out for double shiftg, no more

improvements were made over
the summer out of the district’s
general operations fund. Princi-
pal Alec Bender, however, point-
ed out that space is still at a pre-
mium - a psychologist tests stu-
dents at a small table located
insido the school supplies room.

The bond issuc would enable
construction of a new gymnasi-
um. The existing gym would be
converted inte a multi-purpose
room, Bender said.

Afterward, Kennoy gave o
lukewarm endorsement for the
bond issue.

“I'm not convinced they're
using epace as cffectively as they
could,” said Kenney, who has a
second grader at Glengary. She
said it would be helpful to get
more detailed information, such
as: how much square footage in
schools is earmarked for stu-
donts, senior citizen activitics

Interactive
possibilities:
Walled Lake
Central teacher
Judy Miller
explains benefits
students would

receive, via tech- -

nology, if Satur-
day’s $114 mil-
lion bond issue
election is suc-
cessful. New
wiring would
enable WLC to
be connected to a
long distance
fiber optic edu-
cation network
stretching to
,CIJt:cago and

and other p
'School Bond Election
‘HOW to VOTE
POLLING HOUAS: 7 am.- 8 pm.
on Satunday, Sept. 28, 1996
PRECINCTS:

R JE— Community Ed.

615 N. Pontiac Trall
Walled Lake

elth Elsmentary
2800 Keith Road
West Bloomfield
3.........Commarce Elemantary
520 Farr Street
Commerce Township
4.....o... Wixom Elemontary
301 N. Wixom Road
Wixom
’S..........Glengary Elemontary
3070 Woodbury
Commerc ¢ Township
'B..........Twin Beach Elementary
7149 Oakley Park

West Bloomfield

ublin Elemantary
9260 Sandyslde
White Lake
"8.........08Klay Park Elementary
2015 Oakiey Park
Walled Lake

.Maple Elamentary
7368 W. Maple Road
West Bloomfield
10........Hickory Woode
30655 Decker Road
Novi

1tras dievsns Dasniw

sports teams and kindergartners
bused hither and yon.

Thase sound like threata. But
after taking a first-hand look at
gome of the district’s aging facili-
ties during Tuerday's “See for
Yourself” tour, those might bet-
ter be described 28 mere facts.

For additional facts about the
election, such as what the pro-
posals are and where to vote,
please refer to the charts on'this
page.

‘Word of Mouth’ is topic of luncheon

The Farmington/Farmington
of Ci will

sent “The World’s Beat Known
Marh

Hills Chamb

hold a membership lunsl_aaon |’u:d
ind inar at noon T

Sept. 26, at Relish Grill on 12

Mile Road, east of Drake, in

Farminfton Hills

Guest spenker Brian Maxson,
assistant vice president and
financial planner at Merrill-
Lynch and E.".:utivo of

of Southeast Michigan, will pre-

ing Secret: Increasing
Your Busineas Through Word of
Mouth.”

Mazson will speak on how to
implement new marketing

strategies, expand contacts .
thro

activities, and
reward those who refer your
business.

Don't miss t.hh rare opportuni-
ty to learn how to use the world’s

best known marketing secret.

Tho cost of this luncheon is $20

for chamber members or BNI

members and $25 for non-mem-
T8, .

For more information or to
make reservations, call the
chamber at 474-3440 or fax us at
474-9236. MasterCard, Visa nnd
check will be accepted.

This event is open to the pub-
lic.
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Jacobson

This stinks:
The stench
in the
below-
ground
varsity
football
locker room
at WLC
was enough
to make
(from left)
parent’
Dawn Linz,
school dis-
trict official
Chuck
Kissaw and

Ferguson
gag. Kissaw
was
explaining
areas

most in
need of
renovation.

Consider 1t
A VIP Pass
For The Theater
Of Your Life.

Wherever you are, whatever you're doing,
you're playing a rale in the thester of lifa.
And we want to help you play that role In style.

Simply use a Jacobson's Charge to make $200 in
purchases during September, and you'li earn a gift
certlficate worth $25 off a future purchase.

{t's our version of o stanging ovation, for you.

Bonus certiticats (s valid from October untl November 18th.
Gos S1ore for dataile.
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