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Chemmals fight fung‘us that rots wood

ReADER'S DIGEST BOORS
. szg AP SPECIAL FEATURES

Crumbling foundations, Mushy win-

dowsnl!s Falling fcnm poata. For years,

uu-o were d
rotted wood

But the battlo may finally be over.
Some manufecturers now guarantee _
pot merely claim _ that their pressure-
treated wood products will wnhstnnd
termites and decay for life.

The basic problom? Wood rots, The
sourco of this destruction? Fungus. Not
just one type of fungus, either. There's
an cntire army of fungus apecics that
thrives on wood. They eat the wood and
cause the fiber to dissolve.

But fungi cannot infeat wood cvery-
where. They need air, water and a 50-
to-90-degrec temperature range to
thrive. Otherwise, they lie dormant or

d to replace

C. -

Wood for foundation and outdoor use
is a prime candidate for rot when it
gets wet and docan't have a chance to

dry out.

Area antique store offers gulde to

Royal Oank’s newest antique store,

- AAE Estates, features a large sclection
of treasures.

Among the items are fine vintage pot-

tery including Rookwood and McCoy,

The iden of preserving wood with
chemicals began with the natural
defenaes of rot-resistant wood, notably
redwood and cedar. The darker colored
heartwood of these trecs contains
chemicals toxic to most fungus species.
The lighter colored sapwood, toward the
outside of the tree, is no morc resist:

: lenc{\ out and prowcts tho wood indefi-

nitely.

The quality of treated wood varics,
dopending on the species of treo and on
how deeply the preservative penctratcu
To be effective the preservative should
penetrate at least 2 12 inches into the
wood. If you cut through a 2-by-4, the

ish tint should show throughout,

than other woods.

Currently, thera aro three types of
chemncn!a commonly used for preserv-
ing wood: pentachlorophenol ¢called
penta), creosote and chromated copper
arsenate (CCA). All arc applied com-
mercially only and arc not available to
homeowners, Penta and creosote are
used mainly in industrial uppllcnuons
Moat of the treated lumb,

ull.hough it will become lighter townrd
the center. An AWPA (American Wood
Preservers Association) stamp or tag on
the lumber is a sign of quality control,
A lifetime guarantee tag is another
good quatity indicator.’

Also, note that brushing en a preser-
vative, or soaking or dlppmg a picce of
wood in a preacrvnhvc, is not a8 good as

cr can buy is treated wnth CCA (or n
similar chemical), which can be identi-
fied by the distinctively greenish color
of the wood. CCA is dissolved in water
and forced deep into the wood under
pressure. It bonds with the wood fibers
as the wood dries. After that, it won't

furniture dating from the 1850a to the
19508, finc paintings and toys. Estate
consultant Jefl Allmen offers peraonal
service.

The store also offera guides and boaks

tre t. Wil peated wet-
tmg and drying, sauch surface-trented
wood develops deep cracks, oxpasing
untrcated arcas where fungus ¢an

grow. .
Like any other wood, presaure-treat-

ed wood will warp, erack and swell from

exposuro to momture. But ence it's dry,

about antiques that can bo bought or
special ordered.

AAE Estates is at 628 E, 11 Milg,
between Main and Cumpbcll. Call (810)
684-2220,

most treated wood can bo s‘tmnod.
painted or treated with water repellent
to protect it from the olcmonts and
keep it atable.

The preservatives in trcated wood
can be harmful and should bo treated
with respect. Don't use pressuro-treat- *
ed wood where human or animal food
can be exposed to it, such as for coun-
tertops, cutting bourds and pet dishes,
Wash any parts of your skin that come ..
in contact with pressure-treated wood.

Daon't use it indoors or where there
might be frequent skin contact with it
unless it's sealed with at least two coats
of polyurethane, epoxy or shellac. For
more details, read the consumer infor-
mation pamphlets available whorover
treated wood is sold.

Also, wear o dust mask to avoid
inhaling sawdust when cutting treated
wood Dor't burn the sawdust or scrap

h Js in the can be
inhaled. Dispose of the scraps in your
ordinnry tnmb collection or bury it. o~

treasures

Allmen, 18, started collecting Match-
box cara at age 6 months. His love of
collectibles started when his parents
carted him to antiques stores before he
was old enough to walk.
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Stanley product quality affects millions of
people in as many dilferent ways, every
day. And now — until Nov. 30 — you can
get a Stanley garage door for less than
you'd expect.

- Durable steel enhances safety
and security

« Dovetail design adds strength
» Won't warp, crack or rot
« Beautiful pre-painted finish

» Virtually maintenance-free
Garage Door « Complements any architectural style
8x7 lnain!!cd .
- Let Midwest Door & Window
$299. 00 show you Stanley garage doors -
and much more:
i&“ » Stanley garage door openers
f‘!EuREE ni\llmli Remot(?n » Stanley entry doors
3 s - 5
f aarlno; B‘.‘;?;%‘{,’S.‘Si" oLy . Wood, vinyl and aluminum windows
! Fts on keychaind 4« Skylights

Famntastic fall saymgs | -
on Stanley garage doors! |
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Mldwest

- -Door & Window
35539 Schoolcraft, Livonia, Ml 48150

Visit our showroom, or
call 313-462-3500
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