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Group preserves Lord’s harvest for needy

BY SHARON DARGAY
STAFY WRITER

For a few hours last Wednes-
day, Jamey Lykins shared a
common purpose with Jackson
prison inmates,

Manual labor fucled their
visions and nourished their
souls.

And tomatoes — 2,000 cans of
them — were the threads that
bound them together.

“It's our belief that the Lord
orgnmzcd this church nat only
for splntunl matters but tempo-
ral matters,” Lykins explained.

That's why the Rochester Hills
man and fellow members of the
Church of Jesus Christ of the
Latter-Day Saints, Rochester
ward, sorted, cleaned, peeled,
canned and labeled tomatoes
grown by prisoners in Jackson
and Adrian correctionnl inatitu-
tions. .

The produce is headed for food
banks that feed the necdy
throughout the atate.

Mormon church members in
southeastern Michigan have pre-
served about 40,000 cans of
whole tomatocs since prisoners
bcgnn harvesting their gnrdcns
in late summer,

The 4-ycar-old tomato project
is just one of several humanitari-
an efforta at the church’s can-
nery and foed storehouse in

Happy to help: Gracicla Hansen of Rochester Hills grins her way through labeling the
cans of tomatoes that volunteers from the church of Jesus Christ of the Latter-Day
Saints, Rochester ward, sorted, cleaned, pecled and canned.

Farmington Hills.

Volunteers will start canning
peach jam this week and will
tackle pasta sauce, apple snuce
and tomato soup production
later this year.

Most of the produce will bene-
fit food banks and other charity
projects in Michigan. Some,
including peaches grown in
church orchards, will stock
pantry shelves in Mormon atore-

houses nationwide, The church
maintains its own welfare sys-
tem by growing, conning and
storing its own provisions for
needy members,

“Each congregation worldwide
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No one is more qualified as a guide to healthy
“living than a primary care physician. And by

choosing one from The Detroit Medical Center

care every step o.['xh-: way.
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cane physicians specialize in
medicine, internal medi-
gyn. This allows you to

your needs. |
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office locarium,: it's casy to get the care you need
fmm your home or warkplace. . |
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ndv:r;t:fgc of havi;;g :'p‘n’mar); care physician from
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DMC's role as a lc:dr; continues to

In shore, providing your family,
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Waynu State Unlvalqity
The Detroit’

referred to a specialist if needed. The DMC

provides care in 80 medical specialties and sub-

disease and birth defects.

in phrt to ongoing partnerships with

) Cancer Insri(;nc
of Medicine, the
grow.

with sonie of ll}c
the counn:y starts

the DMC.

toward good health. And for every

Medical Center

1-600-666-3466. :

is nssigned to a production pro-
ject. It may ba a cannery. It may
be a plant that makes hand
soap. It may be an orchard that
grows peaches,” explained Nils
Johansson, cannery agent. “In
our area we're nasigned a can-
nery. It is up to us to koop it
going and provide the labor. We
request 40 volunteors for each
shift from our church.”

Volunteers enjoy it

Each ward voluntcers two or
three times a year. Guest valun-
toors from churches, civie
groups, schools and buamcssen,
pitch in, too.

*In this whole operation we
have oneo paid employce. Every-
one eolse is o volunteer. You have
bank presidents working next to
the janitor and enjoying it
immensely,” Johansson said.

Crews arrive by 6 p.m., review
safoty and sanitation rules and
then suit up in apron, haoir cap
and gloves for five-hour stints in
the production room. Trained
volunteers mold nowcomers and
vetorans nlike into a team capa-
ble of producing 1,600-2,000 cans
per night.

“Everything made here is teat-
ed by measurements that are
stricter than the federal govern-
ment's, No product will go out of
here unless it meets standards,”
he noted, “We have not had a
single accident here and you
have many peaple who haven't
even been here before.”

The production room echoed
with the sound of laughter and
the din of clanking, rolling and
gnashing machine parts during
Lykins' shift.

Steam wafted from the assem-
bly line in misty clouds and hov-
ered over conveyor belts.
Smashed tomatoes swam in pud-
dles on the tile floor.

At one end of the line, volun-

Spray: Chris Smith of
Rochester sprays down
the kitchen after canning.

teers fished the palm-sized fruit
from a tub of water, separating
“the bad from the good,”
explained Flint ward member
Tammy Brown.

Thao good tomatoes rode a con-
veyor belt through'an acid chem-
ical bath that removes pecls.

“Wo used to have to soak them.
ond peel thom off. We had twice,
as many people up here,” sajfd=
Claude Barker, bishop of the
Grand Blanc ward, and ono of-
several volunteers who nmppcﬁ'
off pecl remnonts.

Canning heritage g

Mary Ann Franson, a Clnrk-
ston ward member, scnopvd,
tomatoes through a holo and into,,
cans,

She noted that canning is n
part of Mormon heritage.

