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Farmington Observer, LeMieux win awards

The Farmington Observer cap-
tured a first place for Design and
staff photographer Sharon
LeMieux took first for Spot News
Picture and third for Sports
Photo in the 1996 Michigan

~ Press Associntion Better News-

paper Contest.

In all, Onkland editions of the
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-

pera captured 20 awards,

In the top General Excellence
eategory, the Rochester paper
placed second to the Birming-
ham-Bloomfield edition. “The
overall winner is the owner of
the Obscrver & Eccentric news-
paper chain,” wrote the judges,
“All the newsapapers were excel-
lent in all categorics.”
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OUR BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR
October 1st - November 30th
PAYMENT
INTEREST"

FOR 6 MONTHS

*See Dealer for detalls » Olfer on Sclected 8iylen

“We're delighted at the variety
and number of awards but we're
especially thrilled to be honored
by a panel of our peers while
doing what we do hest — cover-
ing our local communities day in
and day out, every week of the
year,” snid Bob Sklar, managing
editor of the Oakland cditions.
“Our staffs are dedicated to cov-
ering your hometown and to con-
sistently mecting your expecta-
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Choose Anso CrushResister® Nylon

onable Fibers Underfoot

Carpets

Fine Floor Covering Since 1945
33326 W. 7 Mile at Farmington Rd. ® Livonia
810-478-0255

Hours: Mon. Tues. Thurs. 9:30 am - 8:30 pm
c Wed. Fri. Sat. 9:30am - 5:00 pm

tions in coverage.”

In awarding the Farmington
Observer first place for Design,
the judges wrote: “This generally
had better photography and art.”

LeMicux’s photo depicting a
Farmington Hills Firefighter
clenching tho hand of a Hills
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with any purchase of these figurines:

* PRECIOUS MOMENTS
* CHERISHED TEDDIES
o MEMORIES OF YESTERDAY

polico officer injured in a traffic
accident collected firat place for
Spot News Picture,

*Excollent framing of subject
matter. Photographer tried to
focus on the victim. Dramatic
clenched fiat ndds intensity,” tho
judges wrote,

LeMicux received third place
for hor photo of a Farmington
High track member doing the
high jump. “Unusual action
made this a winner,” the judges
said.

The Birmingham-Bloomfield
cdition alse placed first for
Lifestyle scction, edited by Ethel
Simmona.

The Wost Bloomfield-Lokes
edition of Tho Eccentric grabbed
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Select any (1) greeting card at Bon Ton
Shoppe up to $5.00 retail value and it’s
FREE with the purchase of a Precious
Moments, Cherished Teddies or Memories
of Yesterday Figurine through 10/19/96

BRING YOUR POWER PASS CARD

FARMINGTON BRIGHTON LIVONIA MILFORD
Geand Riverat Brighton Mall Newburgh Plaza Progpect Hill
Farmington Road  Grand River 6 Mile {Kroger)
& 1.96 & Newburgh  Shopping Center

for almost 30 years.

waterproof outerwear!

rand

If you love the great outdoors, there's only one place to
get your gear and clothing: Eastern Mountain Sparts.
We've been outfitting outdoor adventurers for
everything from hiking to technical rock climbing

Grand Opening Sale through Oct. 27!
Yo celebrate the opening of our newest
store at the Hunter's Square Shopping
Center in Farmington Hills, we've cut
prices on the gear & clothing you't
need for hiking, camping and
climbing in the great outdaors,
Save on fleece and warm,

Save up to $30 on a new fleece jacket.
Or save on waterproof fall and winter
outerwear insulated with down or synthetic fil.

Opening Sa

Allinternal & external frame backpacks,

all tents and all sleeping bags on sale!

With outdoor gear by all the best brands—

The North Face, Lowe, Kelty, Merrell, EMS and
others—we've got everything you need to put
together a great fall trip! And with Grand
Opening Sale prices in effect Oct. 16-27,
you can do it without breaking the bank.
Hit the trail to EMS and save!

You'll find lots more on sale at both
§ Detroit area EMS stores, from boots and
4 watches to climbing equipment and new
‘&%  fall clothing And we've got more. than just
great deals, Stop in for help planning your fall and

winter trips.We've got guidebooks galore and a stafl
of outdoor enthusiasts bappy to help you get ready for
cold weather adventures from skiing to snowshoeing!

1 1o The Gap) * (810) 9325953
fomia Pizza Kitchen) * (810) 816.9681
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Now through Oct. 27 at two Detroit area EMS stores!

first among Fenture Stories for
staff reporter Tim Smith's series
on micro precmies,

West Bloomfield-Lakes cdition
staff photographer Dan Dean
won a first for Sports Picture
and a third for Spot News Pie-
ture. West Bloomficld stoff
reporter Suzanne Parker placed
second in Spot/ Breaking News.

