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Moonlight delights: Downtown
Farmington Business Associa- |
tion’s Moonlight Madness sale hit
a musical note with some mer-
chants./A3

On a misslon: Some folks from
Nardin Park Church in Farmington
Hills spruced up a few homes for
some seniors./A18

Write away: Farmington schools offi-
cials are voicing concern over the
new High School Proficiency Test,
which requires students to answer
essay questions. We think students
need to write more./A16

Golf champlon: Alan Menzies, a
former Farmington Hills resi-
dent, is the 1996 winner of the
Observer & Eccentric men’s golf
tournament./C1

Court battle: City rivals Farming-
ton Harrison and Farmington
High were on opposing sides in
girls basketball Tuesday./CL
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Schools roll back
tax rate by 1 mill

BY TODD WICKS
+ STAY? WRITER

Homestead property owners in tho Farmington
Public School District will receive a one-mill rollback
in fiscal year 1996-97. .

Becausie tho amount per pupil from homeatends can.
not increase, a8 property taxea rise, the millago lovied
on homestends will decrense. Last year's rate, 13.9
mills, will decrcase t012.9 mills this year.

A mill 15 $1 of tax for every $1,000 af stato equalized
valuation, which is half of tho market value.

A person with a $120,000 home would have a S8EV
of $60,000, and thus savo $60 with a mill rollback.

*“What wo spend per pupil comes from tax dollars
and state aid,” said Cheryl Cannon, assistant superin-
tendont of finance; *Every year that number goes up
by an amount which the atate logislates...We're
already getting more tax dollars, so we have to lower
the millage rate. .

*(The rollback) will bo an annual occurrence.”

Last year, the allownnce por pupil was $8,720,

‘- 46,858 of which camo from tho state and noo-homo-

. stonds, The amount from homeateads was $2,067, and

must remain ot that lovel. For the 96-97 fiscal yoar,’

the stato will apend $8,876 per student, $6.8|2‘8 of
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Senator puts road show

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
BTAY? WRITER

Michigan's nowest atato senator is
wasting no timo hitting the road.

Tho longtime atata legislator who
loft the Houso to succeed David
Honigman in the 16th District ufter

a special June cloction held his_

cighth town hall mésting and firat
in Farmington Hills Monday night

State Sen. Willis Bullard, who represents
Farmington Hills and Farmington, is wast-
ing no time in getting to the issuc that mat-
ters most to motorists — roads.

in the city council chambors,
Willis Bullard, R-Milford; asked
Bront Bair, managing director of the

Road Commission for Oakland -

County, to help him discuss the area
and state roads, onc of the hottest
topica in state and local politics.

Buir answered a lot of questions
befors they were asked. And most of
tho answera wero not good news.

Bair said Michigan has done o
good job of controlling tho growth of
state government, but along with
local government, has not made
roada a funding priority.

Michigan has conslstently ranked
at or near tho top 10 states in
health, education nnd wellare, but
has consistently spont lesa on roads,

In 1964, the state ranked fifth in
health spending and was 12th in
1992, Michigan was 11th in educa-

_tion funding in 1964 and 1992 and is

17th in welfare spending.

But roads are another matter. The
state has not ranked higher than
42nd in por capita rond expendi-

turcs sinco 1964 and waae 40th in
1992 and dead last in expenditures
per 1,000 miles of travel. B
. Tho stato also ranks toward the
bottom in fucl tax, at 16 centa a gal~
lon for gas and diescl,"ns compared
to Connécticut, which charges 38
and 1B cents reopectively. Michigan
has not raiscd fuol taxes in almast
13 yeors, "
And nlthough Oakland County,
has benefited in many ways from
dovelopment, road funds haven't
kept pace. H
“Jt's moro expensive to buy land

"o BULLARD, A .u'o;
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Hillg Ice Arena. Figure skating.and hockey

BIATY PUOTO BT SIARON LIMITIX

ides Sarak Lash along at the Farmington
are keeping the arena operating around the

‘bustles at

Business

1ce arena

Tho Farmington Hills Ice Arenn :
hoan't the time to celebrats its .
carly success.

The arena, which made moncy
in its first year, even though it
only began operating in Septem-
ber of 1995, will bo even busicr
this year. The arena is in
Founders Sports Park on Eight
Mile.

“After the first year, I'd soy we
are healthy, wealthy and wise,”
snid Arena Manager Jerry Nelson.
‘“We have more people participat-
ing and we've worked out some of
the problems we had last year.”

Nelson snid people have com-

plied with residency requirements
for youth hockey programs this
year, with more than 70 percent of
the playera being city residents.
.+ "We've been able. o nccommao-
date about 1,000 kids with n with
.a walting list of about 270,” said
Daryl Rice, Farmington Hills
Youth Hockey Association vice
prosident. “We have about 10 resi-
dents who didn't get on a team for:
one reason-or another and we're
working an that. But for the most
part, any resident who wanted to
play is playing.”

