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State board tangled up

over ‘character education’

BY TIM RICHARD
BTAFF WRITER

After n long geatation, tha Stata Board of Educa-
tion ia due to give birth today to a resolution advis-
ing public schools to do “character education.”

‘The question is: Will it embody valucs euch ns

“respect, responsibility, caring, trustworthiness,
justice, fairness, civic virtue and citizonship,” as
proposed By Superintendent of Public Tnstruction
Art Ellis?

Or will it bo laced with references to God, Bible
lessons and parents, as ndvocated by board presi-
dent Clark Durant, R-Grosse Pointo?

The cight-member State Board has been tangled
on the jssue singe July. It didn't take up the mat-
ter in August and cplcrnlmr

The October mecting ‘s ‘acheduled to atart at
9:30 n.m. in the fousth floar of the John A. Hannah
Building, G603 W. Allcgnn about:tivo blocks weat of
the State Capitol‘in Lansing, Pubhc comment is
scheduléd for 1 pm.

There ore signs many consider n. a tompcst ina
teapot. Tim Kelly, Gov. John Engler's representa-
tive to;the-board, already has said !hu body has
spent too much tims on it.

Louis Legg 111, R-Battle Creck, Gov. Englcr‘s lat-
.08t appointee to fitl a board vacancy, hijs hinted he
is less than ccstatic ovor tho drnggcd—nut argu-
ment. !

.+ In a letter to all bnurd membors
‘Community Council of Metropolital
‘it "onnccessary for the State Boa:
deyote so muc‘h endrgy on thia is

always hnve been, ind coptinug to be, taught by

cappble, ¢aring cdnculbrn throughuut our public
schm)] pyatorn,” .
. The lettér, signed by presi ont Allen Zemmol,
said Durant “has ropeatedly vised his position a8
president, . . to attempt to insert religion into the
Fublic schoola,”
Durant apparently had a hnnd in drafting the

o The Beardmore draft places
responsibllity on ‘public schools to
provide character education,’ with-
out mentioning what Interest groups
should be on the local dlstvlct'
committee.

" American values “transcend religious beliefa.”
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first resol which emp d

rights of parents” and placea paronts and religioua
leaders in prominent apots to Le on local gehool
district drafting committees,

And Durant touched o raw nerve nmong many
when he said, in on cut-of-the-room interview with
o brondcaster, that Bible stories could be used to
teach character,

Board mpmber Dorothy Beardmoré, R-
Rochoster, offered a counter-proposal. It anys
She
cited the values‘of “reapect, rcppcnmhnhty. caring,
trustworthiness, justice an neds, and civic
virtue and ¢itizenship.”.
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“public schoola to prov
without mentionirig
be on the Jocal distr "
scores, “congtitiitionat deparation ‘of church

utate,” to which Munlyu Lundy, R-Grosse Pointe

and a Durant supporter, strongly objecta. * .

A Texos company sells a curriculum in building
character, but the State Board, as 8 matter of poli-
;y. lx('efuscs to endorse x\ny one curriculum ar text-
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Many of Michigan's 560 public achool districta’
lang have tried to teach values of character,
though not nccessarily in o systematic way and
not necessarily the same values.
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Microsoft exec addresses OCC crowd

QOakland Community College
continues its 1998 Fall Distin-
guished Speaker Series Wednes-

“day, Nov. 8 with Anthony
Ryner, regional manager for
Microsoft, Ho will spoak on
“Changes in the Werkplace” at
9:3C¢ a.m. in Smith Theater at
the Orchard Ridge Campus. The
free cvent is open to the public.

Throughout. his 14-year career
in the PC igdustry, Ryner has

held key positions at companies
leading in the evolution of tech-
nology. He joined Microsoft in
1989 to establish the Great
Lokes Region and subsequently
developed it into one of the com-
pany's.largest territories. During
his tenure, the territory has
been tho recipient of several per-
formuncc uwnrds Mr, Ryner is

ized ns one of M; 's
tnp business contributors,

A gradunte of Walsh College,
Ryner iz o member of the Walsh
College President’s Advisory
Council.

OCC's Orchord Ridge Campus
is loeated at 27056 Orchard Lake
Road, just south of 1-686 in
Farmington Hilla. For more
information about the Diatin-
guished Speaker Series call (810)
471-7744,
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New & Used Car Loans..
Home Equity Loans. RV Loans.
‘Low rates. At high speeds. -

+ What could be better! The loans. you're looking for at :peclzl low rates, with quick approvals.
: So stop.by. Or, if you're really In a hurry, glve us a-call and we can glve you an answer right ;
there and then. And ask how you get an even better deal with First-of America Connectlons. | @
What's more, we'll waiva all Harne Equl:y closing costs and :ppll:adon fees, !

« Entertalnment
Centers

* Home Theater

* Wall Units

* Home Office
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You choose the size,
style, wood, finish
& hardware.

See Custom Made
Home Offices Now

on Dlsp!ay & On Sale




