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Budget calls for small tax cut

DY PAT MURPIY
KTAFF WILTER

Au county commiesioners are
quick to note, property ownora
are likely to get u small reduction in
their county taxes under the 1897.
98 budget that will be revicwed
beginning next menth.

Commissioncrs aren’t Ao vocal,
however, nbout the pay raise
they will likely npprove hefore
the budget is ndopted by the end
of the year,

The 674-poge budget submit.
ted by County Executive L.
Brooks Patterson calls for lower-
ing the county levy by one-tenth
of a mill to 43806 mills. If the
budget is approved, as expected,
taxes on a house with a market
value of $100,000 (and nssesxed
nt 50 percent) would drop about
§6.

That's not much, admits Pat-
tersan, “But the fact we can cut
tnxes at oll, speaks well of our
financial situation,” he said.

L e e

Patterson and county

sioners like Sue Ann Dnuglus, R-.

Rochester, would like bigger tax
cuts. But they're don’t want to
cut teo much in good cconomic
times because it might mean
having to raise taxes in lean
yeara,

There are some potentially
expensive problems on — like
needing more jail space — the
horizon, said Douglas, chair of
the finance committee. Officinls
don't want to give a bigger tax
cut — even in an election year —
if they might have to raise taxes
the next year,

Commissioners are scheduled
begin budget hearings on Oct. 3
and finish by mid or late Novem-
ber.

Pay hikes for county commis-
sioners is not a specific item
included in the budget, said Dou-
glas. “But they're very likely to
come up.”

That's beeausce state lnw pro-
hibits commissioners raising
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Call OLE On-tinel—

INFORMATION—(313) 953-2266
TO SUBSCRIBE— (313) 953-2297
TECH SUPPORT—(313) 953-2278

ON-LIKE!

O&E On-Line! subscribers can enrall in New Horizons’
Internet Classes at a speciat discounted rate. All classses
are taught in LIVE, HANDS-ON INTERNET classraoms in

In ore day you'll learn:
* Newsgroups, Remote Connect and Fite Transfers
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Internet Security and Intemet Culture
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w Horizons

OAKLAND COUNTY

thelr own salarica. That meana
the county bonrd has until Dee,
31 to raise the aalary for the
next group of commissioners who
begin their terms on Jan. 1.
Since moat of the commission-
ers who would vote on a pay will
likely be re-elected and thus
returning next year, they witl —
in el'l'ect — be voting pay raises

the increase. I really don't think
voters mind.”

If a roise for commissionors
comos beforo the board — an
Douglas thinks it will — the dal.
Iar incrense would be roughly
the same as pay hikes granted
over the previous two yeara to
other county employecs.

If most of the county's 4,300

for tk lves without viol
any statutes.

In previous years commission-
era have generally raised the pay
for those on the next county
board after the election, but
before the end of the year,

“I have voted againet the pay
hike," said Douglas, nlthnugh]
believe eserve

other got a three per-
cent increase in 1995 and 1986,
for example, the snlary for com-
missioners would go up about 6
percent for 1997 and 1998,

If that pattern hold true, the
annual salary for commissionors
would go from the current
$23,468 to around $24,876, for
an i of about $1,408.
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WE ARE LODKING FOR A MIRAGLE
/AND THAT MIRACLE 1S YOU!

Deanase Your
MOTORIZED VEHICLES
. Directly to the
Society of St.Vincent DePaul
Call 1-800-309-2886
or 313-972-3100
Free Towing if needed-We Aceept Everything
Ybur Donation is Tax Daductitle
Procoeds bonelit thousands of childron

T hank Woue For Wur Support
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‘Wonder If Life

DEPRESSION:
Less Intercst In Things? .,
Feel Tired Most of the Time?

Feeling sad, blue, hopcless or worthless?
Have trouble sleeping or aleep too much?

Is Worth Living?

