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Senate sits on health care bill after House win

BY TIM RICHARD
STAFF WRITER

A health-care bill thot sailed
through the state House on o
108-0 vote is the center of a
starm in the Senate, where small
businesses insist it will drive up
costs and drive out insurers.

Rep. John Jamian, R-Bloom-
ficld Townahip, steered House
Bill 65672 through months of
negotintions and compromise to
casy passage in mid-September.
It would:

¢ Require insurers to cover
“pre-existing conditions” of an
individua! under a group policy.
“Pre-existing conditions” include
auch ailments as dinbetes,
hypertension and heart prob-
tems.

® Allow insurers to exclude an
individual buyer from coverage
of a “pre-existing candition™ for
six months,

Sen. John Schwarz, R-Battle
Creck, n physician and support-
er of the Jamian bill, accused
insurers of “cherry-picking” —
wanting to insure only healthy
people on wham they can make n
profit and leaving othera out in
the cold.

“I find that unacceptable,
There's o fairness issuc here,”
Schwarz said at an Oct, 30 heor-
ing in Lansing of the Financial
Services and Health Palicy com-
mittees, He cited an Ohio worker
who would like to move ta a job
in Michigan but is blocked from
health insurance coverage for six
months.

A spokesperson for Blue Cross
and Blue Shield of Michigan
agreed. “To avoid high-risk
enrollees, carriera use evasive
tactics such as medical under-
writing, pre-cxisting condition

lusi industry ing
and durational writing,” said
Mary Burgess-Faroni in a memo
to lawmakers,

Bad odds cited

But some insurance agents say
irresponsible customers hurt the
system. “You need to look at wh.,
peaple wait,” said Neale Musolff,
a Holt agent for 32 years. “We
don't sell fire insurance to people
whoge house it on fire, You can’t
sell n parachute to someone
alrendy in an sirplane.”

Richard Ryman, of American
Medical Security Co, in Green

Bay, Wisc., opposed the bill, cit-
ing Kentucky's 1994 law pro-
hibiting exclusion of isting

bills would require insurers to
fully inform customers in plain-

English d and to estab-

conditions. “In some cases, we
received applications (for insur-
ance) the day before {(transplant
) surgery because we covered
transplants,” said Ryman.

His company's experience was
one transplant in 613 Kentucky
policies versus one in 3,000 in
Florida. Ryman accused Ken-
tucky of promoting “ndverse
selection,” the opposite of cherry-
picking.

Schwarz replied: “The number
of transplants will do nothing
but incrense.”

Barry Cargill, of the Small
Business Association of Michi-
gan, predicted HB 55672 would
forco the exit of two to five insur-
ers from the state and raise costs
for the rest.

Scnators heord testimony from
two dozen people and haven't
scheduled a vote on either HB
5572 or other bills in the five-
part package.

They are sponsored by Reps.
Penny Crissman, R-Rochester,
and Gernld Law, R-Plymouth,
among othera. Called the
“Patient's Bill of Rights,” the

ligh formal grievance procedure
by Oct. 1, 1997.

No comments on the testimony
or bills were made by Sens.
Michael Bouchard, R-Birming-
ham, chair of Financial Services;
Mike Rogers, R-Brighton; Willis
Bullard Jr., R-Milford; or three
Democrats,

‘Modest step’

Larry Horwitz, of the Econom-
ic Alliance of Michigan, repre-
senbung company and union buy-
era of health insurance, called an
jmpromptu news conference dur-
ing a break to rebut Rymnn's
charges concerning Kentucky
and other states.

Many of those states —
notably New Jersey and New
York — regulated rates, guaran-
teed coverage and mandated
benefits. “These (Michigan) bills
don't do any of that. Their exam-
ples have been states that did
far-reaching changes. They're
comparing appies and grape-
fruit,” snid Horwitz, adding:

“The House bill is o very mod-

OU opens classrooms to Compuware

Oakland University, with a
grant from the Michigan Jobs
Commission, will upgrade the
skills of 64 computer program-
ming professionals at Com-
puware Corporation.

“This initintive is yet another
example of how Oakland indus-
try leaders and professionals
remain competitive in the rapid-
1y changing workplace,” ou
President Gory D. Russi said.
“Industry leaders are turning to
Oakland for market-driven
training, recognizing that ou
has distinguished itself with
many recent technological suc-
cesses. The learning-centered
Compuware training project is

also serve on OU's President’s
Technology Board, another col-
laborative relationship &

The competitive Michigan Jobs
Com{niuiun grant comes from

the institutions. Oakland will
use the $91,000 Michigan Jobs
Commission grant to train pro-
fessionals at Compuware's
Farmington Hills office, The
workers will learn C++/00P and
Microsoft VB, which are soft-
ware tools for developing busi-
neas applications. Training is to
be completed by spring 1997,

's $35-million Economic
Development Job Training pro-
gram. The commission worka
with local ities and buei-

products and professional ser-
vices thot help information tech-
nolagy professionals develop,
napl and support appli
tions thot run their businesses.

neases to retain and expand job
opportunities, prepare workers
for carcer advancement and
improve the overall business cli-
mate.

Compuware Corporation is a
worldwide provider of software
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est step.”

