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197 Toyota
RAV4 a real
head-turner

By Anne Fracassa
Avanti NewsFeatures

The 1897 Toyota RAV4 is really,
really cute. It's been out about 2
year now, and heads still tumcd
‘when I drove it around town,

Although the RAV4 ig billed as
new coaccpt on sport utility vehi-
cles — the mini SUV — it hes
coml‘y scating for four, has a pur-
. prising amount of rear cargo area
| and a pretty nice ride,

The RAV4 comes in both 2-door
and 4-door models. Driven was the

:" 4-doar mode), which auits o more
21t than two-person family just right.

»: Even with the two-door model,

,” Toyota has n walk-in mcchamsm
<1 for the front passenger scat that
2¢: allows the seat to slide forward to
1. ense cntry nnd exit from the rear
+. seating

n Thc RAV4 blends the conve-
2+ nience, accessibility and comfort of
41 a passenger car and the handling,
1. off-road ability and interior space
'+ of a light-duty off-road vehicle.

It's high enough off the ground
to take just about anywhere. It's
available in a 2-whecl-drive and 4-
wheel-drive model and with either
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site and feels very solid. Roll
around a corner and you don't
have the fenr you’ll tip or two-
wheel the pu;

Outfi m:d wnh a steel block and
ulummum hemi 2.0-liter 16-valve

&

sion. It's got unibody construction
and 4-wheel independent suspen-
gion — the first nnd anly mass-

produced SUV to offer it.

1t sharcs the floorpan design
with previous generation Celicas
and Camrys. And even though it is
high off the ground, you don't feel
it's not stable. It’s quite the oppo-

engine that
outputs a mapec!uble 120 horses.
That’s really adequate for this
vehicle because of its size. Any
more than that would be too
much.
The air-cooled &-speed moanual
transmission is standard on all
models, but available is @ water-
cooled 4-speed clectronically con-
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trolled automatic. The exception is
the 2-door models. You can only
get the B-specd on that one.

All-wheel-drive has a standord
locking center differeatial. What
that means is that on the aute-
matic models. the center differen-
tiat locks nutumntxcnlly when it
feels excessive slip between the
front and rear wheels, On the
manual transmiesion models,
there's a switch that ailows you to
manugl tock or unlock the center
differential. Bottom line: Moro
control of your vehicle,

iOther atuff you'll find on the
RAV4 include  gas-filled
MacPherson struts, anti-rotl bar,
pnwer-nsmsted rack-and-pinion
steering, double wishbone suspen-
sion, all-scason radials on 16-inch

steel wheels (alloy wheels are an
option) and front disc brakes.
Four-wheel anti-lock hrnkea aré
also available.

I talked about it having a lot of
room. Try this on for size: Front
seat passengers have a whopping
39.5 inches of legroom, while any-
one in the rear seats will enjoy
33.9 inches of legroom. The rear

seats are 50/50 splits and can be
reclined or pushed forward.

With the reor scats upright,
you'll get 9.3 cubic feet of storage
space in the 2-door and 26.8 in the
4-dloor. ‘Take off the front hendrest
ond reclining both the front and
rear seat backs, yau can convert it
into o bed. . .

Therc's safcty all around with
standard dual airbags, 3-point
seatbelts in nll outboard seating
positions (in the rear seat, the
middle passenger has a lapbelt),
‘hoight-adjustable front scatbelts
on 4-door models, side-door impact
beans, impact-absorbing chassis
reinforcements, an integrated cen-
ter high mount stop light in the
rear and an encrgy-absorbing
steering wheel.

The automatic shifter is located
on the floor and seemed a little —
1 don’t knaw how to describe it.
Shifting from pork to reverse
ulwnys landed me in ncutral and

ing from rear to drive always
landcd mein D2,

The standard fentures list was
reapectable and included flush-
mounted halogen headlamps, dual

. outsido mlrruro, fubtlc sentinx,

pockets, cupholaars. full instru-

.mentation. (which included

‘speedometer, tachometer, resot- .
table trip méter and fuel lovel end

temperaturo gauges), intermittent

front and rear w dpcn, rear win-

dow defogger and

There's a lot of ntuﬂ' you can
outfit your RAV4 with liko  sun-
roof, 4-wheel ABS, air condition-
ing, cruise cuntrol. 16-inth alu-
minum wheels and twb sound sya-

tems. You can custemizo the RAV4
with 4 different packages with
interior and exterior anemities,

For example, the upgrade pack-
ago includes power windows, door
locks and mirrors and tilt steering
column, Tho style package gives
you cladding graphics and hard
spare tire cover. The active pnck-
age adds o roof rack and projector
fog lamps to the style package.
The rugged package adds graph-
ics, fender flares and side tubes,
I-‘mnlly the convenienco package
includes a removable rear door
bags, center console and ﬂoor
mats.

By the way, this mini- SUV can
ww up to 1,600 pounda.

I did have a heck of & time with
the front seatbelts, however. It
seemed they would stop just short
of where it would lock. I'd have to
return it to its retracted position
three or four times before I could
get it out all the way to buckle the
belt. Just an annoyance.

Truly, this is a really neat little
number, The styling is so different,
so radical and such a departure
from generally conservative
Toyota. Good jab done here.

Snatch on to this mini-SUV. It
sureis a lot of fun.

Annc Fracassa is senior editor. of
Avanti NewsFeatures.

1997 Toyota RAV4

Vehicle clnus Special purpose
vehicle.

Engine: 2.0-liter 4-tylinder dunl

overhead cam.

Milenge: 22 mlyl 27 highway. ~
Whero built: Toyota City, Japan.: :
Price: $18,098.
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True orFalse?
When the brake warning fight
on the tnatrument panel
lights up the brakes should
ba checked within 50 miles.

False! vy
sas thatlight, pull ol tha road
atonce. Faiturs may be
Immlnent, Ask for quallfied
silatance to detsrmine
whather or notii Iy safs to
drive. [ there's any dlscrep-
ancy Inthe braking system the
vahicle should be towod lo 8
service shop for repairs,

Brake tallure, the leading
mvchanicsl causs of highwey
sccldants, noarly ahanys can
50 pveried with regutar
Inspection snd malntenanca of
tha braking system.

If you'd like to see a
particular model tested
or if you have a car
question, send Anne
Fracassa a message at
AVANT! 1054, Avanti’s
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America Online mail-.

box...Or  comment
through the Internst at
AVANTI1054@aol.com..
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