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Edison talks about improvements.

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
STAFF WRITER

It has been more thon a year
since many Formington Hills
restdents hnd to go for days
without power during somo of
the hottest wenther of the sum-
mer.

The Farmington Hills City
Council snd represcntatives of
electrical pawer supplier Detroit
Edison have not forgotten,

Since July of 1995, a citizen's
lmlk force has met with Edison

ives to find sol

Lo pawer autages, excessive tree
trimming and communications
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between the city's resid and
the utility,

At the Sept. 30 regular council
meeting, the council and utility
company agreed that progress
has been made, but more can be
done, especially in the area of
tree trimming.

Edison Regional Manager
Michnel Palchesko said the com-
pany has apent $2 million since
the summer of 1995 on improve-
ments to its delivery aystem that
cut down on vutages.

“And when residents call, we
put people in touch with them
quickly,” he said.

In addition, the company
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named George Thompnun ag its
Ombudsman for the region ns a
linison between Edison's staff,
communities and citizens.

“Some of your residents
already know me,” said Thomp-
gon, a 33-year Edison employce,

Edison is converting to an
underground system in some
arcas to curtail problema of
downed power lines.

But crews cutting back trees to
avoid problems with power lines
are sometimes cutting away too
much vegetation, some residents
sy,

“I think a lot of concerns were
not only over the methods of
removal, but in the difficulty of
getting questions answered,”

said Assistant City Manager
Dave Call, who has met with
Edison officinls concerning the
isuo,

One 41-year resident who is on
the citizens committee com-
ploined that although the Edison
people were courteous, ho doubt-
ed their knawledge of trecs,

“These young fellas couldn’t
tell one tree from another,” the
resident said, calling the men
“Wood butchers.

“Where orders were to cut 10
feet, they cut 10 yards.”

Peggy Sorvala, Edison facilita-
tor for foreatry/landscape man-
agement, said the company has
540 tree trimmers and 20
foresters out in the ficld in the

region.

"l'ho rule of thumb is that it is
dependent on voltage, the tree
species and whero a cut can be
made,” sho said, adding that
some times a crew will cut far-
ther on a tree to moke surc a
stump does not compete with the
growing part of the tree,

Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi said

dents,” he said. v

Counciiman 'I‘erry Sover said "
the company would be better off
telling residenta in a given orea
about the tree trimming ahead of !
time. "

“Peoplc need to bo informed
prior to you going in, prior to:
going home to find trees, in their’
minds, dc\usmtcd he said,

therc have been impr

and suggested that the company
have anather community meet-
ing at the end of November to
discuss tree trimming policies
and other questions.

Vagnozzi said he has still not
heard from the Michigan Public
Service Commission about the
company replacing tho cost of
apoiled foad after a power out-
oge,

“Often times, regulators listen
more to utilitics than to resi-

Sover d that the com-
pany could give guidelinea obout,
what typo of trees should and
should not be planted near
power lines.

City Manager Danicl Hobbs
snid the city was going to work
with Edison to try and gst infor-
mation concerning the compa-
ny’s operations to the public.

“We're going to become more
active with Channel 8 (publlc .
access),” he said,
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Hills woman cared about her neighborhood

By LARRY O‘CO\'hﬂﬂ
STAFF WRITE!
With Delphine (Polecyn)

Picchowski, her neighborhood
always came first.

Since she grew up and lived in
the southeast corner of Farming-
ton Hills for 60 yeaws, Mrs.
Picchowski made the area's

issues and concernsa her own,
She died Oct. 3 of cardiogenic
-ghock in Canterbury on the Lake
nursing home. She was 68.
“Section 36 wrs onc of the first
places where people settled (in
Farmington Hills),” said Gisele
Wing, a Waldron Street resident
who lived across the street from
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the Piechowski. “When people
moved here, it was scattered.
They built homes pretty much
where they wanted.

“She worked real hard to clean
up the neighborhood here.”

