_
DAN O'MEARA, EDITOR
_ 313-083-2141

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 1996

@he Facrmington Observer

SPORTS

fl

FARMINGTON '~
FARMINGTON: H

ILLS

Vellucel to coach stars

Farmington Hilla native Mike Vellucei has
been chosen to coach in the USA Hockey All-Star
Experience in Waterloo, lowa, Nov. 18-20,

Vellucci, the conch and general manager of the
Compuware Ambassadors, will conch tho North
American Hockey League's all-star entry in the
round-robin tournnment.

He is in his fourth acason as coach of the
Ambassadors, who aro 8-0-C and in first place in
the NAHL this senson.

Vellueei played major junior hockey with the
Belleville Bulls of the Ontario Hockey League
and was drafted by the Hartford Whalters in the
1984 NHL draft.

He took over the Ambassadors before the
1993-94 scason and led Compuwars to consecu-
tive Junior A national championships in his first
two scasons behind the bench.

Vellucci has compiled a 100-30-12 record in
NAHL regular-season play.

Mercy swimmers win .

Elizabeth Poavar won two ovents and
anchored the record-setting 400 frecatyle relay
team Wednesday, leading Farmington Hills
Mercy to n 113-73 win over Birmingham Marian,

Posvar won the individual medley (2:16.84)
and the 100 freestyle (56,24). Danielle Clayton,
Jennifer MacDonald, Kelly Carlin and Posvar
set a Morcy pool record with a first-place time of
3:44.48 in the relay.

The Marlins had ather victoriea from MacDon-
ald in the butterfly (1:01.71), Carlin in the 500
freestyle (5:20.44), Becca Gould in diving
(216.40) and Caroline Kenna in the backstroke
(1:03.44).

Merey had sccond places from Betsy Lambert,
200 freestyle (2:05.02), Kenna, 60 freestyle
(26.21); Erin Downs, butterfly (1:03.1); Katio
Callan, backstroke {1:06.47); and Meredith
Spiegel, breaststroke (1:12.23).

Posvar, Spicgel, MacDonald and Kenna were
second in the medley relny (1:64.23), and Kenna,
Carlin, Natalic Grondin and Clayton finished
second in the 200 freestyle (1:44.83).

In a victory over Madison Heights Bishop
Foloy Oct, 24, MacDonald made the state cut in
the 500 freestyle (5:27.26).

Other winners for Mercy were Downs, 200
freostyle (2:13.1); Molly Killeen, IM~(2:27.47);
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Somo wins are just wins; some are
good wins, and then there are really
big wins.

Farmington Harrison's girla bos-
ketball team had ono of tho fatter
Thursdny in the first round of the
Westorn Lakes Activitios Associa-
tion tournament.

The Hawks produced a shocker
with their 36-32 defeat of defending
champion and host Walled Lake

Central,
1t just might be the biggest victory
in Harrison history, but the Hawks
might not find that so surprising.
Harrison, which lost by three to
the Vikings in tho regular scason,

played with a collective confidence
and a defensive intensity that limit-
ed all-state center Becky Cummings
to 11 points, .

“In tho locker room, nobody was

nervdus; everybody was relaxed,”
Harrisen coach Pete Mantyla said.
*If we ran our system a little better,
with the same kind of effort we had
last time, we knew we could be right
thero at tho end with a chance to
win.”
It was also Horrison's first tourna-
meat win during Mantyla's six-year
tenure. His teams have been in the
playoffs the last five years,

The fifth-soeded Hawka (11-8)
advance to the semifinal round
Tuosdny and will play at top-sceded
Northville. Central (11-8) plays host

to Livonia Stevenson.

Harrison double-teamed Cum-
mings, a Miss Bnsketball candidate
averaging 18.3 points, fronting her
with a guard nnd putting either
Amy Jenkins or Kerstin Andrzcjow-
ski between her and the basket.

Cummings was limited to 10 field-
gonl attempta. She made four (one in
the second half) and was 3-of-3
shooting free throws.

“Early in the first half, she got
loose for a couple of easy baskats,”
Mantyla said, “but over the last
threo quarters I don't think she had
a solid look without at least a couple
kids on her., *

“In the Jast game, Becky was the
one playor who consistently scored,
and we had to stop her. In tho scc-
ond half, we had to make sure she
wasn't the one who was going to
score,

“Tho difference in the game is her
getting 11 instead of 20 (as she did
in Central's 39-36 victory Oct. 15)."

