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Back from Guyana: A Farmington
Hills nurse is back from South

~America to practice her speciality
— anesthesiology./B1

The vacation from . . .: Murphy’s
Law tuined a family vacation
into a memorable event, says
Kathie O'Doriohue, Farmington
Hills resident and Observer
guest columnist./B1

Splke the list: There’s @ whoop-
dee-do coming at the Farming-
ton Public Schools. We'd like it if
the guest list included some ordi-
nary folk as well as the cream of
officialdom./A16

Swim meet: Farmington Harrison
and North Farmington matched
swimming and diving talents in
girls dual-meet competition
Tuesday./C1

ZSPECIAL:SECTIONS

Home improvement: Look for our
annual fall improvement supple-
ment, chock-full of helpful hints
and ideas, among today’s inserts.

G215

More ‘Madness’
is in store for
downtown shops

“YMCA Day”

BY TODD WICKS
STAFY WRITER

The UFOs are hovering, says
Mandi Skeegan. 7

While it may sound like the com-
munity relations director for the
Farmington Area YMCA has been

in the Farmin
d the day the local Ys r
i sion will be unveiled,

YMCA gears up f

' Oct. 12, a Saturday, has been designated as

gton area. That's
tion and

1%

central idea behind the Y's recent
expansion,

The aa-yet-unfinished center is on
schedule to be unveiled at a special
open housc/celcbration from 10 a.m.
to 2'p.m. Saturday, Oct, 12., official-
ly named *YMCA Day™ by both
Farmington and i Hills

toc many des of “The
X-Files,” she's really referring to

city councils.
The cxpansion has reccived much

1 lcaders liko

© 1708 Bubsrben Cowsuniqmions Corporstien

or big day_

to Discovery Zone, and

m
Vice-President Al Goro to locals like
Joe Knollenborg and Carl Levin,
who plan to appear that day, !
According to Skeegan, the 12th
will bring not only a nama change —
the Farmington Family YMCA —
but also a new era of family enter-
tainment.

*It's n concept that has to do with
parallel programming,” she said. *A
family can walk in the front door
and Mom can go exercise, Dad can
go play racquetball, infants can go
into our baby-sitting avea, for chil-
dren there's n Kids Zone, which is

‘Unique Family Opportunitics,’ the

the teens can go to the teen center. |
“That family is coming in to spend,
time I::xnthnr, but in their diffcrent:

waya. .
The baby-sitting area ia liconsed
and supervised, while the claborate,
$200,000 teen center (eatures pool
and ping-pong tables, as well nx
avens for kids to do their homework
after school. !
The new Y's biggest attraction is a
second, handicapper-accessible pool.
Many arca henlth groups have
expressed interest in holding reha-

T Bec YWCA, AZ

ABCs of ditving: Am:;
instructor Frank

BY ToDD WICKS
STAP? WRITER

A long-in-the-works bill making Michigan driver's
eduention more rigorous is only one step away from
becoming law: John Engler’s signature.

But the Farmington area’s young drivers have been
well-drilled in the new standards.

Last week, both the state House and Senate
approved the new system, which calls for the imple-
mentation of a three-step procesa.

- Anyone 14 years and nine months or older can quali-

BY TODD WICRS
STAP? WHITER

‘Hot chucolate, ncoustic music . , . and, hopefully,
plenty of deals.

All of the above and more will be available when the
Dy Farmi Busi: Association holds

another of its Moonlight Madness Sales Friday, Oct. 4.
Scveral local stores will remain open into the night,
offering specials and discounts ns late as 11:30 p.m.

Brian Ferroboe, the ownor of Comix Plus in the Vil
lage Mall, anid the apocial sales are a great way to
ix}:ttoduce new customors to a store they might not
shop.

*There's a greator varicty of rotail down here now
than there waa three years ago when 1 first started
participating in the sales,” he said. “A lot of people
don't know what we've got here in their own town,
They fly down Grand River on their way to work, and
they're not even aware that some of those stores cxist.

*This gives them an opportunity to sec what we
have to offer.” - .

Ferroboe will also be performing a set of unplugged
bluea and modern rock for shoppors with his band
Angry Rod Planet. Meanwhile, in front of the Farm-
ington Insurnnce Building, free coffee and hot choco-
1ate will be offered to shoppers chilled by the night nir,

Touch of Romance on Grand River has experienced
ropeatad success with the sales.

