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Consider corporate
package carefully
before leaving firm

t's been called de-selection, an involuntary

offer, the pink slip. By any term, it means

somoone is taking away your source of
income. Most companics cautiously dedge laid”
off and arc using more approprinte terms, such
as reducing an imbalance of forces and skills.
Call it what you will, loss of income is number
four in the top ten stress points of lifa,

Many companies are taking pains to escort
employecs gently out the deor. Thoy may alac
pravide detniled qutplacement manuals, distrib-
uted to d hends and employces aliko..

In nddition, some companics also provide
resource centers whero the newly unemployed
receivo office space, telephones, computers and
career counscling.

1f your company is paring down, or cven bulk-
ing up through mergers, you can offset the de-

® Halloween has become
second only to Christmas
in home decoration sales,
and one local family leads
the pack.

BY MARY RODRIQUE
BTAFF WRITER

Jeromy and Kim
Ruckhaber are Hal-
loween onthusiasts
to tho mox.

The Farmington

- Hille couple has
spent nbout $500 and countless
houra grooming their front yard into
a frightful yot delightful panorama
of ghoulish acenea, .

Each niight a stream of cars pass

by their home at 27870 Peppermill,

west of Farmington Road and north .

of Twelve Mile, to view tho tomb-
ptones, grucsome monsters, milea of
cobwebs and pumpkin orange lights
strung everywhere,

“We do it for the kids,” said Ruck-
haber, who moved to Farmington
Hills just last June from Redford
Township. “This has beon a good
way to got to krow the neighbors
faster,”

In fact the subdivisian, Kendall-
wood, is hosting its ananual Hal-
lowcen parade this Saturday after-
noon and the Ruckhaber house will
bo front and centor on the parade

geleetion blues with a little pre-pl no
poasibility is to wait and sce if you are handed o
pink slip then negotiato a deal, Or, if you sus-
pect you're one of the chosen, bring together your
team of advisors to help compile your offer.
Then, take the package to the corporate chiefs
after they coma to you, if their offer falls short of
your acceptance,

If you've spent a large part of your profeasional
life with the company, you're probably fairly well
known among management, Anyenc who pre-
sents you with a letter is generally not happy
about doing so. Acknowlege the letter, but do
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route, Jeremy Ruckhaber and
ighbor Joff Burke will provide
haoyrides for the child The party

Hills house is ha'v‘ha"huﬂted

Nightmare on Poppermill Street: Jeremy Ruckhaber, dressed as mbvie character Freddie Krueger,.

says he takes off his mask for anyone too scared.

candy sales accounting for only one
third of that, nccording to the
ational i1 Fedorati

will run from 3 to 6 p.m.

With all the costume parties and
funny or scary decorations, store-
keepers say Halloween is beginning
to rival Christmas in its commercinl
appeal. For tho past month, shop-
pera have been buying plastic lawn
ornaments, coramic witches, skull
wreaths and strande of pumpkin
orange lights. .

Americans will spend $2.5 billion
on Hallowcen items this year, with

in Wash-
ington D.C., which has recently
started keeping statistics on Hal.
loween. It has replaced Eastor as
the second biggeat home decorating
holiday after Christmas.

Other ditties: more than $160 mil-
lion in advertising is tied to promo-
tion of Halloween products; about 66
percent of Americans will decorate
their home for Halloweon; eno in

- three adults and 80 percent of fami-

lies with children younger than 13

will take part in celebrations related
to the holiday.

Ruckhaber's yard is a blend of
store bought and homemade dis-
plays. The tombstones are picces of
cardboard hand lettered with cpi-
taphs like “here liea Fred who got
hit in the head.” There's an aquari-
um with red food coloring treated
water featuring a variety of floating
doll parta.

0O.J, Simpson’s bloody gloves loy
on tha ground. Yellow police erime
sceno tape is stretched across the
property. There's a homemade cof-
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fin, 2 mummy costume, and a skeles
ton hanging from a large treo. At
night cerie lighting enhancea the
scone, which includes a witch etir-
ring a cauldron and a giant spider in
his web. i
“It'a goofy but clean,” said Ruck-
habor, who began decorating almost
a month ago. He spends soveral
hours daily in his yard. “It'salotdf ,
work. 1 take things in every night
beeause of the weather, I've neyer:
had any problem with vnndnlin_m.;
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9 “Holiday Happening” J% ERY
IR AT SEIACOW a

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2ND
10:00 A.M. TO 4:30 P.M. *1%° ADMISSION
Sponsored by the Livonia Stevenson High School Booster Club
. “Qver 100 Crafters”
LIVONIA STEVENSON HIGH SCHOOL
33500 WEST S1xX MILE ROAD

(O block We of Farmington Roadwo iles North of [-96 appeas, two slles Eant o 1-373)
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TEXSTYLES

‘ DECORATIVE FABRIC OUTLET

1

: Halloween

Spqoktacular
Magic Show

Saturday, October 26th

6:30 - 7:30pm

Join us In center court ux master
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Husionises Vithicm und DI Schulert

§ CHOOSE FROM DESIGNER AND DECORATIVE FABRICS FEATURING:
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} ‘Prints Jac qu ard 73[)8 stries present spooktucedar mugle for fun,
_Satins Chintz . -Textures
Mﬂfleﬁ vlny[s suﬁdes L .+ Samily emtertainmerir,
Velvets Tweeds “Faux Leathers
Sheers - . Unens Chenliles
' " Novelties Sateens " Dedim
- Lace Cottons Linings -

 ANDMUCH, MUCH MORE!

Sh

€93 THUNDERBIRD RD. IN TROY
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; N S TEL: (610) 362-1650 » ' Al Of Your Favorite Things!
- HOURS: MON-SAT 9:30AM-5:30PM - Waayne aned Warren Roxids, Westlund

Hudson's, JCPrnney, Kohl's and over 80 Speciulty Storex
Mall Haues: Monday - Saturday 10-9, Sunday 1-6
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