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~Cable show deals with diversity

Catch them on INFO TV-12, or, ifynu N
lke, stop by both Farmington publie -

" Tune into INFO TV.
12 Tuesdays at 6 p.m,
and get in “tuno” with
tho spirit that lives in
our community con-
cerning cultural diver-
sity and awarcncas.

. You'll bo watching
taped soesions of the
Multicultural/Multira-
cial Community Coun-
cil of Farmington Hilla.

,'This is an organiza- Mcﬁlgé%gg
tion that works to T
assure that all rosi-

dents of our community enjoy a harmo-

nious, healthy cnvlronment nmi that
thoy foal welcomo and comfortnbln ln

urleu. the group has sponsored work.
shops and d.wcuuinn punels and eatab-

Bnlaon and Jlm Hall, co-chnlrl of the
cmmcll expound on & dmﬂ. of guiding

their citics, schools and
The Mull)lcuhumm:ﬂumdnl Council is

lished the fi Recogni-

a hoalthy,

ﬁon Aw:m-h lut Jnnuury.
hava included Polico Chief

P and
of di +

y in our
ty.

R from tho Farmi)
Public Schools, atudents, the Farming-
ton and Farmington Htlls city govern-
rents, the religious community and
other interested citizons mect monthly,

All mombers of the community are
waleomo (for more infermation, you may
call 473.9500).

In addition to ita monthly forum

Isafnh McKinnon, the Rev. Charles
Adams and Father Willlam Cunning-
ham as well as leadors from the Jewiah,
ambxc and Nativo American communi-
es.
You won't want to misa tho Multicul

diverse commumty.

Through the end 'of the year, Bolsen
states, *we'll be working with focus
groups in tho community to get food-
bixck on the draft of the guiding princi-
ples.

After the first of tho year, the princi-

tural/Multiracial's kick off rally with
Diana Lewis, Channel 7 Nows Anchor,
Dinna's -pnch ie indoed an uplifting
one commending the council for its

ples will be to both city coun-
¢ils and the school bonrd.

Bolscn adds, “This ia your community.
We nre mklng a proactive stance in pro-
moting cultural awareness. Attend the

work. In this special Karen

libraries and check out a copy of the
programs,

Tho next SWOCC mecting is’ 7-p.m.

Tuesday, Nov. 19, at Farmington H:lls '.

City Hall,

‘The next CAC meeting is 7 p.m. Tueu- :

day, Nov. 12, at SWOCC.

Mary Linda Calderone is the Commu-
nity Qutreach Coordinator for the
Southwestern Oakland Cable Commis-
sion.

Siena Literacy Center’s pro_gram adds up to successf

.. 1y there are b

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
SPECIAL WRITER

- When Freda Vassar failed to
pass the math section of the
ontrance exam for Focus:
HOPE's machinist program, sho
contacted the Siena Literacy
Center in Redford for help.

Ton months later, volunteer
math tutor Donna Jeziorski of
Bloomfield Hills thinks Vassar'a
determination will ensure the
40-year old Detroit mother place-
ment in the program.

Located in a wing of Bishop
Borgess High School, the non-
profit center provides free one-
on-one tutoring services for

» - adults,

“I hod a tough time with math
in high schoal. I never did enjoy
it because I dida't understand it
but with the help of Donna it's
even kind of fun,” snid Vassar,

The Siena Literacy Center
opened last October under the
dircction of Sisters Mary Hem-
men and Mary Kastens. A pro-
Jjeet of the Adrion Dominican Sis-
ters, the iden originated after a

-similar program.run by the order
for eight years at Dominican
High School in Detroit, Present-

*“We decided if thero’s a need
on tho east side, thore's one on
the weat aide as well.*

“I suspect thero are a lot moro
who could be helped by the cen-
tor. If you know someone tell
them about it. Don't bo afraid to
admit you need help with a read-
ing difficulty. It will enrich your
lifo,” snid Sister Hemmen,

“Qur students arc people of all
ages from their 208 to retired
peaple who need to brush up on
math and reading skills, people
between jobs, people looking to
advanco in their jobs, people who
are learning dnuubled displaced
homemakers,

“Seme sny they just want to be
able to read to their children.
Thoy're concerned about thoir
children finding out they can't
read.”

Funded by the Adrian Domini-
can Sisters, the center initially
sought and received grants from
Community Services of South-
cast Michigan and the Archdio-
cese of Detroit along with contri-
butiona from private individuals
and area churches. As with all
nonprofit organizations, the cen-
tcr constantly needs to attract
Hours are flexible ns

50 and 60
students enrolled at the Redford
center, which rents apace from
Bishop Borgess,

the center is open from 9 a.m. to
7 p.m. Monday through Fridny.
“We're looking for people will-

Ethiopian Israelis tell
about travels, travails

BY LARRY PALADING
BTAFY WRITER

- When the “Children of the
Dream” spoke to the children of
Akiva Hebrew Day School, it
became clear the Ethiopian
guests had suffered some night-
mares before being able to real-
ize their dream- a life is Israel.
Four Ethiopian Israeli
teenagers addressed the Akiva
students last week in Lathrup
Village, but one of them, Yael
Azala, had ta choke back tears
and cut her talk short beeause of
tragic flashbacks.
She wae just 7 when sha nnd

strangers,

"l'hey used to call us some bad
names,” ho said. “They thought
that at night they (Jewu) grew
tutls. If you say you're a Jew
you're in trouble. Some think ifa
.lisw looked at you would get
Biek”

