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Dishing dlgnltarleS' Farmmgtan
and Farmington Hills city and
school officials joined Olympic
gold medalist Sheila Taormina
in raising money for Farmington
Families in Action at Big Boy
restaurant./A3

Splrit soars: A student-operated
store at a Farmington Hills mid-
dle school is doing big busi- -
ness./B4

Women in Business: Among today’s
newspaper inserts, please look for
our annual fall supplement,
Women in Business, focusing on
the array of women who do busi-
ness in Ocakland County.

Grid contest: North Farmington
and Farmington High played for

pride and bragging rights-on the
foatball field Saturday
afternoon./C1

Title share: A tie score resulted in
Farmington High and North
Farmington sharing claim to the
city championship in boys
soccer./C1

Agend; A8 | MovieGuide - BS
ArtisticEvents B4 | O&E Onlino All
BusinetaBrisfs A3 | Obltuaries B4
Classifieds B-D | Police Calls A
Cn d Bi2 | Sports c1
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Mails

Boy in critical
condition after
being hit by van

BY Tobp wicks
AND LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFY WRITERS

A Farmington Hills boy, 12, remained in critical -
condition Saturdny aftornoon after he was struck by a
vehiclo while riding his bike,

Robert Bruno was hit by a van at Grand River and
Middlebelt at about 3:45 p.m. Friday, Farmington
Hills polico anid.,

The youth was riding his BMX bicycle east of Mid-
dlebelt at the time of tho accident, Whilo crossing the
street, he was hit by a blus van driven byn man trhv-
cling eastbound.

The boy upcﬂnneod severs hond trauma and was
taken to Botaford Hospital.

He was then moved to Willilam Beaumont Hospital

,Ildyal Ouk whar‘ he ulnlhmd i:l“ c;lﬁml condition

ahb

] Aleohal was not bellaved to hnvo beon involved in
the An ioitial § aloo indlcates tho
driver was not at fault, eald Farmington mm Polleo
Chiof Willlam Dwyar,

! "*The youngster darted out in front of the vnn,

Dwyer nid. “It Qoesu’t nppear the driver waos at

Tha driver was released,

i
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BY WILLIAM COUTANT
STAFY WRITER

Oakland County Circuit Judge
Jesaica Cooper closed the book on
the petite Japanese woman's time
in court, but left open questions for
the legal systom, medical commu-
nity and people in Japan aa well aa
this country about the death of

“baby Kngn.

Itsumi Kogs, who ploudnd guilty
to voluntary manslatighter but
mentally ill, may not have yot real-
ized tho impnct of her actions of
Nov. 1-2, 1996 that led to the dcnth
of her fi k-old sen Tomay

Itsumi Kan B, sentence
brings a close to a court :
case, but perhaps not
the personal anguish
that remains ahead. "

Bl‘wlll-l“
COUTANT
Brmwm'rn .
Tomayuki
Koga's life

ended in the;
early hours of &

cool, rainy fall -
day, much like the ono nearly o -

year later in which his mother
was sentenced for taking his life.
During that year, Oakland

County Assistant Prosecutor Paul |
Walton and Itsumi Koga's defense |
atternoys Neil Fink and Carale |

Btanyar debated the woman’s
guilt or innocence againat the
backdrop of her isolation and pos-
siblo mental illness until her gen-
tencing Oct. 10,

Onkland Cireuit Judge Jesaica
Cooper ordered that Koga com-
pleto a minimum of seven months
of psychiatric cave in an undis.
closed Oakland County facility,
and then be roturned to Japan for
further treatment,

Five years of probation with P
$500,000 bond guaranteeing cons”

ditions of the probation were nlso ™

ordered. Kogn had pleaded gmlty)

to veluntary manslaughtor hu{«

mentally ill.

for the drowning death of her 2

.. day old pon_sometima between 1%

BTAT? PDOTO KT BRARON LEMIXUT

Listenlng Intentlr Itsumz Koga hearsa quesemn posed to her by Judge Jessica Cooper
through an interpreter during sentencing at Oakland County Circuit Court Thursday

Tragedy could lead mothers to seek help

must have seemed a myszifymg
judicial and medical system.
“She wanta to return to Japan
and be with her family,” said her |
attornoy, Neil Fink, after Itsumi
Koga wos lcd fmm court and taken

and her subsequent incarceration
and journey through what for her

toa facility where sholl
be treated for soven months before
returning to Japan.

P.m. on Nov. 1 and early Nov, 2. '-';:

“There aro.no casy answors,
Judgo Coopor told Koga, wh
waived translation. “For this is.

pure human tragedy.” .

