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Engler will sign bill to consolidate court system

BY TIM RICHARD
BTAFF WRITER

Gov. John Engler will sign into
Inw n bill crenting a new “famlly
qurt" to handle work that used
to be spread around three differ-
ent kinds of courta.

It's a step toward unification of
Michigan's circuit, probate and
district courts into n single “"trinl
court.”

. The “family court” would be
divialon of circult court, which
¢urrently handlea divorce and
ehlld custody cnacs,
+ The change would gut many of
the juvenile functions of probate
¢ourt, leaving probate custody
only of estate cases. Probate
courts cannot be abolished
entirely, however, except by
vater nppraval of a state conatl-
tutional nmendment.
1 1t help us use judicial
tdsources to the maxlmum,”
Engler said Sept, 26 in an inter-
fcw with this newapaper.
fWe're at a paint where judiclal
fpoats have been rising. We poy
lycoplu well to be en the bench.
Ve want to make sure we get rid
pftase bucklogs.
*We want to climinate fentures
of the current court syatem

which are not user friondly, Cur-
rently, if you're in a divorce,
that's done by the circult court;
but if thete's an abuse and
neglect {ssuc, that's done in tho
probate court. There's too much
‘what court {s it?*

“The family court dovised by
the Leglelature is o step in the
right direction.

*For 20 years I've hcurdseoplu
talk about court refarm and reor-
gnnization. While we walted for
the legal community and the
Judiciary to come to grips with it,
we've done nothlng, The Legisla-
ture finally reached the point
where patience hnd run out, and
they neted,” Engler snid,

The governor for severnl years
had threatened to voto the cre-
ation of new judgeships in subuy-
ban Onklnnd, Wayne and Washt-
enaw counties until courts were
reorganized,

"I just felt very strongly we
shouldn't be nuthorizing now
Judges until we saw what the
system would look like.”

Engler said "there's consider-
able swork to be done," citing the
necd to eliminote part-time pro-
bate judgeships in rural coun-
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DEPRESSION
Less Interest In Things?
Feel Tired Most of the Time?
Wonder If Life Is Worth Living?

Have trouble sleeping or sleep too much? -

opeless or worthless?

ties,

The House on Scpt. 24 wan
scone of the big battle. It
approved Senate Bill 1052 on an
80-22 vote. i

Voting yes: Reps. Gerald Law,
R-Plymouth, Jim Ryan, R-Red.
ford, Eileen DeHart, D-West.
land, and Deborah' Whyman, R-

ong year, to 1989, was rejected.
Rop. David Jayoe, R-Utico, said
no “becausa it authorizes a
$5,000 pay incronse for 308
Michigan distrlct and probate
court judges who currently make
$104,900, This $6,000 pay
incroase is {n addition to the

Suit wilt fait

Engler predicted the city of
Dotrolt's suit over funding of the

- 86th District Court = the only
one in tho stato not funded by o
local unit - "will fail on ita mer-

1 think both Detreit and Wayno
County have been treated fairly
on court reorganization,” he sald.

Suburban and outstate district
courts nre funded by citics and.
townshipa or counties, The stats
Supreme Court ruled aganinst
lawsult by citiea and countles to

judges' getting a 3 porcent pny
increase in 1995 and anothor 8
percent pay incronse in 1888,

its, if not at the initial (trial)
court, then at the appollate level.
*It's & potition for more monoy.
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& | LOOK WHAT WE HAVE IN OUR

get equal state funding for their
courts. .

Canton, .

Absent: Repa. Lyn Bankes, R-
Redford, and Tom Kelly, D-
Wayne.

The 8erate concurred In
Houae nmendments on a 30.7
vote,

Opponenta gave n varlety of
rensons.

. “Creating o lnmily court is not

an casy task," said Rop, Mary | P
Schroer, D-Ann Arbor. “There {8 e GARAGE ‘é‘.’"

a lot of turf involved and a lot of oA
egos involved here” Her amend- t SO G LA
ment to delay implementation by
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SALE DATES
Mon., Sept. 30 —
Sat., Oct. 12
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SAVINGS!

