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How to choose interior designer

Whether you are designing a new
interior from the floor up or redesign-
ing an existing space, the earlier you
engage a designer, the more likely you
arc to have successful results. Your
designer will be invnlunble in helping
you tranaform general idens into func-
tional realities. Where should your pre-
liminary scarch bcgm"

* Referral service — The Americnn
Society of Interior Designers network of
designers offers you a rich resource in
Michigan. Cheek the yellow poges for
an ASID chapter in your area or call

* the ASID referral service at (800) 563-

e

T,

ID.

ASID chnplcrx (requently participate
in civic fund-raising projeets that show-*
ense the residentinl and commercial
design talents of locnl members, Call
your loeal ASID chapter to determine if
such n project is forthcoming or check
your community newspaper,

¢ Personal referrals — Check with
assocmtcs or friends who have mccntly
red d their busi or h
with projects of gimilar nature and
scope to the one you have in mind. IT
they are pleased with the outcome, con-
tact the designer responsible for the
project.

® Design trade and nhclter maga-
zines - Many different fea-

have in mind; for example, reataurnnt,
hotel, store, office or residential design.
National and local magazines will fea-
ture the work of a variety of residentinl
designers.

Next you will want ta interview the
designer. This is your opportunity te
present your project, listen to the
deslgnors obacrvations and inaights
and cxamine the designer’s work. It is
equally important that you nssaess the
degree of compatibility you have with
the designer.

¢ Referencea and education — It is
also important that you check the
designer’s references and edueatjon.
Ask about the demgncra other educa.
tional bnckground, cxpenenco nnd affil-
intions with ions.
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6. The design process

interfor
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Ask for the names of chcnto you may
contact for references. It is important
that you feel a strong sense that you
and your designer can work well
together as a team. Compatibility is key
to a good experience and you should
ask yourself if you expect a good out-
come and also n rewarding personal
experience,

It is also vital that you identify the
budget that you intend to commit to the
design project. By doing so, you enabl

should expeet a contract from your
designer during the carly stages of the
design process. Some methods of com-
pensation are: a fixed or flat fee, an
hourly fee, cost plus n mark up on pur-
chascs, a percentage fee, retnil basis,
cost by square foot and/or a combina-
tion of one or two of the aforemen-
tioned, A quick cheek list for someone
about to retain an interior designer
would be:
1. Deter your needs

the designer to seck solutions to the
prabl that you've identified, that

ture exemplary design work. You
should read design trade magazines
that feature the type of projects you

are within your financial means.
During the interview, it will be appro-
priate to discuss the method by which

saving money.

Ask your

My dad showed me the difference
between collecting coins and

[ thought my Dad had been collecting U.S. Savings Bonds.
Then 1 realized that he wasn't just “collecting™ but “saving™ to help
insure our future. Savings Bonds are backed by the full faith and

eredit of the United States, so they're secure. They eam interest for
up to 30 years. And their value is guaranteed to grow at market-
based rates, That's insuring the future,

ker about

sTake
InAmerica

iployer or b
U.S. Savings Bonds. For all the right reasons.
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tion -
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Thore ars many rowards to good
deaign. You hava come to underatand
the interior design impact on every
aspect of your life. Each environment
you enter - home, office, restaurant,
hotel - has its own distinctive interior,

You know that good design is moro
than a question of good taste and
nppcurnntn Intcr!or design is the only
profe hat fi on making the
interior nnv:mnment meet your needs
for beauty, for efficiency and for comfort
nnd safety. Through your expcncnco a8

orasab
nl yau have carned an oducamon in the
vnlue of good design and the high cost
for deaign.

The letters ASID following the name
of an interior designer identify him or
her as having met the higheat profes.
sional standards in the field, In order to
become a professional member, a
designer must meet rigorous criteria
that include a eredited education, years
of proven experience and passing a two-
day examination, The allied designa-
tion, Alied Practitioner ASID, identifies
a designer as having met some of the
above criterin regarding education and
experience, but not the examination
process,

ASID is the hallmark of professional-
ism. It assures you of the ultimate
degree of valuable assistance and con-
sumer protection.
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“Sclected Fabrics -

DECORATING DEN, THE ONLY
AFFORDABLE, INTERNATIONAL S11OP-AT-
1IOME INTERIOR DECORATING
COMPANY, OFFERS SAVINGS FOR EVERY
ROOM IN YOQUR IIOME. A PROFESSIONAL
INTERIOR DESIGN CONSULTANT
WILL BRING THE COLOR
VAN FILLED WITH ONLY QUALITY
PRODUCTS TO YOUR 11OME OR OFFICE,
AT YOUR CONVENIENGE. TIi15 OFFER
ENDS 10/30/88.

1-800-332-6004

Den ®

Serving Ocklond, Macomb ond Lopeer Countles

- Career opportunities avotloble  Call to see fiow to qualify




