EQ(OF*)

The Observer & Eccentric/THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1996

. MOVIES

Britain’s ‘Secrets and Lies’ one of year s best

dition.Now comes “Secrets and

ies,” the Palme d'Or winner ot
Cannes this spring and probably
Leigh's best movie yet. This
study of a British family suffer-
ing fram the title maladics bene-

Mike Leigh's muvn;-s huvc a

TICKETS
PLEASE

way of

up on  you.
Characters you
find mildly irri-

another daughter, 19-year-old
Roxanne, who hatexs her guts.
Another complication:
Hortenac' is black, Cynthia
white. When they fm\lly meot ot

tating to down-
right repulsive
will keep you
watching for
their next
unpredictable,
but wholly
believable,
move, Titles like
“High Hopes,”
“Life is Sweet,”
and “Naked” rank among the
post decade's most perceptive
examinations of the human con-

fita from startlingly real perfor-
mances. It's an emotional roller
conater ride that mines hope out
of seemingly overwhelming
despair

Hartenae, having just lost her
adopted mother, decides to
research the real one. Despite
the advice of the adoption agen-
cy, which questions her timing,
she tracks down Cynthia, a frag-
ile woman who spends a
wretched life trying to relate to

JOHN
MONAGHAN

the daughiter's urging, Cynthin
politely tells her that therc must
be some mistnke. She breokas
down when she realizes who
fathered the little girl she gave
up at birth.This is all

years, spends severnl months
working with his actors, develop-
ing characters and then deciding
how they're going to interact.
Cynthia has a younger brothor,
teddy besr-shaped Maurico
(Tlmnthy Spnll) He runs a locn]
y studio,
squltmy kids and married cou-
plen, shooting weddmgﬂ on the
ds.The irony is, of course,

the more incredible when you
underatand that Leigh has
arranged for actressea Brenda
Blethyn and Marianne Jean-
Baptiate to meet for the first
time in the scene. The
writer/director, who has been
making movies for the past 26

thut o mon who spenda his life
telling other people to smile hos
little to smile about himeelf. His
materialistic wife showa him lit-
tle affection, putting all her
cffort into cleaning and decorat-
ing their expensive, sterile
suburban home. Not surpris-
ingly, she doesn't get along with

prisingly, works as an

optometrist. She's the only one

who can sce things clearly in a

classically dysfunctional family

for whom there may atill be
0]

Outside of the recently extend-
ed family Leigh drops in a couplo
of wild cards. A man comes into
the studio one day claiming to be
the former owner and starts te
berate Maurice, his one-time
apprentice, for not being more
ambitious. The man turns out to
be a drunk who actually overex-
tended and squandercd the busi-
nesa away.It's this kind of unre-
lated incident that may make
you gecond guess Leigh's motives
in an already ltengthy film. But

approprintely bland.

Leigh, who has worked oxten-
sively in telovision, favors closc-
ups to capture the cxproxulvo
faces of his performers. He gives
his actresses freo reign during
that intense first meeting, vefus-
ing to cut away frem their
restaurant booth conversation
for what could casily be 10 min-
utes. Whether "Secrets or Lies"
will find the audience it deserves
is anyone's guess. Alter premier-
ing at the Detroit Film Theatre
enrlier this month, it now
gcreens at the Birmingham,

Those used to the witty repar-
tee and fdyllic country cstates of
Jane Austen will find o bracing
dose of reality in the claustro-
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