UNITED $RATURE
8919 MIDD * LIVONIA « 83 million of inventory is on sale (1with a buge selection at 50% - 70% offl).
- Many items are selling belot replacement cost! (Murry! Thevill move fast!).
IHOMEOWN ERSI - An incredible selcction of rings, earrings, pendants, necklaces, estate pleces, diamonds,

g Fom paycrtoh o payaeg emeralds, rubles, sappbires, gold and platinum.

LOANS % - Sy Fandelt & Soms-

If uny of these symptoms are a paet of your life, now js
the time to do something about it. You may qualify for a
free evaluation and treatment in a free medication study
ot Depression under the direction of Robert J. Bielski,
M.D. Coll 800-682-6663.

INSTITUTE FOR HEALTH STUDIES
Twenty Years of Dedication
Jormerly the Moot Disorder Institute

Brighter Tomorrowcs
Through Investigationel Reseurch

MERCY HIGH SCHOOE &5
AT 11 MILE AND MIDDLEBELY
PRESENTS
THE ANNUAL _
FALL FESTIVAL OF ARTS & CRAFTS
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1996
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
ADMISSION $2.00
ENTER BY GATE 2
NO STROLLERS PLEASE

THANKSGIVING SHOW

FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 29, 30, DEC. 1
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)m““
Learn cake decorating!
... have fun before
the party starts!

“eLearn all the
fundamentals of cake

" decorating—

. even the famous
Wilten rose.

«Four weekly, fun-filled,
2-hour classes.

#$20 registration fee.

-sRegister today!

* Classes fill quickdy.
Why not bring

a fl‘icnd’ Sgn ‘T now and save!

RNy prareem By

METHOD

WitoN CAKE DECORATING CLASSES

Classes start week of October 8.

e e recuied your rogiter
paracn. Ordy T payment of the class Sop will rioarve plate i the cless. Dus o
mmma—m?“—wnw.wmmww—w
90 tha Basic Caks Decorating clasaes. (Supples sxtra)

OAKLAND, FAIRLANE, EASTLAND, NORTHLAND,
WESTLAND, LAXESIDE, SOUTHLAND, OR BUMNMIT PLACE

JCPenney

e

by
PHONE
same day approval

AAA MORTGAGE & FINANCIAL CORFORATION |

733W Dig Beavee - Teoy, M1 480840072 BI0-3624500- Main Hows. Tup of Ty Tumer 1416 mile kast of the Someret Colleution
Manday throogh Frdzy 9 302m 600pm - Thunday 9 3 am -900pm Saturdap 9 30am «$&0pm

& Delefhedas

free homeowner's ch@“‘iﬁg"‘ |
from Standard Federal Bank

No monthly service charge, no per-check fees,
10 minimum balance requirement...and

Don't you love it when you get something extra and you
don't have to pay for it? Well, if you own a home, we've got
something extra to give you {even if your mortgage isn't
with Standard Federal) - a Free Homeowner's Cheddng:

Account with plenty of extras: So stop in at a Standard Federal Banking Center or call
«No monthly sexvice charge us at 1-800/643-9600 today to find out more, Because even
« No minimyam balarice requirement . if you don’t own a home, there are many ways to save
+ No per-check {iees to pay, no matter how many money on monthly service charges with a Standard Federal
checks you write checking account.
Phos, you'll get more extras: N . .
* A book filled with valuable Siandard Federal coupons Helping You Along The Way
+ 50 free checks .
"« Check buy-back of up 0 $10 for umused checks from e s
anather bank 00880800 : .
«$25 pay toward a new Standard Federal e Standard

toothbrush
from your dentist

\ I
‘ Another extra: 30 minutes of Free long
8 distance calls
Call a friend. Have your kids call home from
school. Call when you're out of town...it's up to you.

VISA* whén you qualify

"+« 1iA%intetest discount or, automobie loan rates
| +50% off American Express® Travelers Chequé fecs

Tederal
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