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Cellular calls help police nab lawbreakers

Police say call 911 for bad driver spottings

BY PAT MURPEY

Sup)mna you're zipping along
1-76 in Troy, 1-696 in Southficld
or Telegraph in Bloomfield Hillu
nnd you sce a motorist

H ‘We do not want people who cali (us) to then
start following the erratic driver.’

Lt. Ronald Lapp

—-State police commander

And getting erratic drivers off
the road is the goal, according to
Lt. Ronald J. Lapp, commander
of the Michigan State Polieo poat
in Pontinc,

dangerously or driving crratical-
1y, possibly drun]

What do you do? Who do you
cnll?

The answer, according to
many area police agencies is 911.

A motorist at Grand River and
Middluhelt called that numher

to report
who appeared to have a shotgun
and wazg driving erratically, said
palice Chiof William J, Dwyer.

“Wo acnt a unit out and even-
tuatly arrested the man for driv-
ing while intoxicated and a
weapons violation,” he said.

In this caso, the caller went
ono etep furthor, Dwyer anid,
and did something police do not
ndvise motoriata to do. After call-
ing 911 to report the erratic driv-
er, this motorist followed the
suspect car until police eaught

up.
r:‘In this case,” snid Dwyer, “fol-
lowing the car really helped, But
we don't advise motorists to do
that. Making the call is the big
help.”
Last year when Troy police

Chief Lawrence R. Carey and his
wife Beotty saw a car go ovor the
curb along Maple Road, they
used their eollular phone to call
the nonemergency number in
Troy — 624-3477 — to summon
police,

He knew the nonemergency
number to call, People who don't
know shouldn't lot that atop
them, Caroy said.

“Some people might be reluc-
tant to use that ar num-

that prompted Oxford police to
stop the 1981 Buick being driven
by State Sen. Mat J. Dunaskiss,
R-Lake Orion,

A man from Metamora used
his cellular phone to complain
the car waa driving aleng M-24
in an erratic manner,

When police stopped the car,
Dunaskiss was admittedly rude
to the officer who stopped him,
ha ucknowledged later in a
But at the

ber for a traffic incident,” Carey
snid. “But 811 works just fine.”

Knowing the number of the
local police might be mere effec-
tive than calling 911, Caroy said.
“But if somebody doesn’t know
the local number, 911 will work.”

Cellular enils to 811 arc han-
dled by the Michigan State
Police or the Qakland County
Sherifl's Department. They route
the call to the appropriate police
agency which in turn can dis-
patch a squad car.

It wos such as call lost May

intercession of Police Chief Gary
Ford, Dunaskiss was given a
ride home,

Dunaskies, who was returning
from an annual golf outing,
denied he had been drinking
excessively. He did, however,
admit drinking two beera and
taking medieation. .

The cellular call lnat May did-
't result in an arrest or ticket.
But it did remove from the road
somebody who later acknowl-
edged he shouldn’t have been
driving.*
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“We iato those kinds of
calls,” he said. *They (cellular
callers) grcnlly oxpand our eyes
and our ears,”

ﬁlnmng police is enough, Lapp

“Wo do not want people who
call to then start following the
orratic driver,” he said, “Then wo
might have two cars traveling at
excessive speed instead of ono.™

Furthermore, a motorist who
calls to report a apeeding or
orratic driver doesn’t have ony
immunity. So if the cailer starts
speeding after a bad driver, he or
sho might get atopped for speed-
ing, anp atd,

West Bloomfield Police Chiefl
Ronald Cronin snid his depart-

HOW IT

WORKS

the b

Despite the taboo sometimes assoclated
with calling 911 In a non-emergoncy siua-
tion, local police officlals urge drivers to use

driving

Sheriff's Department.
H They then route the call

Cellular phone

if they spot
arratically or speeding down the roads.

 When a cellular caller calls 911, the call Is handled
by the Michigan State Police or the Oskland County

agency which In tum can dispatch a squad car. -
should use

to the appropriate police

pollce numbers if thoy'rs ki

drivers, Instead of Just ono

ment normally gets cellular calls

the same purpose, police say.

W Police do not advise following the driver untll they
get there. Doing so would only result In two erratic

nown, but 911 wIII serve

on a daily basis — a sharp con-
trast to five years ago when such
calls were rare, “Obviously more
people have cellular phones,” he
said, “and more people are
becoming aware they can just

call 911"

Police would prefer the caller
to give his or her name, Cronin
aaid. “But that ian't necessary.
R[nmetimes people don't want to

get involved, so we don't require
that they give their name.

“The information can be just
as valid without the caller being
identificd,” Cronin said.
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