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Jewish Ensemble Theatre pre-
senta "Kmdcriranxport through
Nov. 3 in the Aaron DeRoy The-
atre at the Jewish Community
Center, 6600 W. Maple, West
Bloomficld. Ticketa $13 to $23,
call (810) 788-2900 or Ticketmas-
ter (810) 646-6666.
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The Jewish Ensemble Theatro
production of “Kindertransport,”
by Dianc Samucls, is riveting.
Directed by Rivi Yaren, the ploy
could usc n quicker tempo in Act
*11, but much of it is powerful.
Using one terrific set, a atorage
room that does duty as a troin
atation and a living room,
designed by Melinda Pacha, the
cast delivers half a century of
madness, guilt and courage.

Dana Powers Acheson is
remarkable as Eva, the child
who leaves home nt 9. She takes
one Auitcase, All that's permitted
is clothes, but she monages to
keep her harmonica, a Pasgover
book, and the Rat Cotcher book.
The horrible illustrations haunt
her until she becomes a young

- waman, adopted, happy in her
new life; so happy she docen’t
want to go to the U.S. with her
mother who has miraculously
survived. Acheson is appealing
in her outbursts, her brightness,
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hor honesty with Lil, the
Englishwoman she comes to
love. Acheson has presence.

Cheryl Leigh Williams does a
wonderful job na Helga, Eva's
mother. Helga sends hor daugh-
ter to England, wanting her to
be self-suflicient cnough to wait
out the war. Williams looks like
upper-crust German, very
blonde, very pretty, very well-
dresscd. When Helga turns up
after the war, she's still blonde,
but Williams gives us a woman
who's been turned inside out.
She leaves for “Uncle Otto's in
America because there is noth-
ing here.”

Hillary Ramasden as Evelyn,
{(Eva who now has a grown
daughter) wipes dust from
chairs, glasses, tables, as if she
were attacking old enemies. Her
outbursts verge on hysteria.

Evelyn is trying to find some-
one to blame; she opens Pando-
ra‘s box, a trunk full of old let-
ters from her German mother,
and tears them up, burying her
past, calling it ashes, leaving her
doughter without a hentngc. At
the end she gives her the har-
monica, the Passover hook, and
the Rat Catcher book sho arrived
with, but her doughter doesn't
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know what she's got.

Elif Celibi is full of confidence
as Faith, Evelyn's dnughter.
Celibi looks like someone who
was raised in freedom and never
thinks obout it.

She pokes about in jeans, dm-
cuases different apartments,
asks if she's Jewish. Reminded
of her baptism, she nods. She
helps clear l.ho room of silver and
glaas.

Chuck O'Connor does a fine
Job as the Rat Catcher, a crea-
ture who screeches at windows.
He plays screaming conductors,
mailmen, and all sorts of per-
sona with passion.

Evelyn Orbach does a wonder-
ful job ns Lil, tho warmhearted,
practical Englishwoman who
meets Eva at the troin station in
1938, and cares about her for the
rest of her life. Lil is the serenc
heart of the play. Terrible forces
whirl around her. She manoges
to evacuate Eva to the country at
one point, but Eva returns, and
Lil never loses her balance,
Orback manages to convey all
this.

As Artistic Director of JET,
much of the credit for this pro-
duction goes to Evelyn Orbach.
Sound Designer R. Thomas Bray
has put together a poignant
medley of train whistles, bells,
and night sounds, Kudos te all.

Scheduled to open Fridoy, Oct. 25
“THE ASSOCIATE"

Contemperary comedy about an Invest-
ment banker who devises o blzarre woy
1o find success in the ~0id Boys™ not-
work. Stars Whoopl Goldberg.

*STEPHER KINQ'S THINNER®

Story based on the best-selling novel
nbout 8 portly {owyer who Incurs a
blzarre weight-reducing curse after
sideswlping a gypsy. Stors Robert John
Burke.

“LOOKING FOR RICHARD™

Al Poclna dons thice hats as creator,
director ond stor of Shakespeara's grip-
ping tate, *Richard 111" Stars Pacino,
Winona Ryder, Alec Baldwin.

10 GILLAN OR HER 37TH BIRTHDAY"

A somantic comedy/drama ebowt a father
who discovers that his pbsession ¥ith his
Into wlfe has damaged his reltionship with
his teennge davghter. With the hefp of
frlends and family he learns to lct g0 of the
past to regain his daughter's love. Stars
Peter Gollagher, Kathy Baker,

“HIGH $CHOOL HiGH™

Tha story of snidealistic teacher who leaves
o private schoo! 10 teach at Marton Barry
High — an Inner city schoot 50 tough that it
hos its own cemelery, Stars Jon Lovitz, Tia
Carero.

“ MICHAEL COLLINS®

The story of the legendary (nish leader who
led the fight agalnst England’s Black & Tans
1o fre leland from British rule Stars Liom
Heeson ond Julia Roberts.

~SURVIVING PICASSO"

Exclusively at the Main Art Theatre, 0
examination of tha personat life of the
Iegendary modern artlst Pablo Picusso, Stars

" Anthony Kopkins.

Scheduled to open Monday, Oct. 28
=OFF THE WALL: A CREATIVE JOURNEV"
The Detroit Fllm Theatre, 5200 Woodward,
Oetroil {313} 832.2730, will host a sneak
pleview of this new documentory film short
by Harvey Ovshinsky 7 p.m., Menday, Oct.
28. *0ff the Wall® 1e!is the story of gn
unususl collaboration between Oyshinsky
ond his closa friend, Michigan prist Arthur
Schnelder, Ovshinsky will discuss the film
ofter the screening. Admission Is $5.50.

to open Friday, Nov. 1
*THE QRASS HARP®
This coming-of-age saga is adapted from 3
Truman Copole nove), sbout a teenage boy
who goes 10 live with his maiden aunts and
deal with the eccentric people of a small
Southern town. Stars Walter Matthau, Jack
temmon, end Sissy Spaceh.
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