Southfield Eccentric staff pho-
tographer Jerry Zolynsky placed
first for Fenture Picture and sec-
ond for Sparts Picture, Sports
editor Marty Budner finished
first for sports writing. His
sporta section placed second in
Sports Coverage. Editor Wayne
Peal placed sccond in Editorial
Pages.

*The Perfect Gift," the Oak.
land editions' holiday gift guide
edited by Susan DoMaggio, took
third among Special Sectians.

The Rochester Eccentric cap-
tured four awards in tho contest,
including firat places for beat
Editorial Pages and Editorial
Writing and second place for
General Excellence.

The Wayne County editions of
the O&E earned 12 awards.

The Minnesota Newspapor
Assaciation studied nearly 3,000
cntries from 138 Michigan news-
papers in judging this year's
competition.
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One vote counts: U.S. Rep. Joseph Knollenberg, R-
Bloomfield Twp., explains to students at Meadow Lake
Elementary School that a number of important elec-
tions in American history were settled by a single vote.
So was one local race, where state Rep. Barbara Dobb
edged challenger Debbie Schlussel.

Knollenberg tells
youngsters about

need for voting

BY TIM SMITH
STAFF WRITER

Imogine a Colonial America
where the natives spoke German
instend of English? How nbout
the United States without
Texas? Or history without
Hitler?

All of thosa situations were
one vote shy of reality, said U.S.
House Rep. Joseph Knollenberg
Tuesday morning at Meadow
Lake Elementary School of the
Walled Lake district.

Before an audience of students
in grades 3:6 in t‘l;r.- Meadow

Meadow Lake audience said the
need-to-vote messago was cryatal
clear and that they would make
pure their porents vote in
November,

*He said voting is really impor-
tant and 1 agrea with him,” said
Samir Rno, a fifth grader in
teacher Melanic Medawar'a
class. “Like he said, a lot of votes
have been one vote off from
being really different.”

Samir also said Knollenberg’s
talk also will do nothing but help
instill an attitude that might
steer students toward being

Lake gy g
talked about the importance of
voting, as well as the political
process. He also answered
pupils’ prepared questiona nbout
current events.

*People somcetimes say voting’s
not that important, they say
‘What con my vote count for?™
said Knellenberg, a Blaomfield
Township Republican who repre-
sents the 11th House District. *,
. . Well, one voto does make a
difference.

*“It docs even locally. There
was an election in West Bloom-
field where (stato) representa-
tiva (Barbara) Dobb won by onc
vote.”

Knollenberg emphasized to the-

youngsters how erucial partici-
pating in the voting precess is to
Amorican democracy, But he
also cited a troubling fact, that
millions fail to vote cvery elec-
tion because thoy don’t think
their aay is iinportant.

He estimated that, out of 260
million peaplo in the U.S., only

- about 170 million are registerced

to vota, Out of those, perhaps 48+
80 porcent will actually follow
through at tho polls.

“If you want to make it better,
you have to vote,” he continued,

*And what wo've found iu, the

moge educated poople are, the
moro likely thoy are to vote. So

* it's important you begin to think
“about educating y )

ible voters in the future,

“It’s good to get this at a young
oage because you'll remember,” he
said. “Somecthing like this is a
really good experience.”

Caitlin Shull, a sixth-grade
pupil in teacher Renee Valen-
tine's clasg, said the talk was
helpful because “now I know
when I get older I'm going to
vote and I understand why it's
important to vote. I think a lot of
people who don’t vote should,”

Following the assembly, Knol-
lenberg commended the studenta
for bsing so interested and
nstute about vating and politics
at such an early age.

“Frankly, I'd like to probe just
how decp their awareness (of
politica) is,” Knollonberg said. “I
think thoy've got a aubstantinl
jump on a lot of folks who are
students in high achool,”

Tho congressman said ho was
impressed that Meadow Lake
toachora emphasizo those eub-
jects in thelr curriculum. Ho also
said tho youngsters have already
had a positive carly exposure to
how the politienl process works.

“I think the (Sept. 28) bond
issun must have beon a spark,”
Knollonberg eaid, referring to
tho $114 million proposal that
won handily at tho polls, follow-
ing an urgent citizens’ campaign.
"It put somo meat on the bones
and they could sce what was
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the issues, on tho

ing and why it's impor-
tant to do the public on nn

After all, we'ro your servers.”
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