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Toy story: Some Farmington Hills
elementary school students put
some new toys and games to the
test as part of a national market-
ing survey./A3

Stumpling: Detroit Edison representa-
tives came before Furmington Hills
City Council to talk about improve-
ments and tree cutting./A10 '

Retallers ready: The holiday shop-
ping season will get an early
start this year because a late
Thanksgiving leaves five fewer
shopping days before
Christmas./A8

Shooting star: Farmington High
guard Amanda Porter lifts her
team to victory, but college scouts
don’t seem to be noticing./CL

On the gridiron: Harrison and
North Farmington football teams
were in action Friday night./C1
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res
BY TODD WICKS
BTAFY WRITER

. Some fentures of a now proficiency
test have Farmington schools teach-
ers, parents and school board men-
bors debating its merits, -

The resulta of the first-cver High
School Proficiency Test (HSPT) were
roleasod last month, but despite
area studenta placing refatively

NN

Farmington schools officials and parents
are putting different spins on what the
ts from the first-ever state High
School Proficiency Test really mean.

well, somo controversy romains.

“Wo recognize that it was a very
difficult test, and wo acknowledge
that our aceres aro not what we
want them to be,” said Cathy Webb,
school board treasurer.

Of nll aren students, 63 percont
scored proficient in math, 67.7 per-
cent in reading, 44.5 percent in sci-
ence, and 53.8 percont in writing,
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Schools take test to task

Theso scores were sixth, sixth,
fourth and fourth, respectively, in
the county. ..

The HSPT adds a twist to the
MEAP toat it roplaced in high
schools: Besidea tho standard multi-
ple-choleo questi 1 are
often challenged to explain thoir
answera and provido writing sam-
ples to be judged as part of thoir
rending and writing acores.

Some echool officinls blama the
unfamiliarity of thia atyle for the
lower scores, but board watcher and
Formington Hilla parent Patti
Alspach doean't ngree,

“A test is o test,” she said. “Either

‘e

2

the child knows what's going on or
doean’t know. . . . I am very proud of
tho board for how they're reacting to
the resulta, I think their concern {s .
as any other parents” would haove
boen: appalled. . . .You can't bash
the eystem or the board on this one.”

A commonly-hoard complaint was
the unavallability of individual
results, for the achool’s uso and for
students’ personnl use,

*“The state doea not give data back
to'n district 50 wo can sco where stus
donts are missing it, (to find out)
what part of tho curriculum we ard

Neighbors pitch in;
animals to remain
in Farmington Hills

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
BTAYY WEITER

Dotis Kangns has been busy for the last few months
and wondering if her work to keep several animals on
her property would pay off. .

At the Zoning Board of Appeals meeting Sept. 24,
she received her answer. .

*“It was inapiring,” she said of the mecting where 21
of her neighbors spoke up for her in hor attompt to

keep a *bioplnt,” which is what sho calla her collection .

of chickens, ducks, a pig, llama, goats, peacock and
othor animals, *They've supported me and helped mo.”
The board voted to sllow Kangas to keep the ani-
mala provided she mot certain conditions, The issue
came before the clty council at ite Aug. 12 meoting
when the council voted to include a provision for o
vnril:nm from its zoning that would permit the ani-
mals. .

“This (variance) only applics under cortain condi-
tiona and for this property,” sald Zoning Supervisor
Lee Blizman, “But it's an example of community. You
800 poaplo accommodating a different view.”

Kangas, 88, is n vetired Engliah teacher who has

- loved and owned animals all her life and began adopt-

ing abandoned pots and exotic animals alike at her
property on Merton north of 11 Mile in Farmington

Although the city hns grand fathered in somo ﬁmp— :

. Accolade accepted: Harrison High teacher Bill Harmon found out he had been sel
- the state’s top art educator by surprise at a teacher's conference.
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" elry-maker, tenching leaves Har- |

Teacher
puts art
into his

BY TODD WICKS
WAITER

Bill Harmon didn't know he'd
been named Michigan Art Educa-
tor of the Year until he was intro-
duced s sucli before his apeech to
a large group of teachera.

“That was the first timo it had
beon announced,” he said. “What
did I do? I choked, becausa it
alrendy put moro demands on my,
presentation.”

Until this fall, Harmon had
beon tho only art instructor at -
Harrison High School for the past
seven years, In the district since
1968, ho teaches everything from
drawing and painting to ics
and jewelry.

The artist/tcacher was humble
about the honor, given annually
by tho Michigan Art Education-;
Asguciation, J

“You have mixed reactions,” he
gaid. “You'ro proud, but kind of
embarrassed. You look cut at all
these (teachern) who you know in -
your heart deserve this also,
There are many, many good peor
ple out there that just didn't gop
nominated.” .

