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Wow! 1997
BMW Z3

is pure fun

By Anne Fracassa
Avanti NewsFeatures

BMW’s Innqt!mc motto has
been “The Ultimate Driving

Machine.”

With the 1987 BMW 23, ulti-
nate is an understatement.

Get behind the wheel of this
finely crofted instrument and
start to play with it. Everything
is right there, waiting, wanting
to be touched. Knoba and con-
trols are large enough that an
ape could drive this thing.

Top speed: 140 mph.

My only wish is that I could
have driven it on the speed-limit-
less Autobahn. It begs to be
opened up every time you press
down on the goas pedal. A license
to speed.

From its traditionn} BMW her-
itage and distinctive styling to
its ease of operation, this road-
ster s pure, unadulterated fun,

Everyone noticed this “Bond
company car” when I drove it.
Some poor gentleman r'\ding his
bicycle in Royal Oak craned his
head a little too long and erashed
into a parked car,

Powered by a 1.9-liter 4-cylin-
der engine mated to a 5-speed
mnnunf transmiasion, the Z3 is
the first BMW rondster to hit the
States since 1969, when BMW
relensed the 607, and then in
1988 produced the 21, Both were
available only to the afiluent and
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are collector cars today.

In contrast, the Z3 — although
just as exotic as its predecessors
— is offordable at just $28,750.
t’s pure BMW engineering at its
very best and the 23 is assem-
bled by American hands in
Spartanburg, 5.C.

With a wheelbase of just 96,3
inches, the Z3 is 10 inches short-
er than BMW's 3-series modcla.
The, ehorter wheelbase and wide
front and rear track immediately

ive it a tough front stance, The
ront grille — again, pire BMW
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— further differentiate it from
anything clae on the road.

. The 23 is very egile, quick in
handling and Has a better-than~
you-wan‘id-cxpect ride. The front
and rear suspension systems are
the saime 88 you would find in
the 3-series. It's a quiet ride even
with the top sccured and the
windows rolled U

This opent 2-seater has a man-
ual tblding top that's very cnsy to
uae. Two guick arms releose it
from the ?rnnt windshield and
it’s back there with the fligk of
the wrist. The entire to{: can be
hidden with a smart-looking and
casy-to-install soft cover that
matches the interior color. The
manual top ia also very light, so
you don't have to get out of the
ear to reinatall it,

As for snfoty — which is a
valid zoncern with roadstera —
Bl W was mindful to crash-test
it in straight frontal and offget
barrier cyashes, It meeta the
1997 standards for side impacts.
There are also reinforced wind-
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shicld pflars to protect the oceu-
pants during a rollover accident.

Instrumentation ia smartly
dohe, and the speedometer has
great graphics with white num-

crs on s black background,
There's nlao o tachometer and
temp and fuel gauges.

The rear trunk is, well, a8 you
would expect it to be — not teo
practical. There are storage
placea throughout the cav, how-
ever, including in the protty big
Elovchnx. center console, dooxs,
cliind the seats and a tockable
compartment directly behind the
seats. *
There's even a pawer outlet
right up front for that cellulay
phone or radar detector.

The atandard equipment list is
right up there with the best:
Twin-tube gas-pressure shock
absorbers, engine-speed-sensitive
varinble-ngsist pawer steering, 4-
wheel vacuum-nsgisted dise
brakes, antilack brakes, 16.inch
cast alloy wheels, body-color
bumpers, power windows, cour-
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tesy Hﬁhu, crilsa vontrol, digital
elock, 4-way power driver’s seat,
2-way poiver passehger's seat,
leathur ateering wheel, shift
ktiob, hasidbrake grip ahd boot,
potvet windows, oir conditioning
and dual alrbags.

Standatd is an AM/FM cas-
sette sterew With six apsakers,
You wouldn'’t know i, 1f there's
ohe thing thia baby needs it's
leadrest-mounted gpenkers. On
n freeway, {)ou luse the steres.
&lcck. on & busy street, you lose

Bt the car 1a 80 cool Its casy
td vvartook.

One neat feature is the inter-
mittent wipers, When you're dri.
ving, thoy're going full tilt, When
you slow speed or come to a awr.
the windshicld nutomatically
geta intermittent wiping.

The option ist is worth men-
tioning — ali-aesson traction
conlrol, automatic traneniission,
Teather upholatery, heated seats
outside mirrors and wlndshinll{
wosher jets, an aero kit, cel

hote, CD changer, reinote key-
38 entry and amoker package,
Sust to name a few,

This car ia real);
Bond drove it. \V’l‘;
you?

cool. J ames
y shouldn't

Anne Fracassg s setior editor
of Avanti NewsFeatures. Vote
for the best car of 1898 online
in our reader poll by writing
AVANTI1054@a0).com.

1997 BMW 23

Vehicle clans: Rondster.

Power: 1.9-liter 4-cylinder.
Mileage: 23 city / 31 highway,
\Where built: Spartanburg, 8.C.
Base price: $28,760.
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Many Cold-Weather®
Car Problems Are
Preventable

tAAA) - Basic car enre and carly’
preparation gre the heys o anfo
ad enjoyable cold-weather dris
ving, aceording to the Amerientd
Autontobile Associatiun. :

“Winter brenkdowns are nord. .
likely to occur when battetles ore -
wenk nnd when regular mainte-
nance fa neglected,” snid Qeorge
Qick, managing director of AAA
Automotive Services,

Bnsed on a review of 27.6 mitlion
ealls for emerguitcy rond servive in.
1885, AAA maokea the following
suggestions lor avoidiug winter-
driving hendachies:

. anlec‘!your vehicle thoroughly
inspected. The engine of), radlator,
tlres, battery and Ignitioh aystem
all must be in lop condition to per-
form properly in cold wenther.
Windahield wipers, brakes, tres
and exterior lighta a)so should bo
checked, o
® Prepare n winler survival kit
Buggested ilems include: n {lash-
lght, blankels, booster cnblee, a-
wamning device (flares or reflective
trinngle), & small bng of nbrasive
material (aond or nonclumping ent
litter), etath or voll of paper towels
and o small shovel,
* To prevent fuel line freeze-up
and to avold running out of gas in -
dangerous, cold conditione, keep
your fuel tank at tenst half full.
* Before attempting to jump-start
a vehicle, nlways consult your
owner's manual for hook-up
instructions and snfely informa-
tion.
¢ Consider carrying o cellulor
phone or CB radio to summon
i in case of an

“Vehicle failure is inconvenient
any time of year, but randside
breakdowns in winter can quickly
turn into dangerous siluations,”
snid Gick. “With earcful prepara:
tion, however, cold-weather driving
can be safe and enjoyable.” -
American Automobile Associalid
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