Tho Hawks countered with eight
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points apiece from Mahogany
Flotcher, Amy Roble and Andrzejews
aki, Joni Stewart and Michelle Bortz
added six points each for the
Vikings. )

Despite giving away sizo to 8-foot.
1% Cummings and 6-2 Bortz, Harrj-
son rebounded nggressively and shof
tho ball with confidence, letting it
fly from three-point distance, Fletch.
er, Kriatine Knutson and Roble had
one triple each.

“I thought all year long, in our big
games, we took gutsy shots,” Manty-
1a said, “The whole team played
with a lot of heart and guts* .

It was a difficult defeat for the
Vikings, who came into the game
with a six-game winning streak and
having scored more than 60 points
in each of thair last threo. -

“We basically played not to losé

‘instead of playing to win,” Central

conch Steva Emert aaid, “Wo just
didn’t score tonight. We didn’t shoot
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Shaieb
sparks
victory

BY DAN O'MEARA
STAFF WRITER

In sports vernacular, it's called
having a carcer day, especially if
you're the Farmington Harrison full-
back.

Senior Nick Shaieb, better known
for his blocking and tackling, rushed
for a 304 yards and twoe touchdowns
S day as tho Hawks d d vis-

Lambert, 50 freestyle (27.39); Carlin, b r
(1:04.34); Gould, diving (218.2); Dana Dzickan,
100 freestyle (1:01.25); and Alison Desmond,
backatroke {1:15.62). .

Scot Tour update

Linda Handyside, president of the Detroit
Curling Club in West Bloomfield, is headed for
Scotland.

Handyside was recently selected by the United
States Women'a Curling Associntion to represent
the United States on the 1898 Scot Tour, Handy-
side will take the position of Vice-skip and will
join 19 ather U.S. women on the tour.

Scotland is considered to be the cradle of curl-
ing. Tho United States team will compete in 30
matches during the tour.

Handyside is currently the president of the
Detroit Curling Club and is the first woman in
its 111-yenr history to hold this position.

Senlor softball fitness

An eight-week fitncsa program for sonior
men's softball players will be from 9:46-11:30
a.m. Wednesdays, beginning Nov. 20 througk
Jan. 29 (no sesaions Nov. 27, Dec, 26 and Jan, 1}
at the Schoolcraft Community Collego Physical
Education Building (main gym).

The seasions include flexibility, strength, acro
bics and volleyball practice (instructed by Tom
Teeters).

The cost is $25 per person. For mero informa-
tion, call {313) 462-4413.

Boys basketball sign-up

Registration for Boys Class D basketball (18-
and-under) for residents in tho Livonin or
Clarencovillo public schools is under way.

A.mecting for new tenms will be held at 7:30
p.m. Wednosday at the Civic Contor Library
meeting room (A). League play begina in Jan-
uary,

For more information, call Livonia Parks and
Recreation at (313) 261-2260. °

Prep finals on PASS

Pro-Am Sports Systems will teloviso all four
claases of the Michigan High School Athletic
A iation girls basketball Satur-
day, Dec. 7, from Kollogg Arena in Battle Creck.

Action will bo telovized at noon (Class D), 2
p.m. (A), 8 p.m. (C) and 8 p.m. (B),

The boys soccer state finnls will ba aired on o
tapo-delayed basis at 8 p.m. Monday, Nov. 11
(D); 3:30 p.a. Saturday, Nov. 16 (B); 8 p.m. Mon-
day, Nov. 26 (C); and 8 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 26

The foatball finals from the Silverdome will bo
brondeast tape delayed at 6 and 8 pm. Sunday,
Dec. 8 (D and A); 5 p.m. Saturday, Dee. 14 (C); 7
p.m. Wednceday, Dece. 18 (B); 7 p.m. Thursday,
Dec. 19 (DD); 7 p.m. Friday, Dee. 20 (AA); 7 p.m.
Saturdny, Dee. 21 (CC);.and 5:30 p.m. Sunday,
Dec. 22(BB).

. snid Shaieb, who carried 18 times. “I

e

iting Detroit Country Day, 34-27.
*It was fun to get tho ball a lot,”

used to be a running back in Littlo
League, and it brought back some
memories,

“The line did a great job; thoy
were opening holes left and right. T
just read my blocks and went for the
openings.”

The 6-foot-8, 190-pound Shaicb's
rushing yardago ia the second high-
est single-gamo total in Harrison
history. Jason Granger sot the
record last year with 317 against
Walled Lake Western.

