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YMCA whoops it up
to open new additions

BY ToDD WICKS
BTATY WRITER
he Farmington Family

YMCA cclebrated its new
expansion and renova-
N q

apen house waa another chance
for the YMCA to introduce peo-
ple to ita UFO concept of Uniqua
Family Opportunitics. The pro-
gram offera families a chance to
arrive her but uso the cen-

tion with an officially-d
“YMCA Day” Soturday.

ter's scparate facilities for exer-
cise and rol i

Public officiala and reaid
turned out for the ¥Y’'s Open
House and a chance to see the
facility’a new additions, Led by
volunteer guides through the
huge center, they viewed old
standbys (the Wellness Center),
just-finished products (the Aero-
bic Room) and works-in-progress
(tho Kid Zone).

“We're still not planning to
have everything done until the
end of the month,” said Gary
Jonna, chairman of the Board of
Directora, “but we've got it pol-
ighed up for the opening today.”

Leading n group of visitors,
which included 11th District
Rep ive Joo Knollenb
Jonna cracked jokes and pointed
out improvements.

“We don't have the Jane Fonda
posters on the wall yet,” he said,
leading the group through the
sparkling Aerobic Room.

Even the unfinished parts of
the tour looked impreasive, like
the spidery, fluorescent Kid Zone
and the 86-degree handicapped-
accessible pool.

There were other improve-
ments, too,

“The daycare center is huge
and gorgeous,” said Norene
Yuskowatz, who teaches aquatic
nerobics. “They made the old
multi-purpase room larger, too. .
.. It'a 8o cool.”

The purple-and-green-themed

The staff still faces many long
nights before everything is com-
plete.

“Kevin (Bush, exeeutive direc-
tor) has literally been sleeping
here,” said Mondl Skeegan, com-
munity relations director. “He's
very much invested in making
sure this project comes together
and roflects the needs of the
community.”

Even as the expansion is com-
pleted, the Metropolitan Detroit
YMCA, of which the Farmington
center is a branch, is making big
plans for the future.

*We'll be invelved when the
two new stadiums start being
built downtown,” Skecgan said.
“Qur land is in the way. During
the selling-off of that land, we'll
say, 'We want to be involved.’
That's going to be really good. It
will d;eposition the whele orgoni-
zation.”

The Farmington Family
YMCA will also hold a casual-
dress buffot dinner to celebrate
the dedication of the center
expansion, The cost is $40 per
person, and will go toward buy-
ing a van for the new Youth Cen-
ter programs,

“It's to invite everyone in the

ity who was signifi
ly involved in the construction,”
Skeegon soid.

Uplitting encounter: YMCA worker Virginia Kenney fills up a helium balloon for Georeg Agal, 8, at t
Saturday to celebrate the Y's building additions. ’

Council taps into buying
computers for youth center

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
STAFF WRITER

The Farmington Hilla City
Council is trying to inject a mea-
sure of caution into a program
that hes dono a lot in a short
time. -

The council voted 5-1, with
Councilwoman Cheryl Oliverio
opposed and Councilman Jon
Grant absent, to lease computers
for the city's youth program at
its Oct. 14 meeting.

Even though the cost is coming
from grant money for the city's
decentralized youth program,
council members want to spend
wisely and tako a look at a lot of
issues in the program.

The city had budgeted $35,896
for two years to lense 12 comput-

“If it is fensible, we could use
the money for transportation,
and other things for the center,”
Oliverio snid, adding that some
students haven't taken part in
the program because they can’t
get a ride home when it ends at
5:30 p.m.

“Thinga are happening 8o fast
with the youth program, we
don't have o handle on what's
going on.”

Mike Lasley, who handles pur-

chaaing for the city, said he
would not know how much it
would cast to upgrade the city’s
old computers until the new sys-
tems were in place, sometime in
March. He said alter two years
tho city can pay $1 to pay off the
compuwry.

ers for the prog) that p:

recreation, study and other after
school activities for middle-
school students. Oliverio, who
has supported the program, said
she wanted to take a closor look
at tho necessity for the comput-
ers, the passibility of using used
city computers, the need for the
money in other arcas such as
transportation, and concerns
about teens ing the Inter-

Ci man Vicki B tt
agreed there should be a study
session concerning the averall
program. But she did not want
to hold up the computer installa-

lon.