“What'a really exciting is thlu_
families can come here to the”
cannery and do their own family,
canning. It's a wonderful oppors;
tunity for those who don't ha
tho opportunity to can at home;
And where else could you throw”
tomatoes on the floor without”
getting in trouble?”

Franeon and her husband vol-:
unteer on a regular basis. She'll,
return to the cannery in a few-
weeks with her 17-year-old son. =

“We feel that the way to find
happiness is through service to”
others,” she said. “It's a way to
feel grnleful for your bleasings’
and it's a way to try to hecomo‘
more like the savior.” ‘

Dave Malone, a Rochestor!
sward member, volunteers at the'
cannery as often as he can.
week he tended the processing
tanks, )

“They always stick me with”
this because it's a little more:
complicated,” he noted.

The cans cook in a sculdmg_
steam bath and then cool in cold .
water before they are 1ubaled~
and boxed. .

“The food here is good qunhty.
food,” said Cathy Gorge,
Rochester ward membor. “It's
good, It’s like what you'd buy in,
a store.” n

She and her husband touk
turns working at the cannery”
and babysitting their prcachool—"
ers at home last week. :

Gorge said the facility ennblen',
families serve and strengthe.
their religious beliefs together., * N

“If you want to judge a person
on what they believe, watch”
what they do, she said. “W:th the*
Church of Jesus Christ of thet
Latter-Day Saints, it's easy to
see what they belteve because:
you can sec their good works.” -~

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS ‘T

315656 ELEVEN MILE ROAD “F

FARMINGTON HILLS, MI 48336-1165 T
ADVERTISEMENT

Tho City of Farmington Hitls Purchasing Divislon will solicit sealed bids
during the noxt forty-five (45) days for the following producta’ and/or

The C!ly annrmmth Hllh rescrves the right to necept or reject any or nil ©
bids, either in part or in whole, to wolve any formalities and to oceept the -
bid whlch it belloven to be in the best interest of the City.
KATHRYN A DORNAN
City Clork ;
Publish: Octobar 17, 1990

services;
Interior painting o!Cuy Hall K
Electrostatie painting o
Terrazzo noor nﬂnhhln: nds
Spccll‘cnuam may. bo ohmlned by contacting the Purchasing Division. All.. |
bids m1 with tho bid

" CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR HEARING MEETING
OCTOBER 14, 1998
The meoting was called to order by Mayor Vegnozzi at 7:30 p.m.
Council Present: . Darrott, Bates, Ellis, Oliverio, Saver, and Vagnozzi.
Council Absents ~ Grant.
thers Prosent: Clly Manager Hobbs, City Clerk Dornan, Assisthnt
City Managera Hrock and Call, Diroctora Binaell,
oy, Pottor, and Attornoy Donohue.
COUNCIL TOOK THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS:

Bpocial event permit far BL Phblam School featival on Odaber 20, 1986,
Clty Council mooling miniutes of Soptember 16 and 30, 1908, :
Exscutive session to' discuss City Au.amey writtan oplnlon ra: 20835

Gernldins.

AWAEDBD BIDE/PURCHASE ORDERS FOR) g
Demolitlon/removal of mobile home structure at 33610 Calfax to nhm
Btar, Inc. In the amount of $3,450.00.
Band chloride for anow/ice control to Construction Materials, Inc.in m. .
amount of $31,250.f

Teo melting material to Lawer Huron in the amount of $7,636.00.
Asrator {0 WF Miller in the amount of $22,085; falrway mower to
Bpartan Distributors in tha amount of $10,664.00 for Department of

Commugications e ulpmunt for Polico Department to Mnbilo
Communcations Bmz the amount ,848.00.

. TMprlnuulaQull!\ydanu inthe mmbo!ﬁmmw ‘
- S;t:dlvhlm troe planting pmfrlm o Tom's Landscaping Lndu ameount 7|
of $11,208.00,

- Postponed consideration of request for varianca for building located in o -
floodplain at 20536 Gvrn]dina to Octobor 21, 1996, |

- Rmivnd report from Ci Bates re: d at Nullunnl

es Human meating.

- llaecivcd Attornoy's report for month of October. . B
Va H f

~ Contract with Tom Dunty & Anu:hm consultant nwicu to eonduu.
organizational analysis of Department of Special Sorvi

+  Master contract with SMAR.T. for Municipal CredlllCammuldly CI'MH.
Programs.

- ‘Two year ] t with Financinl for "]

. eompuun{aﬂ{ou

e mstem ey ey s AT AN R A = S e ke 52w s A A e

u

MAYOR ALDO VAGNOZZ1 |
' KATHRYN A DOIINAN 3 Clty Clnrk
o S Pribliab: Dctabut l'l. 1900 . - =]
et o1 10
" o . v .
- R - . .
K 3 i i . t



