Paga G2

The Observer & Eccentrie/ THURSDAY, SEITEMBER 26, 1996

Take steps to add
style to your house

BY DIANE GALE
SPECIAL WRITER

Staircases are more than a means to
get frnm one story to another.

1f you've seen it once you'll never for-
get Rhett holding Scarlett and ascend-
ing a long flight of steps. Staircases
have lon;, represented mystery and
romnanee in art, too, with angels leaning
gently agninst a succeasion of steps
leading to heaven.

In our own homes our imaginatiens
set the limit to what we can have,
necording to Mike Borland, Woodamiths

newels. The most common wood used is
atill oak, with cherry and maple follow-
ing. But any kind of wood can be used,
Borland snid.

“We sald mare apirala during the first
six months of this year than during the
Inst two years.”

The succession of steps creates that
uplifting, y ything [4
So, a lot ‘of homeawners lot thelr stair-

cases, oftentimes the focal point of the [
interior design, become a reflection of

their personal flair and style.
An unusual but brillinnt request,
Borlund aaid, came from n woman who
d to ch the look of her stair-

Design and Manufacturing lcrntorml
sales monager for Michig Chicag
and Wisconsin.

Browsers at the Fall Remodeling
Show in Novi Thursday-Sunday will
get a taste of what Borland has to offer
in his library of brochures and pictures.

“Homeowners have options within
options that they're not aware of and
it's one of the beat-kept secrets,” said
Borland, who works out of his Redford
Township houac that he shares with
his wife, Wendy.

Borland will show visitors a mockup
of n atnircase with wooden newels
designed after pineapples and cats.
And he will remind them that Wood.
smiths’ craftspeople, including a mas-
ter woodcarver from Italy, can bring to
life almosat anything they ean dream
up.

Stoircases are usually the first thing
we sce after entering the front door.
They can be circuinr, apiral, straight
and made of almost any material,
including wood, metal, glass and many
types of atone. The cost ranges from
$6,000 to more than $40,000,

The mest expensive stoircase Bor-
jand could recall working on wans a
three-stary, all-glnss stoircase thnt was
wired for electncny 80 it could light up.
It was built in a home in northern Cali-
fornia and the cost was $43,000.

“The stairease is the biggest piece of
furniture in the home, but it's perma-
nent.”

Trends seem to be going toward char-
coal gray, European-type, wrought-iron,
circular staircases and carved wooden

. Steps to style:
- Many homeowners

let staircases

become reflections)

of their personal]

flair and style. %

case on a rogular basis, Woodearvers
grooved out o place thhin cach step for

inserts, She ordered six sots of different R
colored inserts that she changes for the |

geason, the holiday and whether she is
having company.

Woodamiths, a division of the 60-

yoar-old L.J. Smlth Company. solls
directly toh and t

If o homeowner ia interested in doing
somothing differont from what the
builder is offering, he or she can bring,
Woodamiths in for ideas. Borland’
worka directly with architects on
designa and idens.

Borland previously worked as a fur.
niture designer. Ho designed all the
furniture, from headhonrda and chairs
to dressers, in the Bavarian Inn Motor
Lodge in Frankenmuth,

You don't have to be a new homeown-
er to have n new staircase, People who K
want something different can usually B

change their existing staircases. A
straight staircase that turns 950
degrees, for instance, con be trans-
formed into a circular staircase,

What you put into your staircase
financinlly could become a good invest:
ment, too.

“We've dane studies with builders
across the country who had models
with straight atnircases and models
with circulor ataircases. Above the cost
of the stoircase, the circular atyle
enhances the value of the house up to
50 percent above thoe cost of the stair-
case.”
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ENJOY 1 YEAR ;
INTEREST FREE FINANCING,

(minimum $500.00 purchase)

OR

AN EXTRA
8% DISCOUNT!

Sale Ends Oct. 5th

+ Pennsylvania » Bradington-Young + Hekman » Restonic
House + Charleston forge  » Conover  * Howard Miller
:Lhogxcsvllle + King Hickory + Sligh « Jaster Cablnet,
oo " + Lexington «Dinaire ~ * Superior

Bob Ti * Hooker - Hitchcock  * Athol
. mberiake 0C! «IM David
«Nichols & Stone  * Craftmark « Stiffel + Butler
+ Canal Dover

Mon., Thurs., Fd. 9:30-9:00; Tues., Wed., Sat. 9:30-5:30; Open Sun, 1-5
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