“I don't mind holding up con-
nection to Internaet,” Barnett
eaid in answer to concerns over
linbility for the city if studenta
are on the computer link. “I'm
d¢ we're holding up con-

net.
"We as a city are going to buy
alotof (compn:'.er) cquipmcnt)(u‘s

trol over learning as a hostage.”
Program Director Todd Lipa
snid that on a given day, 20~2'5

part of & P
“Let’s use the equipment we
have now, and updato it.”

were doing h k
and could use the computers. He
said six were planned for use at

the Costick Center, where the
teen program is currently up and
running. The other six would be
used.at the YMCA or the Ice
Arenn, depending on when they
become a part of the program
and whether the YMCA will
have computers available,

Assistant City Manager Steve
Brock said the lease agreement
could be amended. to allow the
city to lease the six computera
for the Costick Center and delay
the rest of the computers for up
to 90 days, when they could be
used at ohe of the other centers.

Oliverio said she feared that if

the program grows too big,
another parks and recreation
millage may not be approved or
other foundation money might
not be sufficient to maintain it at
the current level.
. “My fear has been that if the
program ia 8o big and we're
funding it ourselves, if there are
cuts, transportation and other
mors impertant needs might be
cut.”

Lasley snid the lease could be
staggered to include six comput-
ers now and six latoer.

The council voted to approve
the lease for six computers and
approve the other six pending a
report on the ice arena and
YMCA's readincss, The council
also plana to scheduls a study
session for the overall program.

Hills council to have town meeting Oct. 23

Farmington Hills City Council
will havo its third in a scries of
community mootings 7 p.m.
Weodnosday, Oct. 23, nt St.
Alexandor Church Social Hall,
The meeting is open to the pub-
lic.

The agendn for the meeting on
Qct. 29 will Include a roview of
tho traffic study and improve-

ments on Eight Mile Rond, the
Grand River Corridor project,
discussion of cellular towers, and
an updato on the public safoty
millago and plans for polico and
firo service changes,

Speakers will include Public
Services  Director Thomas
Binsell, Polico Chief William
Dwyer, and Fire Chief Richard

Marinucci. Several police officers
assigned to the southeoat section
of tho city will also be present.
The mayor and mombers of
city council will conduct a ques-
tion and answer scssion as part
of the meeting.
. St. Alexander Church is nt
27836 Shi bot }

the remodeled
Farmington Y.

Halcyon Days Enamels Shaw.
Join Jacobson's for a special
painting demonstration by
English artist Brenda Avery.
She will illustrate how she
turns raw materials into
exqulsite Halcyon boxes.
October 24, 11 am to 4 pm.

he open house

Officlal chat: YMCA Board
Chairman Gary Jonna,
Farmington Mayor Jo
Anne McShane, and USS.
Rep. Joe Knollenberg dis-
cuss the new facilities at

P110708 BY TOK HoFnayEx

Inkater and Middlebet roads.

Great Pumpkin Adventure plahned Oct. 24-25

The Great Pumpkin Adventuro — sponsored by
the Farmington Area Community Womgn — takea
place Thursday and Friday, Oct. 24-26, at the Lon- .
gacre House, 24705 Farmington Road, Times for
the program aro 4-6 p.m., 5-6 pm.;

Tho program is for children age § and younger

his frienda, Crafts, anacks and story tim® aro also

and 8-7 pm.

planned. Children can wear their costumes.

- All children must be ied by an adult.
-Instant photos with the Great Pumpkin are avail-
"able for $2 each.

Admisalon is $6 a child. Regervations are

_and festures an hour with tho Great Pumpkin and  required and can be made by calling 477-8404.
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Laure! Park Place * Nowburg‘h & Slx Mile » LIVONIA » 591-7G96 » FAX: 591-0227

Mon - Frd, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. / Sat, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. / Sun, Noon to 5 p.m.
{THE WHOLE WORLD'S A STAGE. PLAY A ROLE.}




