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Kids take their toying arfoimd‘seriously”'

By TODD WICKS
STAPY WRITER

onkey Madness, Frantic Ants, Brain
‘Warp — parents, learn these nomes.

These toys and games were among the top choic-
ca of kids who porticipated in Duraceil's Ninth
- Annual Kide' Choice Nntianal Survey, which ended
last week at Gill Prime Time, the YMCA after-
school program at Gill Elementary School.
Duracell aponsors the event to help parents
decide which toys to buy for the upcoming holiday
senson.
“The toys ara either out now or will be by Chriat-
. mas,” said Chris Finger, director of Gill Primo

%
Time. “Duracell takes the surveys and turns them
over to '‘Good Morning America’ and other TV
shows. They use kids because thoy're the oncs get-
ting toys as gifts. They'ro the beat measuring
stick.”

Kids nges 4 to 11 tested about 25 toys for two
weeks and elected their nominees to the top ten
Friday. The Prime Time children were among 550
“play-testers™ in 20 citics around the country.

*We have queationnaires to fill out on each toy,”
said Courtney McKenna, 8, who listed some of the
testing criteria: “We see if they work right, if
thoy're for bigger or younger kids, if all the pieces
are there, or if they’re broken.”

Skyler Anderson, 9, continued. “We see if the
directions are good or if the toys are ensy to put

Farmington schools team up
to spread word.on nutrition

together, if it’s a fun game or not.”

Parents got in the tay-testing act, too. “They like
it,” said Finger. “They look at them and actually
play with some of them. They’ll say ‘Oh, that's got
a lot of pieces’ or ‘T'm not buying that."”

The Prime Time kids seemed to enjoy hand-held
clectronies games and toys best, with board games
faring the worst, getting only the one play required
by the survey before being relegated to the comner,

Last year, Beechview Elementary kids did the
Duracell test, while Gill participated in one held
bv WDIV-Channel 4.

Needless to say, the kids enjoyed it.

“When we first got the toys it was really hard,” "

snid Finger. “They were just jumping all over, like,
it was Chiristmas day.” :

ed that although Duracell lets them kecp all of th
toys, they will donate some to children who won'
receive any presents ot the holidays.,

But even playing can turn into work, said Katia
O'Connor, 9. “If you play the toys a couplo of times
they're fun, but if you play them a long time they
get really boring.” .
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Farmington schools are trying
to moke the Team.

A new program by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
(USDA), Team Nutrition is
d d to help impl t

h national school
health guidelinea. The USDA
recently gave Michigan a grant
of $196,710, and is encouraging
schools to apply for $600 por-
tions,

“We're using Team Nutrition
as a vehicle for getting the mes-
sage out,” snid Debra Larson,
nutrition supervisor for Farm-
ington schoola. “It's hopefully
teaching kids to eat bolanced
meals, and that by enting a
schoal lunch, if you eat the whole
thing, you're going to have a bal-
anced meal.”

While the USDA is streasing
menu and preparation changes,
Larson said that Farmington is
one atep ahead of them.

“We've alrcady changed our
monu to be under regulations,”
she said, “Wo've trimmed the fat
to be no moro than 30 pereent of

the total calorica. We've
increased fiber by offering more
fruit and vegetable choices every
day. We also found, believe it or
not, that we had to increase calo-
riea. Deaserts arc now offered
more frequently, but we try to
make them nutritious,”

Some of the arca elementaries
already on Team Nutrition have
received educationnl materials
featuring characters from the
Dianey movie “The Lion King.”

“It's o partnership that we're
very excited about,” said Larson.
“It helps children enjoy the bene-
fits of healthy eating in an enter-
taining way, with characters
that they can relate to.”

She had not been made aware
of the grants, but said, *“Whenev-
er there’s money out there, we
try to bring it into the district.”

To join Team Nutrition,
schools are asked to build o
nutrition Dream Team.

“They suggest putting a
teacher, a parent, someonc in
the community like 2 nurse or
dieticinn, peaple who have chil-
dren in schools, or who are inter-
ested in the redovelopment of

the menu, on the team,” said
Joan Hatch of Oakland Interme-
diate Child Nutrition.

The USDA grant money,
being distributed through Michi-
gan State University, is then
used for o ¢laas activity.

“It might be that they would
toke an experiment into every
classroom and have students
learn pomething more about
foods, like high-fat versua low-
fat foods,” said Hatch.

“I would love to see a class put
a small refrigerator in the class-
room with all healthy foods and
see if their grades are any better
than the class next door.

“Kids could get prizes for
selected ' healthy meal that day.
They might start learning to
read labels. Those are just a few
examples.”

Hatch stressed the importance
of learning good nutrition both
at home and echoal,

“You can't just do it in the
cafeteria. If wo teach it in the
classroom and take it home, you
can really change cating habits.
Then we can really make an
impact.”

Harrison marching band takes
top honors in 2 competitions
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The Harrison High School Marching Band,
under the direction of Mark Phillips and assistant,
Andy James is celebrating two first-place awards
in o row.

Under ndverse weather and field conditions at
both the Weat Bloomf{ield Band Competition on
Sept. 21 and the Novi Fanfara Marching Band

Competition on Sept. 28, the band took top honars

for Flight III compotition and numorous caption
awards (Flights arc detormined by the number of
studenta onrotled at the school, not the size of tho
band).

] feel really good about whero we aro right
now,” Philtips said. “The kids are working really
hard. Everyone sooms real focused with a real pos-
itive, supportive attitude toward one

and color guard. The program this year is o beauti-.
ful portrayal of lifo and love through a musical
combination of Puccini's Opera, “"La Bohemc® and
the modern dny version Jonathan Larson’s, *Rent.”

Tho Harrison band's performance swept the -

Flight III field with a score of seven 1.80 for first
place and caption awards for Best Winds, Best
Marching and Maneuvering, Best Percussion and
Best Color Guard.

Other first placements went to Algonac in Flight
IV, Lakeland in Flight If and Plymouth-Canton in
Flight I .

The Farmington Marching Band, under the
direction of Norman Logan with asaistant Mike
Randall, took fifth placa in Flight II. The Farming-
ton musical program-is George Gershwin's, "An

American in Paris.”
i i for Harrison will be

We've tried to sncourage o lot of atudent lender-
ship this year in torma of really aupporting and
waorking es; lly with the now kida.”

That positive, supportive attitude scems to be a

Bands of Amoricn Mideast Regionals at the Uni-
versity of Tolodo, Oct. 19;r and Michigan Competing
Association State Ch PP

" 4
Jacobsons

Bands at tha Sil-
verdome, Pontiac, Oct. 26.

In the holiday spirit, a majority of the kids decid-