Thot seemed to sum up a cass -

in which a Jnpanese woman had |
come to Farmington Hlllu to hve"- :

?

o673

Knxn, 34, suifered from pontpnr\-
tum dupmssiun That, along with a
combination of her husband spend-,

ing long hours at work, her cultur. .

al isolation and inability to apen!~

English, led herto commit an {rm,.. X
tional act that cost the life of her. ~:

son.
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Wolf: Shrink taxes, expand business

This is the first of two profiles fea-
turing candidates for the 19tk Dis-
trict Oakland County Commission
race. -

B‘l’ WILLIAM caxmm‘
Cumng taxes is easior.gald than

-dono, but Oakland County Commis-

stoner Donn Wolf {an't giving up on

‘o plan to cut; taxes,

Walf, 61, is running for hia fifth
torm as commissioner for the 18th
District, which includes Farmington

and the southorn part of Fnrming-
ton Hills,

“The county is doing well,” uuld
the former Farmington Hills mayor.
“I'm looking for a way to reduce t.ba
tax lovel.”

Wolf has pushed in tho past for a
tax reduction. A one-tenth mill
rcduct(on, which ho has been push-
ing for, would reduce taxes by $6 on
proporty valued at $100, 000 But
tho medest reduction is astart and a
way to keep taxes in check, ho aaid.

In addition, the county is nluu

keoping money over budget in a
millage reduction fund with the
hopo that at some point the county’s
tax rato can bo permanently

uced, .

“It would take two-thirds of the
commissioners to vote to raise it if it
were reduced,” he said,

Wolf, who will bo opposad by
Democrat Kurt Lopez in the Nov. 5
general olection, said lower taxes is
the surest incentive to business
growth and prosperity in the county.

T T T Seo WOLF, A

Donn Wolt

v
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Candldate’s night
he Council of Homeowner Associations of
. Farmington Hills is sponsoring a candi-
atel night at 7 p.m, Wedneaday, Oct. 18, at
!"lrmin tnn Hﬂll City Hnll 11 Mile and
i,aka the 87th Dis.
trlet atate Hanu rncn, Republ[cnn‘l\nd)‘

further § iga.
'I'ha identity of the boy was unknown for a timo
pfter the accident. A television new: rt showed a
nhlrt worn by the boy, which- wu idantlnnd by 3
- nelghbar, Dwyer sald, Ono of the boy'l pmnu woat fa
tlie hospital after being notified,
Tho accident underscores the' nond lbt hlcyclhm to
‘wsar helmets, Dvryer eaid, -
. "Hn’ammmnnerjemwuﬂuthmmdpnnoﬂth
. bead injuries,” ha sald, “Certainly o helmet wnnld‘va

Democrat Stophen Dibort, and

race, Republican incumbent Donn Wolf and
msocratic lenger. Kurt Lopez, will square
oﬂ in the quutlon-und-anmur solnion.

,Boauly‘andthofoast‘
eaidonts and busineases alike will ba hon-
orod for thelr beautification offorts at lha

an
thoso in the 19th Diatrict County Commisaion |

FARMINGTON FOCUS

nnnunl nwnrda luncheon at noon Thurndny Oct,
17, at tho Botaford Inn, Grand River Avenuo.

Veterans take note:
veterana informational senfor w:ll take
place' 7:80-10 p.mi Thursday, Oct. 17, at
VFW Poat No. 2269, 23414 Orchard Lake Eond
Formington Hilla, The ji will focua on
recent changes in tha Taw fur possible entitlo-
ments to VA bunuﬂ

annual Farmir Beautification C

probably extromely hel far
_uhonﬂ.henhudinjuﬂn phl an fur es ¢

A repr ° lrom cho Departmont of

. Offico will bo present to answor questions,

Michigan Veterans of Foreign Wars Servica

Community workshop O
ulticultural/Multiracial Community
Council of Farmington and I‘nrmlngton.

Hills is sponsoring n workshop 6-9 p.m. Monday; |

Qct. 21, at the Farmington Trnining Centor; 3l

33000 Thomas Stroet. A light dinner precodes i

‘the program at 5:30 p.m. Dr. Richard Thomns;

professor of History and Urban Affairs at chl,

gan State University, will conduct tho semins X

Time will be uzed to discuss the guiding prlnd- ]

ples developod by tho council.

The workahop is Timited to 60 pnrﬁeipnnu

Call Stacoy Patera at Oaklan mmunity Col- 7]

lege 471-7632 by Thursday, Oct. 17 ta regiator.
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