M.D. Call 800-682-6663

If any of these symptoms are a part of your life, now is
the time to do something about it. You may qualify for o
free evaluation and treatment in a free medication study
on Depression under the direction of Robert J. Bielski,

INSTITUTE FOR HEALTH STUDIES
Twenty Yeurs of Dedication

Jormerly the Mood Disorder Institute

Through Investigationat Research

(Lonsing 349-5505)

Brighter Tomorraws

FRIDAY 5 PM
"Blues in the Park"

Mudpuppy * Chisel Brothers w/ Thornetta Davis

——

Mimi Harris & the Snakes * Baked Potato * Robert Noll

| FREE

"Taste of the Town"

John Cleveland's Water Club Bar & Grille » McMahon's Sidestreet Pub
Mr. B's Plymouth Grill » Joe's Italian Bakery & Deli » Outback Steakhouse » Thai Blstro
Papa Romano's of Plymouth « Tubby's Sub Shop and more . . .

' SATURDA

"Family Fun" + Noon

* NOON

{Nominal Charge}

FREE

YMCA Prcschool & Karate - Katie Cavalleri - Kiddie Rides
Sitmulator ¢ Story Telling by R. W. Lowe & Debra Christi
Games 'Velero Wall - Bungee Run - Giant Stide

“Country Music" « 2:30 PM

Debi Samuels - The Forbes Brothers
Hot Walker - Storm Rider
" Rock, Jazz, Reggac” + 4:00 PM

The Chapels - Ten Second Dynasty
Lemon James - INU UNO - Black Market

STARRO .

lufo Coll 313-459-6969 .
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BY TIM RICHARD
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It's all in the back rooms —
if indeed there is any action at

all,

State lawmakers, Gov.
Engler's Adminiatration,
regional planners, couaty offi-
ciala and business interestn
like truckers and fuel produc-
ers are negotinting on how to
sweeten the $1.3 billion pat of
road money amid wido agree-
ment that Michigan's roads
are the worst in the Midwest.

Muajor insues:

bo raised?

Since 1882 the state fucl tax
has been 16 cents per gallon.
Odds are this tax, 45th in the
nation, will be increased.

*Which road taxes should .

Officials, lawmakers review
road money decisions, issues

But the petroleum lobby
peints out the state alzo Ievinl
ita G percent sales tax on gaso-
line — roughly 6.4 cents por
gallon. That revenue goes
mainly for schools, not roads,
So Michigan's total fuel tax ja
21.4 cents — 10th in the
nation,

In round numbers, here aro
the major rovenue streama
flowing into the transportation
Inke: gnsoline (16 conts/gal.),
$700 millfon; diescl (16
centa/gal. minus a 8-centa dis-
count for commercinl vehicles),
$100 million; motor vehiclo
weight tax (increased 92 por.
cent in the lnst decade), $600
million.
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Active days, D

ps where every volce

P

Gardening where fﬂmdshlps bloom as well as flowers, And dally
routlnes where people are secure knawing that tralned, caring staff
is nearby to offer assistance if necessary.

That's lfe at Springhouse, un asslsted Iiving Facility for
those who need extra help tn their day-to-day routine, with
things like dressing, bathing, and 1aking medications, but'stll
want to enjoy lfe to its fullest. We cusiomize care for our
residents, giving them only the services they need or request.
‘This helps them remaln as Independent as possible.

Friendship Is one of the hallmarks of the Springhouse
experfesioe. In fact, it never been easier for some of our residents
as they are free to join each other for activitics Like walking and
lectures. But residents can be on their own, too, setting their own

routlnes. If they want to enjoy 2 quiet meal in their own apastment,
they can. In shon, residents make the cholces that let them
malatain control of their awn lives.

We've designed Springhouse to be a safe and secure
environment, with licensed health care professlonals, staff and
personal care assisiants Just scconds away— 24 hours & day. So
while residents are leading secure, acthve lives, thelr loved ones
enjoy the peace of mind that comes from such special care—and .
Manor HealthCare's 35 year tradiion of excellonce In hedlth care.

if you'd ke,

schedule 2 four 1o sce fiesthand huw we nulw ]
 diffetence in the lives of our cesidents,” :
Springhouse. Where lifes too full to worry.
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SOUTHFIELD
25121 Telegraph Road, Southfickt, Mi 48034
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* Onalte rehabilitation ‘ciinke
* Sembprivate roms avallabic




