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{ INTERIOR MOTIVES }

Painted furniture held interest

Painted furniture of
Early American
derivation, prior to the
Amicrican Revolution,
was most simple in
form and almost primi-
tive in character.

The enrly nottlers
brought some of their
posscagions with them
to the New World, but
that which was pro-
duced here was mostly
made of pinc ar ash. The colonists’ basic
needs were utilitarinn; ergo the pieces
were atrmghtforwurd durable and
usable,

Eventually there seemed to be a need
to enhance this simple furniture’s
appearance. Painting it was logical, At
first it was a light wash of a single
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calor, not always completely covering
the wood, At a later date another light
wash was added, again not always cov-
ering. The second wash rarely matched
the first, which created an interesting
double finish color.

Chests with lift tops, cabinets, cup-
boards and Welsh dressers were for
storage (before closets) and of course
tables and chairs were the necessities
of life, All of the preceding were more
cherished if they were painted, and the
painting of them became more sophisti-
cated ns time elapsed.

Truly Eoarly American furniture
pivces {antiques, if you will) arc a far
cry from that found in stores. You can
create awesome and individual exam-
ples with ingenuity,

“Pennaylvania Dutch" bears imita-

tion. Thesc early scttlers exceuted some
prodigious designs, and handpninted
them on the fronts and sides of cabincts
and on the tops of chests. Search at
antique showa and shops for the whim-
sical and charming. You can even buy

- stencils of delightful patterns and color

them to suit your needs.

In the history of painted furniture we
find more clegance in French and Ori-
ental, much later in time. They often
used lacquer. The basic color usually
was black, but white, red and other col-
ors were also available. Designs were
added.

The mosat decorative was named
“Coromandel,” gorgeous beyond my

- descriptive powers. You must actually

gee it to comprehend. Again I suggest a
vigit to antique shaps to identify Coro-
mandel. :

Books, American art focus of talks

I8 there gold i in your attic? Visit the
Rochester Hills B at Van Hi
Farm 10 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 19, for a
lecture on what makes a book rare and
valuable, .

Robert Gaylor, the curator of rare
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books at Qaklend University, will offer
nssess but not formally appraise booka.
Judy Knowles of the Detroit Institute
of Arts speakers burcau will show
slides, “American Art with a Michigan
Connection,” 10 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 2,
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Admission is $2 for adults, $1 for
senior citizens and students, The muse-
um is on Van Hoosen Road, one mile
cast of Rochester Road, off Tienken and
four miles north of M-69. Preregistra-
tion is requested. Call (810) 656-4663.

Naomi Stone Levy, a Franklin resi-
dent, is an interior designer and a for-
mer sceretary of the American Seciety of
Interior Designers. You can leave her a
message by dialing (313) 953-2047 on a
touch-tone phone, then her mailbox
number, 1897,

Colorworks
offers art show
at new studio

Join a double celebration at Color-
works, 32606 Northwestern Highway in
Farmington Hills, Wednesday-Thurs-
day, Oct. 23-24,

Preview Colorworks' wonderful new
studio of custom intcrior design and
attend its annual fall fine art event, The
art show preacnts works in various
media by more than 100 artists,

Fine art, great food and good compa-
ny will be featured. Hours are 11 a.m.
to B p.m. Wednesday and 11 a.m. to 7
p.m. Thursday.

Call (810) 851-7540 for information,
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HAVE YOUR FURNACE
CLEANED & CHECKED
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. Design Studio
Fabrics™ Wallcoverings * Custom Draperies
Furnishings/Accessories

33% OFF WALLCOVERINGS

Imperial, Blonder, Thybony, Seabrook, Warner, Greeff
. Designer Handprints and others

FABRICS

Robert Allen, Ruth Wilson, Greeif, Kravet and others.

530% OFF BLINDS

Vertleal, Minl, Wood, Pleated Shades

RESIDENTIAL 8 COMMERCIAL
SINCE 1948 »
2374 Franklin Road ¢ Bloomfield Hills
810-858-7010

V HOURS: Mon,-Frl, 9-5 p.m.. Sat. 10-4 p.m.
Qur Staff Designers Arg Heee To Assist You In Making The Right Selrcilon
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YOU CAN CALL TODAY AND FEEL CONFIDENT
WITH A LICENSED UNION CONTRACTOR

"DON'T BE SCAMMED. BE DAMNED."

DAMNED GLAD YOU CALL A PROFESSIONAL
UNION COMPANY THAT CARES ABOUT YOU, THE
CUSTOMER. TRY THE SERVICE YOUR DESERVE.

/] EATING saLEs company

service mal bl VEry affc
We Service All Makes and Models « Complote 24 Hour Service Company.

23262 Telegraph « Southfield, M
(810) 352-4656




