This column highlighta promotions,
transfors, hirlngs, awards won and
other key personnel moves within the

real estate y. ‘Send
8 brlaf blographical summary—includ-
Ing the towns af resldence and employ-
ment and a black and white photo if
dosired—to: Movarg and Shakers,
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers,
36251 Schoalcraft, Livonia, 48150,
Our fax number is {313)-591-7279

W'
Shires joins office

Dianc Shires
has joined the
Coldwell
Banker
Schweitzer
team as o sales
associato in the
Birmingham
office.

Shires, an
Oakland Uni-
versity gradu-
ate, is a mem-
bet of the National Association of
Realtors and the Michigan Associn-
tion of Realtors, She lives in Birming-
ham.

Dlane Shires

W-_
Melsner joins C21

Rebecca Mels-
ner has joined
Century 21
Town & Coun-
try in Birming-
hom s an naso-
cinto broker.
Meisner, o
muiti-million
dollar sales pro-
ducer, has 10
+ years experi-
Robecca Melsnor ence in the
She's & Graduate Realtors
and Certified Residentinl
Specialiat,

s

New people announced
. Kenneth Ncumeu:mlJucl ‘Sm'ilh and

business.
Tocts

an
and interior dosign firm based in
Sonthfield two iy

ments,

Aydin H. Erhan, RA, joins the
staff as a project architect,

He has a bachelor of arts in Archi-
tocture from Lawrenco Technological
University and has 12 ycars of profes-
sional expericnce in all phoses of pro-
ject development for health eare, com-
mercial, religious and residential
facilities. .

Erhan lives in Commerce Town-

ship.

Elizabeth Nyquiat, who worked at
Neumann/Smith from 1992-84,
rejoins the stafl as an interior design-
er. She will concentrate in the arcas
of programming, space planning ond
interior design. .

Nyquist has a bachelor of science in
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Homes Sold, Page I4, Mortgage Skbpblng appears in New Homes

BY DOUG FUNKE
STAFPWITER, ) ;
A dog may be man's best fridhd, bu
the family pet can become a commpli-

cating factor when it's time to sell.

“I've worked with buyers who
wouldn't go inta houses when they
heard a dog barking,” said Tom
Tedesco, a Realtor with RE/MAX
Exccutiye in Troy.

Jane Solomon, a Realtor with
Chamberlain in Birmingham, was
onco bitten by a dog while doing nn

Interior Archi ¢ from
Tech where she was awarded the
C Scholarship fo

design excellence.

v’
Joins home Inspectors

Paul Lincnberg hos joined the
BrickKicker Home Inspection Co. in
Rochester o8 marketing director,

He brings a marketing degree from
Minmi (Ohio) University as well as
several years experienca in the real
estate industry to the position,

Linenberg lives in Beverly Hills.

she said. “When I went to take him,
he lunged: and bit me. 1 was furious.
I'm more wary now.” -

‘Then there are exporicnces with
more exotic pets.

Sherry Hetkowsk, an associnte bro-
kor with Remerica Country Place
Realtars in Conton, found the perfect
house for a client excopt for two
things - a family of boa constricters
and a tarantula in separate aquari-
ums on the premises.  °

*It was unbelicvable,” Hetkowski
said. .
*I-had & house once where a bird
enid, ‘Bird shit,” said Sheila Cldrk, n
Realtor with Century 21 Today in
Livonin. *I guess the bird picked it up
from the ownors. Tho prospects
laughed. . Thoy weren't that offendéd.

v ldgse”

“1 wap told the dog was friendly,”.

Problomg are
{piks. are domfortable with
their own peta and their pets with
them. Owners are used to the smells,
noises and the wear-and-tear generat-
cd by their animals,

The same isn't true for prospective
biyers, strangers who show up with
their own expectations and scnsory
awarenesa.

“Pots tend to have odars,” Solomon
paid. “We tend to live with them and
not notice.”

“Cat odor is a big turn-off,” Tedesco
said. “A lot of people have allergies. 1
recommend they (sellers) call a pro-
fossional company to try and eradi-
cate that odor, if poasible, and put pot-
pourri through the house.”

“I had a condo listing that had a
good-siza dog,” snid Carol Copping, o
Renltor with Real Estate One in
Northville,

“The sellers replaced carpoting that
had smells and dog hairs and, during
the time it was on the market, took
the dog to a brother's house in tho
country. That was just great.”

But Copping and her colleagues
acknawledge that not overyono is will-
ing or able to do that.

“Dogs to most people are like chil-
dren,” Solomon said. “It'a hard to talk
with peoplo about pets.” |

Containment is the key.

with nanimals that are -

“Péople necd to make arrangements
for a showing,” Hetkowski said.
“Either they put the dog ina cageina

‘utility room or get a neighbor to come

to take the animal to their house™ .

And out of sight isn't always out of

mind,
“l had & client ance who had a dog
in a cage, but it wouldn't stop bark-
ing,” Copping said. *I suggested they
take the dog for a walk when I have o
showing.

“Then some peoplo will take the dog
for o ridp ~ whicli is a nice thing to do
— but leavo'a huge food bowl half-
filled in an obvious place,” sho added.