“Ho is art,” said Rande Horn,
principal at Harrison. “Ho'’s taken
oxtra kids in ciasses, and once
they're in there, he makos it .
important to them. Thoy get todo |
their own thing, and ho honors
that, ;

“There's nothing he wouldn't do .
for a kid in art.” K

Although an nccomplished jew-'

mon little timo for his own pro-"

Jjocta.

“1 wouldn't say that.I show my ,
work regularly,” he said. “Teach-
ing tokos a lot of energy, and I «
often don't have much timo or;
onergy left by the time Igot -
home.” ’

He rofusea to take all of the |

Bec ART TEACHER, A2

Democrat Dibert counts on GOP crossover votes

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
BTAFY WRITER

Steve Dibert knows that his anly
chance to win a state house seat will
be to successfully court Ropublican
votera, -

- Dibert, 29, and Androw Raczkows-
ki, 27, are both ixi their first run for
the 37th State Houso seat held by

Jan Dolan, R-Farmington Hills, who

is vetiring. .
Ina heavily Achubllcun district,

L gyt
-] STATE HOUSE

Dibert .hnl, gono door-to-door with
his message of moderation rather

Dibort must be able to appeal to
GOP voters, something ho thinks is
moro than a long shot.

*First and foremost, I would repre-
sent the constituents,” said Dibert,
who maintains houses for a living.
“I've gotten a lot of offora of help
from Republicans since the prima.
L2

Getting the district’s fair share of -

tax monoy from Lansing will'be a
priority, ho says, especially when it
comes to roads, . .

*“Roads will probably be the priori-

ty,” ho aaid, “With the Democratic

power baso in the tri-county aroa,
we would be able to get our fair
share. Right now, out state Michi-

T Goo DIBEAT, A%

gan, places like Grand Rapid
getting moro than thoir fair sh.
our tax dollars,” i

He says rond improvementa uye &
regional issue, that require redistri-
bution of tax monoy to the avea fiyst,
before any now tax, even a gos dax,
is implemented. o

Dibert says education is anothei
top isaue, with many districts, like
Walled Lake, denling with o boom}

SERVICH WITH A CELEBRITY SAULE

haunted hospital — starting this weekend, Oct; |
11-18, in the Kmart parking lot, Orchard Lake

R o Jympic Gold medalist Sheila Taormina

. will be ono amiling face to meet and greet
patrons aa'the third annual “Celobrity Server
Night" to benefit Farmington Families in Action
takes placo 6-9 p.mi. Wednesday, Oct. 8, at Big
Boy Rostaurant, 20788 Farmington Road, north
of Elght Mile. - :

orties with animals, Knngas would have been in viola~
tion of city code without a vari of a requiren
*that cattle, shoop, goata and pigs not be located with-
in 200 feet of the proparty line, and that buildings to
houso animals such as fow] and rabbits not be closer
than 75 feet'to n property line.” . :

Kargns must atill move her existing fence back
that it in even with tho front edge of her house.

" T saved the animals” she said of the ruling. *And

they've g ven ma a yoar to comply. “I didn't get every-
mhﬁmmm’- . . . ’

T ina will be joisied by many Farmixgton
area bles including: Hills council b
Nancy Bates, Vicid Barnett, Jorry Ellis, Jon
Qrasit, Chery! Oliverio; and Terry Sever; Farm-
ington council membara Mary Bush, Arnie”

Caren Collins; Hills Police Chief Bill Dwyer;
Farmington Public Safety Di Gary Goas;

FARNINGTONFOCUS

Adminai

Road, betweon 13 Mile and 14 Mile. The haunt:
ed hospital will b receiving *pationts” on'the !
woekonds of Oct. 17-20, 24-27, 30 and 31;

1896-87 Miss Farmington Annetta Hohl; 1995
98 Miss Farmi Audroy Ch 3 d

Servers will wait tables and all tips collected

AN EXRTER ¢
aging Dz. Jekyll: Farmington Area
Jaycees ara
houso — with this yoor's theme a

an
Schools 8 dent Bob Max-

15 $5 for ndults and $4 for children
12 and under. Thoss who bring two cans of food
will have a $1 sliced off the entrance fee; o $2-
diseount is given if proof s shown of donating

by colebrity servors will bo given to FFIA's drug ar. '
education program. Big Boy will also donate 10 blood w' tho Red ‘C;ou in omib" ™ S
porcent of tha day’s total salos to the i - To to help at the hat hospital,:

. . call 4776227, A - R

running its third annual '

! : Itema for Farmington Focus may be mailed (o |
the Farmington Observer, 33411 Grand River, |
Farminglon 48335; faxed to 810-477-9723; or |

newspaper office.

dropped off at the