Brighton insurance agent
Patrick Humant said he had
“mixed cmotions” on the gucs-
tion of requiring coverage of pre-
existing conditions. “I can’t buy
insurance from my own insur-
ance company. That's not right.
But it’s not worth bankrupting
the whole aystem for pre-exist-
ing conditions.™

The answer, Humant said, is
not to pnss the House bills but to
let the federal Kennedy-Kasse-
boum law take effect next July
1

That federnl act deals with
portability of benefits, allowing
workers to carry benefits from
one job to the next, But it defines
“cligible individual® as a person
who recently had group henlth
coverage, which some lawyers
say won’t help individual insur-

anco buyera.

Chambers split

The debate found the Greater
Detroit and Michigan Chambers
of Commerce on opposing sides.

Tim Beck, a Detroit insurance
ngent, said that when he started
in 1975 no one inquired about
pre-exiating conditions, After
about 1980, insurcrs tried to get
rid of pre-existing conditions,
“The bottom line is how to avoid
paying cloims,” said Beck. “I'm
not interested in doing business
that way." .

Nancy McKengue, represent-
ing the state chamber, said in ad
earlier henring that the Jamion
bill “removes a major incentive
for people to take personal
reaponsibility and purchase
henith insurance before they
need it." .
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among mnny unique collnbora-
tive relationships with industry
leaders that have resulted in
new programs to meet the
demnnds of a highly skilled wark
force.”

Compuware representatives

Since Dad has
Alzheimer’s,

| can't leave
him alone for
a minute.
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Now, | can't
get a minute
alone.

1f you are al least 18 years old and
suffee from arthritis in the hip or
knee, have stomach pains and are
cumrently taking Voltaren or any
other medications for arthitis, then
we could use you. Henry Ford
Hospital's Department of
Gastroentology are seeking
valunteets to participate in o
research study involving an
investigational drug to treat
artheitis and prevent stomach
injury. Enrollee’s medical
cxpenses will be paid. For more
information, please call

(313) 876-3369,

You know the feeling if someone you love dus Aleheimers, Even the simple things
bevvene worrissume. Did Dad semember 10 lock the door? Bid e um off the sunes

Peopte with Alzheimers disesse rquine 4 afe, sesure and uncwmplicated plie t live,
“That’s why Arden Courts has pioncered s new living alterntive for them. It isan Awsisted
Living facility drsigoen for pevple in the carly 1 midde stages of Alzheimer's--pevple
who peul astistance, but st full-time puning care.

Anlen Courts maximizes ssidents” safeey while mincaining the comfust and axeemibil-
ity uf home. And since we hase a limited numbet of raidents at Arden Courss, we are sble
W ine each 00 just the right smount of atcention and care.

‘Arden Courts is now upen in Scerling Heights, Michigan. Since apace is limiced,
its not wa carly to feserve a room aow, To find aut mote about Atdea Coutes ur o

receive our free guide "AuThe Heare OF
Aldimer's” call us o send in e on.
heimet's” call us or send in the oupo M Arden Courts
ManorCare Health Services”

Paid for by the Friends of Murray Jackson
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n ‘They noé only{gslorgno_rmal
chewing an ?;e“ ing abilities, the For reservatlons please call
tori at 1-810-553-0645

also enhance facial appearance an
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the overall quality of life."
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Do it todsy, Bevause time is pretious
wusall.

Call Arten Couns tixlay. 1-800-587-CARE @273
(Al studics donc with strict sdberehce to
guidelines of the Food and Dsug
Administration).
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*
% A proven track record. . 4 Yoars i ) %
% In 12 short years, John Nichols has proven himself : S:(Elcer::;lechsi cars in Law Enforcement Tk
“ " o 3 gan's first Boot Camp. %
% to be more than just a “good cop”. He's transformed + Made Oakland C Auto Thef ; the =X
% the Sheriff's Department into a more efficient, more b A ‘l-‘ ? fé“ ounty Auto Theft Unit one of the i~
* offective police force. And that's made Oakland est in the County. ) x
: County a safer place to live. . h}%lgz;&d isf(s)cgs'l taking a realistic alcoho! *

program into schools.
% Extensive experience in law enforcement. . *
: John Nichols has sperln 5? SyearfI behind ;/}l‘le }I:ladgc, ¢ Eg}g:{"‘s:?n’\tl’i‘;:‘;{ a’éﬁ'g%‘:‘c‘;m Unit is the most :
in service to the people of Southeastern Michigan, as

* police Chief of Detroit, Undersheriff of Oakland * Increased Contract Road Patrol by 120%. ‘:
: County, Police Chief of Farmington Hills and as . gf}ls'gt(i)zgéi Ig:i:nylclgll‘vision Saving Oakland County x
% Sheriff of Oakland County. y . X
% Dedicated to cutting crime in Oakland County. * Expanded Narcotic Enforcement Team. ::
: Without question, Sheriff John F. Nichols deserves ENDORSED BY: X
* yourr voite folr ;f-%lc;tlon, Behcausc tl:e's &PEO\QCQ ] . 2 Oakland County Deputies Assoclation *
professional. And because he's gotten the Job cone = Oakland County Command Officers Assoclation *
: {‘:" the pRSt“l‘f }’ca'f}; kczgilggflrygr%oi’agn\enh BBR—=SHERIFF JOHN F. Greater Detroit Butlding Trades Council :z
% County well below the national average. — . Local 324 PA.C. :
%k your h"::lp, he can cut crime even more. NI C O L S pf)g;\. sz A *
: Vote for Sheriff John F. Nichols. A AND-COLIN Police Reserve Officers Assoctation - Michigan :
aid for ;
o .
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