Rico aaid the association has
- been besieged in its second year
becnuse many kide could not
skate at other arenas in past

years.

*“Fifty pereent of our kids never
played hockey before,” Rice said.
“That's o tremendous influx.”

Nelsan said about 40 percent o
the older hockey players, in the
Bantam division for 13 to 14-year.
olds and the Midgcets, 16- to 16-
year-olds, are residents. The prob- 3
lem in that age group is that ]
-many of the players already play -
for other teams at other rinks.

Bee ICE ARENA, A2
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Raczkowski: Keep GOP'program on right of way

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
BTAFY WRITER

Although Ropublican Androw

- Raczkowski survived a tough field to
win his party’s nod for statc House
in the primary, the businessman
doos not want to take anything for

granted, -
The 87th House district ia cur-
d by formor Hills

which will come from the atate and
Under Proposal A, the amount that homesatead
taxes can incronse is capped st 5 parcent or less. Can-

rently rep
Mayor Jan Dolan, who fa retiring.

M
Sl'ATE HOUSE

Cathleen Webb in tho primary and
facoa Domocrat Stephen Dibert in
Novembor's general election.

I think ona of the most important
considerations for voters in this dis-
trict should be whether they want a
Ropublican or Democrat majority,”
hesaid. .

Raczkowski, like his opp

t,iaa

ki, 27; narrowly deft

emall businessman with a printing
operation in Eastpointe. But on
most issues, that's wheve the aimi-
Inrity ends. .

Raczkowski is pro-lifo and Dibert
is pro-choice,

Tho U.S. Army Reservo officor
said ho supports public oducation,
but supports more tried and true
tach_iua methods, such as uaing

RERRR

it more affordable for parents tq
choose a privato or other alternativa
school, ‘

I think it would enhance healthy
competition in education,” said the
Detroit College of Law student. -/

Road improvements are important
to the atate and region's cconomicdy
but taxing motoriats is not the way
to pay fn!'thum. he said, Instead,

to tonch reading, Ho also
supports vouchers that would make

favorn a desig:
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non estimates that property values in tho F i
area have been gqing up samewhero botwoen two and

throe parcent.

" %On an individual basis, its hard to tall,” she said,
*Somo people’s taxable valus may have gons up mare
than others.
ings” . . C

Cannon prosentod the rollback to the school board

_ata lpgclal atudy scssion last week, Tho board is

P to app
ingOct. 16, -+ i . S
. % City assessors will bo notified of tho chango, and the

" tax bills that goout in December will bo adjusted.
. ."Itsjusta of the Inw,” sald August Blomquist,
" achool boar:
* “Behools will still get
. ‘not anything special that anybody has done.”"
-+ But don't get him wrong.
‘of taxes rolling back,” ba sald, “provided it gives them
,tho same arount for gervice.”. - :

,tho prop

L

For most people, this qhnuld_bc a sav- -

1 at its m;uhu- meet-,

watcher and Farmington resident.
tho same amount of money. It's .

*Hey, P'm always in favor -

A dentist’s generosity -

Dr, Rhonda Van Horn,

’?,“’“" umns'[qo; .
Calllng MF. Greonjeans

. play in the histo:

s ome youth soccer players aro smiling, and
g0 aro folka ot Farmington Familles in
Action — all thanks to Farmington Hills dontist

Van Horn and hor staff donated timo and
materials to make custom mouthguards for the
Farmington Soccer Club and Farmington schools
soceor teams, Instead of charging a foo, Van . .
‘Horn accopted donations for FFIA's drug and
alcohol awareness education effort and raised

‘1 exhibit on “Barne of Michlzan“' is on'dis-
through Nov,

ion show- *

FARMINGTON FOCUS

30, Early and recent photographs of many area *
barns arc on display, including those in Farm-

armington Hills is tha latest landing spot

for n Pastn-To-Go rostaurant, which spe-
cializes in — you guessed it -~ gourmet Italian
Qinners such as spaghotti, fettuccine alfredo,
chickon caccintoro and pasta primavers, The
now restaurant at 28410 Orchard Loko Road is

Texns,

He'saw

- - dent Dan Sperling came up with tho winnlng -

ington.
. . R entry, *Q-C
Spaghettl heading west Qgt-5. For

o party

ovent.
Items for

Pasta-To-Go restaurants have opened in the 2
Dotroit metro arca as well as Wisconsin and *

R adlo
ita mobile unit and Farmington Hilla resi-

thrown in his drive way with pizea, pop
and chips provided by afternoon dise jockey
Kevin O'Neil, who will broadeast live from the

the Farmington Observer, 33411 Grand River, -
Faormington 48335; faxed to 810-477-9722; -

Inner ‘
station WKQI-FM needed a name for

ruiser,” in n contest sponsored by
the winning name, Sperling will have

Farmington Focus may be mailed to B

rical co
_case at Firmi!.\g!ml Hills Clty Hell

awned by Andy Stefan and son Ron.
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malted to packy@mail.oconline.com.