'l‘ltym,wnMpwplainhmupunﬁlwzdued.

at 10, and we expect that this timse, 100, said owner
Beverly Brown. “;z:u ukiu;h p:opla coming back from

“One of the things we're after is to get pecple to

{y for level status by fulfilling certain require-
monts. Ages 16-and-up advance to level two after hold-
ing & level-one permit for six months, completing a dri-
vor's training course, i ing no moving violati
and passing a rond test.

The most controversial parts of the system are & ban
on driving betweon midnight and 5 a.m. for level-two
drivers, excopt with a parent or guardian, and a
required 50 logged driving hours with that ian in
order to advance to lcvel three.

*This was going to come sooner or later,” said Frank
Yenger, a driving instructor at ABC Driving School in
Farmington. “It'a becn in the works for years, but (leg-
islators) have just been arguing about how they're
going to write it and pass it.”

Sgt. Dennis Green, traffic soction supervisor for

They strive to drive

Russo (above), a Farmington High sophomore, takes constructive criticism from ABC Driving School
eager (below). He points out the car’s radio, but says they won't be playing it.

3

Young drivers learn new rules of road

W ‘i you're 16, and out after mid-
night, you shouldn't be out that late
anyway.’

Frank Yeager

—driving instructor

dence of the need for new requirements, *Drivers ages
16 to 20 represent about 9 percent cf drivers but cause
about 15 percent of accidents, and I'm sure that's rep-
resentative of Farmington Hills, too.

“We support this change, and it's boen in the making
for quite some time. ing to make young drivers
more skilled will be helpful.”

‘The bill also no longer requires public schoals to offer
driver’s education, but Deborah Brauer, publications
speu;lmt for Farmington schools, believes Farmington

*At this point, I can soe us contimuing our program,”
she gaid. “We're going shead as if we will offer it this
coming summer, but it's really too early to tell. It's
renlly the board of education’s decision.”

Rep, Dan Gustafson of Willinmston, who sponsored
the bill, agrees, *1 believe that schools will continue to
provide it, just as most continue to provide team sports

Farmington Hills Police, cited state a8 ovi-

See DRIVE, AS

STATY PROTU BT SAAKON LMY

Retirad school people take note
ttention, anyute who worked for the pub-
’ lic achools in aay district in any capacity:

You're invited to a luncheon hosted by The
Farmington Area Association of Rotired School
Porscanel at noon Toesday, Oct. 8, at the Farm-
ington Hills Beef House, 28975 Grand River,
Farmingtan Hills.

T

realize that we're not just fat businessmen sitting
around, reaping the benefits of owning bust: .
said John G 1l of tha Dy

TLinda Serrrens, Blue Croas/Blue Shicld repre-
will spesk on und ding the fi

H ol 1 .

Business Asscciation (DFBA).and the owner oI
Cromwell in town. .

“We want to be as productive as possible. We're
. on. Poople think that you open' .
your doors and then you're utthe:olfmuay

com! to Farmingt

, Wedoesdey, and 1t just it true”

p from

i Anyooewith a Blos Cross/Blue Shield hilling
1 to disctem shiould bring it to the lunthean.

. . Por mbre dnformation on the retired school
perwonmal group, call X71-7477,

FARMINGTON FOCUS

For young gardeners

he Farmington Garden Club's group of
Junior Gardeners will meet at 4:30 pm.
Taesdny, Oct. 15, in the lower level of the Down-
town Branch of the Farmington Community
Library, Liberty and State strects.

The clud is open to students between grades 8-
7, but Tegistration is required by phone (474~
{ 7770)or in person with the'ehildren’s librarian.

C

dropped

Gensalogically speaking . . .
arolyn Griffin will discuss organization of
materials at a meeting of the Farmington
Genenlogical Society at 7 p.an. Tuesday, Oct. 15,
in the lower level of the Downtown Branch of the
Farmington Community Library, Liberty and
State stroots. ]
At the next meeting on Nov. 19, same time
and placs, spenker Dave Finney
the Civil War is related to our ancestors and J
those living today. X A i

Items for Farmington Focus may be mailed to |
the Farmington Obscrver, 33411 Grand River,
Farmington 48385; faxed to 477-9722; or "
off at the newspaper office.
puter literate, the Internet E-mail addrexs is ]
packy@oeonline.comma 3

will explain how

For the com- 3
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