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MOVIES

Splke Lee’s tribute to Million Man March stays on track

BY JOUN MONAGHAN
BPECIAL WRITER

It's probably too crowded.
Perhaps it has onc speech too
mapy. But Spike Lee's tribute to
lust; year's Miltion Man March is
one of the most poignant, heart-
felt movies of the year and the
director's decade-long eareer

“Get on the Bus” which
apened Wednesdny on the {irst
anniversary of the cvent, charts
the journcey of a dozen or so black
men from South Central Los
Angeles to the march in
Washington.

Orgnnizer Louis Farrakhan
billed it as a day of atonement

and responsibility for black
males, while some #nw it as a
self-serving opportunity for the
Muslim lender to further his con-
troversial beliefs, By some
counts, the march drew well over
o million people,

The passenger list on this
chartered bus is composed of o
crogs-section of the African-
Ameriean papulation. They rep-
resent various religious faiths

-«nd sociocconomic levels. Some

are guy and some darker
skinned thon others,

Veteran actors Ossie Davis
and Charles S. Dutton play the
elder statesmen of the group.

The former's Jeremiah, divorved
and now destitute, alwnys
regretted not marching with Dr.
Murtin Luther King in 1963,
Georyge, the bus driver played by
Dutten, serves as spiritual lead-
er and den mather,

Gary (Roger Guenver Smith) is
a light-skinned man whose
policemnn father was killed by
gnng members, He understand-
ably has a bone to pick with
Jumal (Gubriel Cnsseus), n gong
banger-turned-socinl worker who
shamefully admits to having
offed at least n dozen peaple in
his youth.

Evan (Thomas Jefferson Byrd)

kil

shows up with his tecnage son in
chaina. A court order requires
that the boy bo tethored to his
father far 72 hours for a larcony
charge and Evan intends to
carry out the sentence. The other
bus passengers, ready to cele-
brate the progress they have
made since slavery, don't appre-
ciate the connotation.

In “Got on the Bus” chaina
become an important symbol,
The movie opens with closeups of
legs and hands shackted and
cnds with chaina on the steps of
the Lincoln Memoriaol. Along the
way, it wrestles with the way
society haa both linked African
American men together and held
them apart.

Lee the actor has wisely
stayed out of the film, but shows
up in the guise of Xavier (Hill
Harper), a youag {ilin school atu-
dLnL who videotapes the trip.
even calls him Spike

Lee, Jr.

LESTER 8LOAN

Joumey: The group boards the bus headed for the his-

toric Million Man March at South Central L.A's First

AME Church, as strangers, but emerge three days and
two thousand miles later as brothers in “Get on the

are ready !o toke the long trx
home, we've heard so many '
phllonophles from so many
sources that Dutton's and Davis'
lengthy eulogics can be a bit
much.

Oversll, Lec's bus stays right
on track with a movic that
stands etreng with his classics
“Malcolm X" and “Do the Right
Thing”

John Monaghan welcomes your
calls and comments. dial (313)
953-2047 on a touch-fone plwm’.
mailbox 18G6.

Capote was a prolific novelist, "

short-story and screen writer.
Which of Capote's other works do
you think would make a great
movie, and why?

Ten winners will receive a
paperback copy of “The Grass
Harp,” by Truman Capote.

Send or fax your answers, as

soon as possible, to Keely *

A

Wygonik, Arts & Entertainment '

Editor, Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, Inc. To fax {313)
£91.7279, or mail entries to
Wygonik at the Observer &
Eccentric Newspopers, 36261
Schooleraft, Livonia, MI 48150
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