Everything for a

Many people fantasize about
weddings. Some actually have
themt. But it's imposaible to make a
living, l'unmmunx about weddings
—oris it?

"Brides-to-Be was a fantasy for
me,” 80id Cyd LaChiusa, who owns
the leading bridal show company
in Michigan. “Whea [ etai the
business 18 years n
knew what o bri o] show was.
Brides-to-Be created the whole
business.”

Before sho started the company,
LaChiuzn was working in advor-
tising and promotions, which pro-
vided a natural lead-in.

Her company produces - 25 -
shows a year all over metmpolitan
Detroit. Between 60 and 100
wedding-related  busincssca set up
booths and bridea aro able to browse,
comparing  products ond  prices.
Typically, around 600 people attend each
show.

The biggest show of the year is in
January in Dearborn, whero some 4,000
guests come to seo over 260 exhibitors.

She trica to schedule several photog-
mphers at cach show, from the inexpen-
sive to the _oxtreme high end.
Li , cakes, cat
flowers, ice sculptum. and, of course,
wedding gowns and tuxedos are all
nmong the products and services repre-
'~ sented, Visitors can even find such exot-
~ icitems as the swans from "Father of the
Bride.” Ench visitor also reccives a frec
“Brides-To-Be” bridal directory.

A big change from the carly days is
that brides are much more price con-

Monday Octobar 14, 1936

Brides-To-Be Brings Togethér /'

, 1o one oven | .. e,

WOMENINBUSINESS Page 31(0)
Linda Brown of Northland Center
Makes Shopping a Breeze for Moms

With a full schedule at work and a
very active nine-year-old daughter,
Linda Brown knows first-hand how lit-
tle time working moms have.

When Brown joined Northland
Center as its marketing manager, the
working mom used her creative mar-
keting skilla to help
busy women., She
began a “Lunch
Breaks®™ program
during the spring [y
and summer
months, which pro-
vided office employ- H

Cyd wuh four lovely Brtdcs-?b Be

scious than they used to be.

“Moms and dads used to pay for the
wedding,” she snid, *Now, you see more
working women attending the shows and
they’re very awaro of coats, of services, of
what the money will buy”

To fill the need, three shows a year
are "Super Sales” "where cverything is
diszounted.

LaChiusa odded a new division three
years ogo: Babies-To-Be, which holds two
shows annually. About 2 000 people come
to the shows.

She is also planning to expand geo-

graphically into Indinna and Qhjo.

The Brides-To-Be office is located at
36000 Moravia, Suite B, and can be
reached at (810) 790-5500. Tho office is
open @ am. to 5 p.m. Mondny through
Fridoy and callers can request lists of
upcomning shows and a free bridal direc-
tory.

ccs coupons for var-
ious tenants includ- ¥
ing the Center's [
food merchonts, As
part of the package,
she included a valet

parking card and a Linda Brown ofNorthland Center.

map of the Center.

Oflice employces enjoyed not only the
discounts, but uscd the map to quickly
find their favorite stores at Michigan'a
largest shopping center.

And since moms have so little time
around the holidays, Brown worked
with the Southfield Downtown
Development Aut.honty and began a
shuttlo plck~up scrvice for the sur-

A huge
success last year, the NorthStar
Expmas shuttle program will begin
agnin in November during the lunch
periods, The shuttle travels to the sur-
rounding offices, gathers employcea

and transports them to Northland
Center to complets their holiday shop-
ping. On tho shuttle, a greeter provides
the passengers with n Junch and map to
the Center.

“Qur shoppera fell in love with the

shuttle service,” oxplaincd Brown.
“They ate lunch, did-
n't have to wo
about parking, and
were able to return to
j work without being
delayed. In fact, this
program was such a
i hit that we are
repeating it agoin
4 this year.”
: In addition to
J theae  time-saving
¥ programs, Brown has
developed  various
family-oriented
ovents to  provido
Northlnnd's shoppcr& with entertaining
and for tho
entire family. For example, the
NorthStar Kids Club was ercated to
provide cultural entertainment for chil-
dren at Northland, where ecach child
receives a free T-shirt and other goodies
from the center. The adults were pro-
vided with coupon booklets, free valet
parking cards, and so on.

“With time at a premium, we've
developed peograms for our shoppers
that are not only good for the Center,
but will also make our sheppers’ lives
casicr,” concluded Brown.
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‘Metro Detroit's Biggest Fall Show
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$7.00 ADVANCE RESERVATIONS - $8.00 AT DOOR - CALL 810:750-5500
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Everythmg You Need or Want For
Your New Baby or Baby To Be!
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Northiond Contot, 03 your partnor In satety, inviios you to
Join us for o day ©f pducalion ond fun fo¢ ot ogos.
Evonts inctudo:

» Towr o Southfiold
Fio Doportment truck

« Recolve ahoo
“Kindorvision” 1. vidoo ot
your chilid from WNICFM

» Visit tho Chion's Fro
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Doportmont
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» Bko sofoly domonstrations
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» Clowna, face-painting,
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» Drowing for Dolioit Zoo
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