You ara generally correct 1o consider gout 03 a conddion of [
aging. Mast attacks begin alter age 50 and older,
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Spanish channels added at odd hours

1Y TODD WICKS
STAFF WRITER
The Farmington area will soon

receive two Spanish-language
cable ch — sort of,
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Time Warner announced its
new channel lincup at a apecial
mecting of the Southwestorn
Oakland Cable Commission
(SWOCC) Tuesday. The new
lincup will be available Dec. 1.
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The International Channel,
which picks up feeds from other
countrics in 24 languages, and
GEMS, which’is comparable to
Univision, the Spanish chonnel
that did not make the lincup.

But there are catches with
both channels,

GEMS will anly be brondcast
from 3 a.m. to 9 a.m. on the
same channel as the Nashville
Network,

“What Nashville has on then is
informercials, so we'll be insert-
ing GEMS,” snid Tom Bjorklund,
regional vice-president of Time
Warner.

And the International Chan.
nel? “One language it doesn't do
u particularly good job at is
Spanish,” admitted Bjorklund,
who gaid that one hour of the

‘Spanish news channel Canalde

Noticias will be inserted
weeknights and during early-
morning hours,

Spanish channels become an
issue when Spoenish-speaking
residents and foreign-language
schoolteachers brought up the
isgue at o SWOCC mecting in

August.

“I'm disappointed,” said Char-
maine Ragusa, a Spanish teach-
er at Harrison High School, of
the new linoup. “I'm not really
familiar with the other channcls,
1 just know Univision is terrific,

“But at least if there {a some
nows programa.”

According 'to tho survey, the

may aver Timo Warner's channel
choices and called into question
whether there was cven a survey
atall,

“They claim they took a sur-
voy. I nover got one in my bill,”
he snid. “We can’t demand that
(Timo Warner) put on any other
channels, but we'll give our sur-
vey reaults to them.”

Vi i is more concerned

anly foreig; h 1

receiving a substantinl number
of requests wore The Interna-
tional Chonnel, Univision and
TV Japan.

Bjorklund pointed out that
nine out of the top 10 channels
customors requested are being
added.

“The survey and customer
requests play a very important
part (in what is added)...But
there are some other factors that
go into it. Cost is one of them. It
costs a lot of money for us to get
the rights to pick up services and
wo need to balance the customer
interest with what the costs are.
There are other things involved,
like legalities.”

“It is a complicated process,
not arbitrary by any stretch of
the imagination,” added Bob
McCann, general manager of
Time Warner in Farmington
Hills.

Despite the announcement of
the new lincup, Aldo Vagnozzi,
SWOCC member and mayor of
Farmington Hills, said .that
Farmington Hills will go ahead
with its own survey of local cable
customers.

Vagnozzi has expressed dis-

with the company's all-around
servico than the channels it
offers.

“We satill can't seem to get the
information we're supposed to

got (from Time Warner),” he
snid. *I've avked for a list of the
complaints that come to thom.
We've never gotten that.”

Hoe cited a figure given at the
meoting which said that Time
Warnor has received 900,000
complaints from its 7 million
subscribers. “That's almost one
complaint out of seven cus-
tomers.”

Also announced at the meot-
ing waa the completion of a $9.1
million fiberoptic upgrade, which
allows a greater channel capaci-
ty.

These are the top-0 channels
requested by local customers,
according to a recent Time Wam-
cr survey.

Channel requested: Number
of responscs

® Tho History Channe: 1,230

B ESPN 2: 941

S Bravo: 676

B The Leaning Channel: 451

M HGTV: 2569

B The Golf Channcl: 206

# Turner Classic Movies: 146

BTV Food Network: 133

B Country Music TV: 119

B Black Entertainment Televi-
gion: 117

These nre the new channels
offered by Time Warner begin-
ning Dec. 1,

Chaonnel number: Program
servico

W 15: City of Farmington

n 16: WBSX-Indiana -

Top 10 requested channels

1 23: The Golf Channel

B 24; Sncak Preview

B 25: MS/NBC

W 32: ESPN 2

B 37: Turner Classic Movies
" 38: The Learning Channel
@& 39; The History Channel
8 40: Brave

W.42: Court TV
B 43: Black Entertainment
Television
B 45: Country Muaic TV
B 47: Comedy Central
B 54: Nashville/lGEMS
B 55: Travel Channel
R 51: International Channel
B 68: HBO 2
8 70: Showtime 2
B 72; Cinemax 2
M 76-78: Pay-Per-View
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Don't put off important legal matlers any longer. Look in your
Ameritech Yellow Pages under “Attorneys™ for a fist of screened,
local AARP Paticipating Atturneys. Then call for a FREE initin}
consultation on any legal matler. As an AARP member, you'll enjoy
a 2% discount off the attorney's regular fees on other legal ser-
vices, from real estalc and family law to estate planning and per-
sonal injury matters, Basic services — including simple wills, pow-
ers of attomey and living wills — arc available at special flat rates.
Call today 1o get the legal advice you
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o in the War on Cancer

Prasented by
Laurence H. Baker, D.O.
Ooputy Diractor, U-M Camprehensive Cancer Centor
+2 Season ‘dckets for the Detroit ?ﬁ:’;g;ﬁ:,’;ﬂ;?

{Seats in the ATTACK ZONEY
" +$500 GFS Marketplace Shopping Certificate
*A case of quality product each month for a year

Marriott Hote) ot Laural Park Place
{1-275 and 6 Mile Road in Livonie)
This ovent is fren of charge.

Join us for Cancer AnswerNight and [earn
fife-saving answers to ly asked ions, il
Can chemothorapy be effactive without being toxic?
When should a bone marrow transplsnt be considered?
Why should patients participate in clinical studias?

«An 800 wott Amana commercial grade microwave

Grand opening specials available at these other locations:

Farmington Hilfs

35047 Grand River Ave.
(810) 474-1990

To find out more, call our Cancer Answarlina nurses
from 9 am to 4:30 pm, Monday through Friday, st 1-800-865-1125.

(810) 220-0110

Conipizhe

Mon. - Sat: 8-8
‘Sun:12-5