Tho visit to Akiva was the
final stop among aix arca schools’
for tho group in a trip that began
Scpt. 30 and concluded Monday.
Southfield-Lathrup High School
cntertained the group Tueaday
with a singing group and band.
The Children of the Dream also
vmlcd Onk Park, Berkley, West
ficld and Detroit Renais-

ds of othor E
Juw:sh children were airlifted to
Isracl under the now-famed
“Operation Moges” in 1984.85,
llihf: predeceasor 4o the 1990 air-
“Q on Sal »

nnm high schoola in a program
Rhnuimd by H. Adam Cohen of the

. Four Akiva high achool stu.
dnnm aervod as hoata for the

Her mother didn't make it out.
Noithor did her brother. Thoy
died in Sudan, tho nation to the
west of Ethiopin, as did hun.
drods of others who trekked
there to participate in an escape
network, Thoy hid in the

Isracli teons for thoir
entire stay: Georgetto Klciman,
Josh Skarf, Aliza Hochbaum and
Shiomo Winkler,

Babu Yaacov, who stayed at
the home of Michael and Torry
Dworkin uf Southﬂnld

Sudanese desert while i

dn’airplane to whisk them awny
to Iarael. Hundreds of Ethiopian
Jowa were murdered and many
mhm died of starvation along the

Aznla 's father did make it out,
hut ho died in Israel, . .
+ *There are 1,500 kids in Isracl
from Ethiopia without parents,”
said Babu Yaacov, the Ethjopinn
Israoli chaperone for Azala and
tho othar teons: Navn Kobedo,
‘Mulaw Yaacov and Assaf Mola, -

< The group visited tho United
Suml in a cultural project apon-
gored by the Michigan regional

offico in Southfield of the Anti.

Dofamation League. The ADL
aponsored a similar program two
yetrs ago.

'Bubu Vaacov didn't dwell on it,
bt he haa his own bitter memo-
ries of his homeland: “My wife
was 16 when she was tortured in
th!opia They tortured her foet.
8he has scars on the bottom of.

 herfeet”

.:In Ethiopia, ha told the stu-
dents, native Jews: never coutd
land and ware locked upon
fellow Ethloplans an

d the
both Hebrew nnd Engllah hut
the teons spoke in Hebrew.

“It was very cnjoyable, really

interesting,” eald Georgotts, 18,
who had 19-year-old Nava stay

‘with her. “I got to communicata

with her and see how life was jn -
Ethiopin and in Isracl, Our nges

. um differont, but we hava some:

ings in common, And ho conld
hnlp ma with my homework and"
Hebréw subjocts.

- Rabbil Karmi Gron principal
of Judaic Studies ot Aklvn. pro-
vided some background to the
students about'the gueats and
conducted a question.and-
answor sedsfon afterwards,

“It's more than fnuinnﬁng to
hear stories we've only read
about,” Gross nh‘l to the etu-
dents.

“Many tlmol we don't renlize

in. and appreciato whet we our-

aelves have. Ons of the most

‘amazing storios nf our time is

the story of the Ethiopian Jewn.
Can you imagine meeting a

brother and sister you haven't. .

seen in 2,000 years? That's reals~

ly what hﬂpped with the EthopI- 1
.. an Jewa,” ; . X
' o i

ing to mtor 112t 2 hours a
ir n the

Southficld as well as for other
such as F LS. H.

week at
arcas of madlng and math. No
pravious experience is needod,
In fact, it sometimes hinders, If
a person wants to teach, they
can do {t. It's very satiafying
lending a holping hand to some-
one who can’t do what you can
do,” Sister Hemmon said.

Louis Finger of Farmington
Hills began volunteoring his
timo at the conter in March, A
rotired Chryslor engincer, he
also is a volunteor ot St,

Michael's Catholic Church in

“It's fun watching thom make
progresa but it's a shame wo
have to do this bocause they're
apparently not gotting tha edu-
cotion whon thoy should be,”
aaid Fingor, whose wife Reno
will begin tutoring atudents next
week,

“Having eight children, 1did o
lot of teaching. I like helpmg
people. It's what makes life
worthwhile, g0 you feol like you
hnvu a purpose in life besides
cnjoying yourself,” said Rene

Fingor, who also volunteers in
the poverty program and library
at St. Michael's,

Donna Jeziorski plans to con-
tinue volunteering her timo at
the conter after Vassar enters
the Focus: HOPE program. Liko
Vasaar, Joziorski went back to
school in'her 408 to earn a teach-
ing cortificate in math from
Marygrove College. She initially
began volunteering at the center
to keep her skills sharp after suf-
fering a series of serious illness.
¢s. She heard about tho need for
volunteers through an advertise-

predented by

Hitls C

ment in tho church paper pub- .

lished by St., Hugo of the Hills in
Bloomfield Hills,

“The tutor maybe even gota
more than the students. It's the
reward, the stimulation of all
these podple whd want to dp
more. It inspires,” said Joziorski,

The Siena Literacy Ccntcr,
which uscs the Laubach Reading
Syntm of lmclnng, holds period-
ic training sessions for ncw
tutors. For information call (313)
532-8404. .
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