Mra. Picchowski was active in
the Section 36 Homeowners
Aspociation. She was instrumen-
tal in cleaning up blight in the
neighborhood, said Massie
Kurzeja, a former Hills council-
woman and Jongtime Section 36
resident,

“Like nil the old timers, sho
fought for the betterment of the
aren,” Kurzeja said. “She was n
community activist.”

Mrs. Piechowski wasn't afraid
to take her community's con-
cerns to Farmington Hilla City
Council. “She was busy there,
too,” Wing said.

She often spoke out on zoning
cnforcement issues, Hills Mayor
Aldo Vagnozzi said.

“She was a forceful and 3,
strong advocate of her position,” |,
Vagnozzi said.

Illness  curtailed  Mrs. .
Picchowski's community .,
activism in recent years as she. |
battled emphysema and heart, ,
problems.

Mrs. Piechowski was born July
29, 1928 in Detroit, but called
Farmington Hills home. She .
went to Wm. Grace Elementary .,
and was a 1946 Farmington.,
High graduate. .

She was married to Walter,
who died in 1986. Suvivors
include sons: Walter P, of New
Hudson; and Richard of Water-
ford; and three grandchildren. .

Mass was celebrated at Qur,
Lady of Sorrows Church Oct. 5.
Burial was in Holy Sepulchre
Cemetery in Southfield.

Arrangements were made by
‘Thayer-Rock Funeral Home.

OBITUARIES

LOVISE MARTHA TRAPP

Mias Trapp, 89, of Livonia died
Oct. 1 in Charter House of Form-
ington Hilla.

Born in Detroit, Miss Trapp
was a sales elerk.

Survivors include her brother,
Edward H. Trapp; sister, Loretta
White; several nieces and
nephews.

Services were at the Heeney-
Sundquist Funeral Home, Farm-
ington, with the Rev. Carl Mehl
of Redecmer Lutheran Church in
Birmingham officiating. Burial
was in Glen Eden Cemetery,
Livonia.
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MARY R. RHYMER

Miss Rhymer, 47, of Livonia,
formerly of Farmington, died
Scept. 30 in Botaford Hospital,
Farmington Hills.

Born in Oaks, Kentucky, Miss
Rhymer was a nurses aide at the
Greenery Care Center in Farm-
ington.

Survivors include her parents,
‘Woodow and Catherine Rhymer
of Livenia; brother, Woodow
Rhymer Jr. of Livonia.

Services were at the Creech
Funeral Home, Middlesboro,
Kentucky. Burial was in Cub-

bage Cemetery, Cubbage, Ken- -

tucky.

Arrangements were made by
the Thayer-Rock Funeral Home,
Farmington,

JACOB M. HAQE

Mr. Hage, 79, of Rochester
Hills died Oct, 2.

Mr. Hage was a retired..,
chemist,

Survivors include his sons,
Robert and David; daughter, |
Patricin Hage Showalter; five ;
grandchildren.

Services were at the Potere-
Modetz  Funeral  Home,

Rochester, with the Rev. Lloyd .

Buss of Abiding Presence
Lutheran Church officiating.
Burial was in Mt. Olivet Ceme-
tery, Howell.

Memorials may be made to
Rochester Hills Public Library,
500 Olde Towne Road, Rochester
48307.
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QRACE D. POPPENGER

Mrs. Poppenger, 79, of Farm-
ington Hills died Oct. 3 in Bots-
ford Hospital, Farmington Hills,

Born in Detroit, Mrs. Pop-
penger was a receptionist in a
doctors office before retiring. She
waa active in Dollars for Schol-
ars in Livonia.

Survivors include her hus-
band, William Sr.; son, William
Jr.; daughter, JuAnn McFall; six
grnndcluldmn

Services were at tho Northrop-
Sassaman Funeral Home,
Northville, with the Rev. Kurt
Stutz and thu Rev. Marty Kope
officiating. Burinl was in Acacia
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