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Senate paves Way for $50 million road-repalr plan

BY TIM‘ RlCllaIlD

«fitats Senate Republicans used
mastly party-line votes to push
through a package of bills to
roise $50 million mero for road
repairs,

The koy bill retained the 6-
cents diesel discount for com-

cial thuckers, a tax break

higan gives to compete with
iana’s lower rate, but raised
quarterly diesel fuel tax

tax on the miles thoy drive in
Michigan, so I disagroo that we
aro letting peoplo got awny with
this.

“Twonty-one million dollars
more will go into the road fund. 1
don't know how to make it any
clearer,” Emmons said. Current-
ly the diesel fuel tax yields near-
1y $200 million a year.

That bill, SB 746, passed with
21 R.opubllcnn yea votes and 16
Democratic no votes,

All area senators voted with
their partics oxcopt Michaol
Bouchard, R-Birmingham, who
was absent.

Other bills will:

* Reduce the 2 percent deduc-
tion that wholesalors receive for
evaporation and spillage of gaso-
line to about 0.5 pereent.

. Cap the state’s [iability in
lawsuita claiming that road con-
ditions contributed.to an acci-
dent at $500, 000 {for non-eco-

nomic (pain and suffering) dam:
ages, If the auit involved bedily
injury or preperty loss, the non-
economic cap wauld bo 5280 000,
© Speed up the process far can-
demning land for public projocts,
including highways, The bill

.could aid land acquisition for

new bascball and football stadi-
ums in Detroit.

s Provide for audits of how
county road agencics use their
funds, require compotitive bids

for all road projects und limit
administrative coata of road
ogencies,

Senate Demoeratic londor
John Cherry of Clio complained
that Duchruw wcm lelk aut of

i r tho pack
and his party would find it hard-
er to voto for a fucl tax inereane
ifsuch o bill comes up.

Michigan's fucl tax has been at
15 centa a gallon since 1882,
Road graups are urging tho Leg-

ialature to increnso it to repair .
ronda, Gov. John Engler is at |
with lawmakers on whether

.tho incraase should go only to

V
'
the Michigan Department of |
Transportation or be split with |
county and municipal road agen- 5
cies. .

The Associated Press contribut- |
ed, to this story. Refer to SB 746
and the road package when writ- :
ing to your state representative, -
State Capitol, Lansing 48909, .
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