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Proper insulation
-‘makes your home
more comfortable

R
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{NAPS) — One of the ensicst ways to
make your house more comfortable and
increase its resale value is often the
one that’s most everlooked.

Know what it is? It's the mast pre-
ferred insulation on the market today.

It's fiber glnss and contractors say it
offers n wenlth of energy cfficient bene-
fits. It is also thermally efficient, non-
combustible and it won't scttle or dete-
riorate with age.

Whether you're remodeling a fumily

“tant te look at the attic, sidewalls. and

the crawlspaces in your floor or garage.
Here nre a few suggeshons
B First, use a ruler in your attic to
e the t of insulation cur-
reatly mstnlled. If you have six inches
or less, you need more.

B To check sidewnlls press your hand
on the wall. If it feels cold in the winter
and hot in the summer, it may nced
more insulation.

B Check under the floors and in

heated If the floor above fecls

area or building an addition, i tion
can be the most important ingredient
in making that rcom more comfortable.
There's also o payback ns it is relative-
ly inexpensive and will improve your
home's encrgy efficiency by lowering
monthly utility bills.

Maintnining proper insulation can
also make your home more attractive
to potentinl buyers. In fact, most buy-
ers list energy-effliciency as a prime
consideration. The reason? Buyers
know they can buy a more expensive
home if heating and cooling bills can be
kept down.

When adding insulation, it's impor-

cold to bare fect in the winter, adding
insulation will make the room more
comfortable.

Whether you are doing the work
yourself or through a contractor, it pays
to familiarize yourself with all the rec-
ommended R-valucs for your region
and insulate accordingly.

For a free booklet: A Guide to Select-
ing Fiber Glass Insulation Products for
New Home Construction and Remodel-
ing, write North American Insulation
Manufacturers Association, 44 Canal
Center Plaza, Suite 310, Alexandria, VA
22314.

.Ceramic tile durable,

Ceramic tile is an attractive and
durable material that is cspecinlly pop-
ular above bathtubs and inside show-
ers. It's so popular that alternative sur-
face materials are often offered in
styles that imitate the look of the rea)
thing.

However, tiles aren’t maintenance-

free. When preblems arise, you'll have.

tweo simple choices. You can fix them
now, for a few dollars, or you can fix
them later, for hundreds more. Once
water penetrates the tile grout, wall

¢ dnmage ean be extensive.

The problems almost always begin
with damaged grout joints, and for one
of two rcasona, In today's housing mar-
ket, instailers need to move through a

job quickly. The problem is that tile-

work resists speed with two obstacles.
The first is that tile mastic cures too’
slowly, the second is that grout cures
too quickly.
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“4 s the one thing they ncver have to

'

temeyr
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think about. Why? Because except for
highly unusual circumstances — copper
aimply lasts for scores of years.

Bofore you mako a hasty decision
based on what appears to be a lower
installation fee, ask tho following ques-
tions before you buy. buiid or romodcl

T

The mastic used to glue tile to walls
will set in a day, but takes days lenger
to cure. If the spaces between the tiles
are grouted too soon, the gasea that
must escape in curing create ttny pin-
holes in the grout.,

As for curing the grout, the best
approach is a wet cure, where the nor-
mal drying rate is prolongcd When
cured properly, the grout becames hard
and water resistant. If allowed to dry
too quickly, the grout will hove a soft,
chalky surface that absorbs water. As
the water is absorbed, the grout swells,
fractures and falle away. In cither case,
water renches the drywall behind the
tiles and destroys it.

How do you know when your ceramic
tiles need help? To begin, loak for dis-
coloration in the grout. Dark spots in
grout suggest that wnicr ls pcnclrutmg,
cither b or
because the grout is loose.

your own house,

& Docs your plumbing material have

long-term, proven performarice?

M Can hormful substances penetrate
its walls?

M Are the joints relinble? Will they
withstand rapid pressure and tempera-
ture changes?

B Will it perform cqually well in hot
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and cold weather? Is it easily thawed, if |

Auburn Road (810) 862-7420.

Adopt-a-pet

Smokey: Thzs 2-year-old male Labrador Retrxcver is in great
shape. Smokey would be a great “personal trainer” for the
runner or walker. He is also smart and knows some tricks.
Very friendly, this boy would make a great family pet — he
can get along with all sorts of personalities and he loves peo-
ple. Smokey (No. R69244) and other pets are available at the
Michigan Humane Society Rochester Hills Shelter, 3600

not ‘maintenance—free

As water penctrates these paps,
molds grow in them, holding more
water and further weakening the grout
in those nrens. Where water mineral
levels arc high, the dark spots will be
surrounded by lighter, yellow-orange
discelarations, Of course, if small strips
of grout have already fallen out, you'll
have little time to waste.

You should also closely examine the
cnulked scams in the corners and
where tiles meet the tub. Where you
find apotr of dark discolorntion or
cracks, o repair is in order,

Before you can regrout and recaulk,
you must properly prepare the tiles.
Use a carpet knife to remove any loose
or degraded grout and caulk. Dig out
grout a few inches on cither sido of a
discoloration, and extended openings
where grout may have already fallen
out. Remove discolored and cracked
cnulk with a sharp knife or rozor-type

necessary?

B Docs it resist punctures and abra-
sion and not embrittle with age?

R Can it inhibit the breeding of
germa?

@ Does it bum. or give off amoke or
toxic fumes when exposed to fire?

B Docs it have a low lifetime cost,
with virtually no maintcnance?

H Are other homeowners confident

[

seraper. Simply cut along cach edge of
the caulk scam. This will loosen the
caulk go that you can pull it awny in
strips.

With the damaged grout and coulk
removed, clean the entire surface thor-
oughly so thnt new grout, caulk and
sealer can adhere properly. Any of the
tub and tile cleaners on thc muarket will
work.

lf you prefer a home remedy, try a
formulauon conmstmg of onc-half cup
of h h half.cup of
white vinegar and onc-fourth cup of -
baking sodn. Use o toothbrush and tile
cleaner or diluted household bleach to
serub pergistent stains,

Rinse, allow to dry and wipe away
any cleanser residue with a dry cloth.
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ver plumbing will last for many years

about it; will it increase the home's
investment and resale valuo?- )

@ Docs it have widespread opproval
ol'bulldmg inapectors and engincers?

| Dous it have inherent quality nnd
value, or is it falso econamy?

Copper is the only plumbing mnwnnl
that can answer “yea” to all these ques-
tions, Call the Coppor Dovelopment
Asgociation at (800) 741-6823.
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