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{ LET'S REMODEL |}

Granite makes an excellent countertop

Q: I am having a new home built
and cannot decide on which type of
countertops to put in my kitchen.
We are looking at solid surface
materials such as granite. Any sug-
gestions?

A: There are two types of solid sur-
fnce materinla. Man-made and natural.
Although both types of materints are
good, you need to be sure of the advan-
tages and disadvantages of ench mate-
rial.

Solid-surfacing synthetic materials
are all similar in their characteristics,
The man-made materinls are softer and
therefore scratch casily. Hot pans can-
nat be set on the surface and houschold
appliances such as a coffee-mnker can
burn and discolor the counters. Stain-
ing is also highly probable. Many home-
owners do not like the look of a solid
synthetic because of the dull matte fin-
ish. Homeowners do like the fact that
many shecets can be molded topether
and create a countertop without seams.

Marble is a natural stone but is not
recommended for kitchen countertops
but often used in bathrooms. It is
parous and can harbor dangerous bac-
teria. Because it is soft it can casily
stain.

Granite is a natura! stene {not man-
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made). The common characteristics of
all types of natural stone is the fact
that they took thousands of years to
create. Granite is very dense and non-
porous and would be my recommenda-
tion for a choice of countertop. The
hardness of this stone is equivalent to
70 percent of dinmond. Staining on
most granites ia almost impossible with
an absorption rate as low ns .01 per-
cent.

Unaffected by acids or caustic agents
and the ability to set hot items directly
on the surface are some great ressons
to ider granite. Cleaning granite is
made easy because of the bright pol-
ished surface,

Both granite and solid surface mate-
rinls come in a range of colors, although
their looks are very different. The cost
of granite is always a factor, but
because of new mining methods and
handling procedures, as well as the
increase in volume buying, granite hua
become much mare economical. Certain
color varietiea of granite are more
available and may be less expensive
than the norm.

When making the selection of your
countertop, it is nlways wise to seck the
services of a qualified stone designer.
They can help you in choosing the right

Vet MODE I KITCHEH & BATH o 815 E. Fourh 5t 1 laam st

aclemst 144

e mary optona you hedl b )

nohes of 1uu—wummu.u|2

Aty (Hacnd D T tebark, The w\uwmmn
Pude mone acorkibie weh P iSioon of Ity o Repladien
mnmmmm-ummum

ot i) rhieridnd
mmn“mmamwmu-ww

hwwm.nwmnmqumm“
ehgarca 13 your Lichen, Seiactors Oorchesdor, Yok,
nsvmwwmwmwwnmhmm
MW\RI"

HET. In b0 Lage and smal kichers, e st 24 rches of bang

ulmmdwmmmmumm
rtagn, and 163 incted of ey

K19 £ Faurth &40

MODERN KITCHEN & BATH
CUSTOM CABINETRY & FURNITURE
2 Ouk. Michigan S8 72978 + Finas B10-54

Mmuuwwcmwmm Gan base
Catanaty courd bor 8 ksl o 30 et o

Warehouse
301 Walnut St.

(cother of Thind & Walnug)
Downtown Rochester

650-2450

3 .
nsun Planu & l-‘lowm .

MICHIGAN REMODELING
ASSOCIATION

product based on the lacation and the
use in your home, They can also save
thousands of dollars down the road by
the choice of product.

Remember that you need to take care
in the handling of any of these counter-
top materials. Find out which type of
cleaning praduct is recommended for

your countertop.

Kenny Laymons, stone designer, Mar-
ble Medic division/Alamar Inc., Lincoln
Park 1-800-728-2662.

For your home improvement ques-
tions or a copy of our roster book, or to
have the anssociation spcak at a pro-
gram contact Gayle Walters, executive
direetor of the NARI-Michigan Remod-
cling Association at 810-335-3232. Mail
questions to “Let’s Romodel,” 2187
Orchard Lake Road, Suite 103, Sylvan
Lake, MI 48320, Answers are provided
by members of tho MRA, the local chap-
tor ol' lhe Natienal Assucmuon of thc
R g Industry. Members
profeasmnol contractors, manufactur.
ers, wholesalers, consultants and
lenders representing all facets of resi-
dentinl and light comniercial remodel-
ing. Members answer questions on

“Home Improvement Radio” with Mur-
ray Gula on WEXL-AM 1340, 1-2 p.m,
Saturdays. Call in ot 810-544-1340.

Decorating classes scheduled

Learn the neweast and hottest hands-
on techniques being used by decorators
in classes and workshops offered by All
For Walls in Oak Park.

The topics include lead effect,
antique walls, leather, rag rolling,

crackle effect and colar washing.

Cost is $11 for cach class, 7-9:30 p.m.
Mondays and chncsdnyu at 15160
Northfield Blvd. Material is inclusive,
Crll Eric Jones at (810) 968-8119, {810)
968-6214 or (800} 291-FAUX.

Limited

- on all-wood framel

Limlted

on leather, spring base &
scat cushlonsl .
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= LIFETIME WARRANTY 3

5 YEAR WARRANTY 3

* 9 Colors to Choose From

¢ Matching Love Seat and
Chalr Available
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