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Meadowbrodkés ‘J esi»;’*

sequel keeps up humor

BY nuuwu MICHALS
BPEGUAL

Thuugh thoatrical sequels’

hava a long tradition of being
inferior to their originals, the
Moadow Brook Theatre produc-
tion of “Jest o Secondl,” Jamea
Sherman's sequel to his funny
“Beau Jost,” holde its own in the
laugh department.

While the laughs do not
alwaya flow as abundantly as in
“Beau Jest,” There are many
yvery funny moments in “Jest a
Secondl,” both verbal and. vieual.
The cast, mosatly carried over
from the “Beau Jest” production,
continue to be excellent, this
time under Phillip Locker's very
able direction:

“Jest a Second!” picks up about
a year later than "Beau Jest.”
Bob and Sarah (John Seibert and
Linnea Todd) are now married,
Bob- heving converted to
Judaism and Sarah now preg-
nant and threo weoks overdue. A
family dianer has been planned
to celebrato Sarah's mother's
hirthday, and brother Joel (David
Ellenstoin) has promised to
bring his new love Randy to
meet his folks.

The catch is that Randy is
male, not female, and Joel has
grent trepidation about telling
his parents he is goy. When the
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The Plymouth Theatre Guild
loynches its 50th scason with
Yepterday, Today and
Tommorrow, a musical revuo cel-
cbrating favorite Broadway
muslculs. The show runs two
more woekends, Fridays and
Saturdays, Oct. 25-26 and Nov. 1-
2, 4t 8 p.m., and Sunday, Oct. 27,
at 6 p.m. at the Water Tower
Thpatre on the campus of the
Northville Psychintric Hoapital.
Tickets are $12 at the door, and
$11 in advance, For information,
call 810-349-7110.

PTG's musical galn provides a
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crucial moment comes, Joel fal-
tera 8o badly that Bob ducks into
hia closot, dons an outfit he wore
in “La Cage aux Folles,” and
poses as a female Randy,

When the truth comes tum-
bling out at the end, this time
around there arc tomo surprise
twists that scem vory unrealistic
and forced. Nevertheless the
play abounds with the same
warmth and lovn ofita p

thetic. A loving father, he fears
losing hie children now that his
ex-wife is filing for exclusive cus-
tody and plans to use his hamo-
sexuality against him. A loving
aon, ho truly fears hurting his
parents, even though ho's the
one who previeusly gave Sarah o
pep talk about having the
courage to tell her parents the
truth,

As the parents, Miriam and
Abe, Henrictta Heromelin and
Robert Grossman continuo theic
very mcmnmblo portrnyula of

sor.
Seibert to be irre-

two
Hermohna Miriam remains

sistibly charming, whether he's
playing Bab, posing as Randy, or
sometimes forgetting and
answering as the one when he's
dressed as the other. Scibert also
handles Bob’s overzealous pur-
suit of his new religion with gen-
tleness and credibility.

Todd is once agnin fine as
Sarzh, equally believable when
she's bl:lng cranky about her
lang-term pregnancy or lovingly
supportive to her brother in his
emotional turmoil.

Eltenstein makes Joel's dis-
tress very believable and sympa-
thetic to her brother in his emo-
tional turmoil,

Ellenstein mokes Joel's dis-
treas very believable and sympa-

ntly meddlesome and
upon receiving her birthday gifts
she turns into such a self;sacri-
ficing martyr one is ready to
wring her neek. Then she deliv-
era @ very moving, redemptive
speech In which she explains she
can-never stop worrying about
her children as long as there is
still s0 much hate in the world.

Groszman's Abe is still quib-
bling and crabby. He's hilarious
in his attraction to Bob/Randy
nnd his determination to stay
physically close to her.

As a real Randy, John Michael
Manfredi is very likable, warm
and wisc, a nice addition to the
family.

Guild shows revue

talented mix of more than 60
performers, featuring director
James Moriai’s voice students
and community theater regulars,
To accommodate the fast pace
and diversity of songs, the stage
was dominated by an expansc of
steps, which accommadated the
entire cast for company numbers
and provided an effective way to
create vignettes on different lev-
els when fenturing.highlights
from a given musical. The actors,
dressed in basic black, used
quick and clever costume pull-on
picces to rqp'\dly change their

impressive, from the opening
number, A Little Night Music, to
the closing number, Applause. Do
You Hear The People Sing, from
Lex Miserables, ended the first
act on a stunning note, while the
men of the company opened the
second act with a etirring rendi-
tion of BUI-DOI from Miss
Saigon.

Comic relicf came from ongo-
ing “interruptiona” from the
Nunaense nuns, who comically
beleagucred talented narrator
Dcbbie Pletzer by sncaking in
their production numbers.
Talented soloists were the rule of

“The group numbers were

the evening.

Have your first cup of coffee this Saturday morning with
“Our House,” Detroit Edison’s Home Energy Conservation Show.
Let Tom Tynan and Paula Engel get your mind percolating this
Saturday at 6:30 a.m. Find out ways to make your home more energy
efficient, saving you money and helping to preserve
the environment at the same time.
Sit down with “Our House”
this Saturday at 6:30 a.m. on WDIV-TV, Channel 4.

Turning energy into solutions..
Detroit Edison
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Find THE DISNEY STARS ﬁND YOU MAY WIN TICKETS TO SEE THEM!!
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