Scrateh marks around doors and
windows also are telltale signs of pet

- on premises, Copping said.,

Clark, who owns a Dalmatian, par-
rot and salt-water fish, recommends
that scllera with pets hire n Renltor
who either lives or'has an office near-

by. . .

“I havo shoveled and cleaned dog
poop before showings,” Clark said, “I
keep an air freshener in tho trunk of
my car. If 1 took n listing in Canton,
Redford and Plymouth and all had
dogs, I'd be in trouble.” .

Birds can pregent apecial problems.

“Moat larger birds are likely to bite
a stranger,” Clark snid. “You have to
put a note on tho cage, ‘Please den't
put fingers near the bird.” You

shouldn’t spray an aerosol around a

bird. It could kill it."

Clark has techniques she uses to
make friends with dogs.

“Onc thing 1 do is give people (sell-
ets) a T-shirt or sock I've worn,” she
said. “I nlso rub a rawhide bone on
my sock to get a scent on the bone.

“I always keep bones in my car thot
have my scent. When an animal sees
me, it always secms to know me.”

It also pays to be on friendly terms -
with neighbors and their pets. o

“If ncighbors have-a yapping dog, .
hopefully you can get their coopera~'-
tion and have the dog inside during o
showing,” Copping said, .

“Give tho neighbor’s dog a bone so it .
knows yea,” Clark said. “If you give
him a chewy, the dog will hide, go ent
and won't bother you.” .

Thero ara services that will clean
up affer pets in yards which may .
come in handy for a listing, a neighbor
or both,” Sometimes, it's worthwhile to
spend the maney, N

“I've even had to take a dog to a -
graomer mysclf bocause it was so
dirty,” Clark said.

Empathy is the watchword,

“Think about it in the eyes of the
buyer,” Solomon advised. “You want
them to bo as comfortable as in their.
own home., Do you want someono
coming in and playing with the dog or
looking at the house?” .

Condo owners pay more th‘dh'v'th‘eir fair share

Q. Our city is proposing u tax

to take on the Municipal League a8 wall as any indi-

seller on the property in question.

increase to fix the roads. Wo live
Ina Jominium an Pyt
our own stroets. I do not think it
- ts fair to bo taxed by the clty and
not benofit as do all the othor

EST
QUERIES

ayers. . .
In faot, do you.agree or dia-
-agreo that many d i

vidual municipality. -

Political pressure should continuo, howover, in
behalf of condominium nssocintions to addréss what
waould appoar to be total incquality in regard to the
costa of services being provided. .

Q.1 om o'real ostato brokor who {s distraught

ownera pny more taxes propor-
 tionately' than Individual homo-

: ; ownors on oity sorvicos
FRosgnra, Tcoivedr i
. - A.Thia 18 ono of the major dispari-
Lo . ties among condominium ownors
that nccd& Juation by.the ipalities. Unfor.
tunstely, the municipalitioa may not readily accopt a
d inati this di in treatment and,

) ultimately, only ltigation may remedy this inherent

.| ine ty. - . [ o
- I%n'vo been ‘approachod on'nccgllqn by.aeveral

ogal procecdings

1 to seek to remedy u;lg wrong, Howover, tho costs moy

" b prohibitive for. one. associntion to dofray, nnd it
won_ld appoar that a ‘anenrtnd effort among many

will bo 'y in order

at tho actions of some of my compatriots in thia
clearly sellor’s market. Somo listing and/or soll-
ing brokers aro ly!nz to othor brokors and thoir

g However, tho listing broker has a fiduciary nnh

legal responsibility owed ta other brokors and to the
public in connection with their conduct, including
honesty and integrity. -

If a selling or lsting brokar promises to be avail:
able to negotiato a transaction or to accopt an ofl¢r
and does not do so; or intentionally becomes evasive
80 as tho broker is unablo to reach the listing broker
with an offer, that, in my judgment, ia actionablo con-
duct that can be pursued both legally and adminis-

simplo fors of
id lon and to i

nto p
" nioate offors in an offort to make muré thot thoy .
‘get the very best offer in a

tratively th gh the various state agencies, local
boarde'and/or the courts. .
Bimkaml aro gnh:x to incur the wrath of tha public

titive situn-
tlon. . K3 . . )

‘What can be dono.to ensure that a'buyer’s
agent and customer arc protoctod.against
unsorupulous selling and listing brokers who
may lic and be deceitful in order inximi

in and litigation unless they stop
and recognizo that even in a hat scllera market, they
owe fiduciary responsibilities to their fellow brokera
and customera. . .
Robert M. Meisner is an Ogkland County arca

or to
the benefits inuring to thomi nnd their client..

A. Unfortunatsly, T have not:only heard about this
problem in today's environmént from clients, but
have. personally experionced it ‘on sevoral ‘occasions,
Obviously, the liating broker has a fiduciary responai-

bility awed to the eollor to maximizo the feturn to tho

L

. should not be conatrued as lcgal opinion. -

attorney ng his practice in the arcas of con.

- dominiuma, real estate, corporate law and litigation.

You are invited to submit topics that you would like to
zce discussed In this column, including questions

.about condominiums, by writing Robert M. Mcisner,

30200 Telegraph Road, Suite 467, Bingham Farms Mi
48026: This column provides gencral information und.
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