In one game, Shaisb also sur-
passed his rushing total for all of
last season when he had 239 yards
on 44 attempts,

“We didn't go into the game plan-
ning that; it just worked out that
way,” Harrison coach John Herring-
ton said. *Our game plan was to
throw underneath the coverago, We
did a little of that, but it acemed the
traps and veers wers working.” .

The Hawks finished the regular
scason 8-1 and qualified for the
Clesa A playoffa for the fourth
straight year,

Shaicb electrified the home crowd’
on the final play of the third quarter
with an 83-yard touchdown run that
broke a 14-14 deadlock.
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Big grouhd galner:
lead Harrison to a 34

Senior Nick Shaieb rushed for 304 yards and two touchdowns Saturday to |
.27 victory over Detroit Country Day and a Class A playoff berth. .

Shamrocks win rematch with Warriors, 28-0

BY STEVE KOWALSH
BTAFY WRITKR

Just Inst month, a Catholic Lengue champi-
onship and a playofl berth appeared remote for
the Detrait Catholic Central football team.

But on Sunday night, the Shamrocks earned
‘both with a 28-0 victory over Birmingham Broth-
er Rice in the Prep Bowl championship game at
tho Pontiac Silverdomo.

The Shamrocks are 7-2 and the fourth sced in

Class AA Region 3, Westland John Glenn, 8-0and .

the top-sceded team, will host the Shamrocka at
1:30 p.m. Saturday in a first-round game,

The league champicnship was the ninth for CC
conch Tom Mach and the Shamrocks' fourth in
thoe last five years,

This is the same team that blow a 14-0 halftime
lead and lost to Rice, 21-14, in overtimo in the
Boys Bowl on Oct. 6.

But not really the same team.

"We've been gotting a Jot better in practice, but
I didn’t know tho score would end up this way,”
Mach said. “It scemed like this year has been a
must-win game every week. It's beon a rough sea-
son, and tho kids have held together, I can't say
enough about thom.” ' .

All is not loat for the Warriors, who take an 8-1
record into tho Class A playoffa and will play at
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Grosse Pointe North on Saturday.

CC usenior quarterback Greg Call scored on o 3-
yard run and threw an 18-yard touchdown pass to
junior tight end Don Slankster.

The Shamrocks also scared on a 10-yard run by
senior tailbnck Greg Alealn and junior fullback
Chria D ke's 1-yard run, Placckicker Anron
Rock mado all four extra-point attempta.

Senior fullback Milam Brooka led the S8ham-
rocks with a carcer-high 144 yards in 11 carries.
Alcala had 75 yards in 11 carrics, and Duewsko
had 69 yards in 17 carrics.

Brooks credited the blocking of linemen Brian
Douglas, Brian Baaki, Chris Kose, Ben Herman,
Mike Bowen and rotating tight enda Kurt Cam-
don, Joremy Jakary, Mike Danczak and

Slankater.
*T folt like I could drive a truck through there,”
Brooks said,
The passing fon of Call to Slank

Rice secondary when ho caught his TD pass with
3:15 left in the firat quarter. -

“I came out and said to Don, ‘You've got to
make a big play today’ and ho did,” said Call, whé
wos 3-0f-5 for 52 yards, “You could tell after that
TD eateh, it loosened things and opened up every-
thing. We've been plnying bettor and better each
weeked, and wo topped it off this week. I think
wo're going to make another run.” ‘

CC geored on drives of 66, 62, 72 and 76-yards. ¢

The Shamrocks led 14-0 at halftime and were
ncarly impossiblo to stop in the second half. They
took tho kickoff and drove 72 yards in six plays,

-Aleala scaring with 8:02 left in the third quarter.

A 10-play, 756-yard drive was capped by
Duewcke's plungo lato in tho third quarter for a
280 lead,

The only thing that stopped the Shamrocka ant
their last posscesion waa the clock, which expired
after they drove the ball 84 yards in 16 ploys in
tho last 9:04. :

Rlieo senior tailback Brian Marshall was held to
67 yards on 15 carriea. Twice, the Shamracks

proved offectivo on the Shamrocks’ first scoring
drivo, which covered 66 yards. Slankster caught
19-yard poes over the middle on third-and-11
from tho CC own 33. He was wide open in the
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d him for gains of less than a yard od
fourth-nnd-short plays in CC territory. §
The Shamrocks presorved the shutout when
Gino DiGiandomenico batted down an Eric Marcy
pass on fourth down at tho CC 6 with 9:04 left.
i
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