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Vote in peace
Last-ditch appeals unwanted

hey uscd to close the taverns on elec-
T tion day. These daya we'd settle for

cloging the mouths of a few politicians
and their supporters.

It almost never fails. Election day nears
and people start complaining about the inten-
sity of the last-minute peliticking, including
the never-ending attack ads on TV and pushy
people near the polls on election day.

Count us among the complniners this yeor.
Across the airwaves there has been a sur-
feit of neg advertil that,
repeated ad nouseam, are just about guaran-
teed to drive even the most civic-minded of us

away (rom politics — and maybe even away
from the polls on election day.

It has been said that “negative campaign-
ing” — uttering nasty things about a cundi-
date on behalf of his/her opponent — works,
and that's why it continues.

‘We suppose those attack ads turn the trick
with the sort of people who believe the hend-
lines they rend in the supermarket tabloids
(Gee, did you know that President Clintan was
phatographed with John F. Kennedy three
wecks ago?), but the rest of us get pretty
darned fed up with them,

Maybe it's time for an iron: ruie in the form
of astate law: Let's ban wll politicking, say,
the weekend beforé a Tuesday election,

Get the insults off TV, and, while we're at
it, let's nlso do away with those annoying sup-
porters near the polls on election day.

Complaints have been phoned into the
Observer office during recent Farmington-
arca clections about people pushing their
“yote-for” paper a bit too close to the polla.

You, the voter, went to do your civic chore
after a hard day’s work, and you end up run-
ning the gnuntlet outside a achool or fire hall,

We know a voter who drives to the polls,
even though she lives just down the street,
Why? “I don't want to content with people giv-
ing me their stupid fliers,” she said.

It was easier on her nerves, she added, to
drive past the gaggle of humanity, waiting
like grim panhandlers with their campaign
signs and pamphlets.

Someonc is bound to agk: So what's the big
deal? Ian’t that the American way, to listen to
opinions on politics?

Well, sure, but our friend, along with the
rest of the body politic, had been absorbing
opinions on these races and ballot proposals
for wecks and weeks.

There comes a time to cease the tumult |
and shouting. Give us a brenk, pols and
friends of pols. The voters have looked and lm-
tened for a long time now.

Give them a chance to vote in peace.

Roads: Never-ending concern

akland County’s roads range from
o superhighways to tree-lined boule-

vards to country lanes, No matter
- where you drive around our 300-square-mile
county, you'll find a maze of conditions, from
gridlocked arteries to fast-flowing interstates
to flooded back roads,

The Jast survey conducted by the Beverly
Hills-based Road Commission for Onkland
County identificd a staggering $1.5 billion in
necessary road improvements by the year
2006, “Unfortunately,” says road commisgion
chief Brent Bair, “you could cut this total
amount in half, or even by two-thirds, but
there still would not be enough funding to
bring about the remaining mprovemenhs.

The i dently run road
hns an $80 mlllwn budget, 550 employees and
at boord inted by the elect-

ed county board of commissionera. The state
funds the road commission via license-plate
fees and the fuel tax (15 centa per gallon since
1984, 45th among the 50 atates). Oakland's .
booming economy doesn't directly incrense
commission funding. More fucl-cfficient cars
mean leas stato funding for road rl:pairs.

Like other urban counties, Oakland is &
donor county in terms of transportation dol-

[ OAKLAND WATCH |

the work in Oakland County than other coun-
ties since Oakland has a lot of lnkes and wet-
lands and the soils in many arcas are very
bad. With all of the growth and development,
the cost of land has gone up rapidly, and thus,
the cost of purchasing road right-of-way for
road projects has increased also. Example
costs of rond improvements: apply new gravel
to gravel road, $11,000 per mile; build a poss-
ing lane, $40,000; pave gravel subdivision
streets, $170,000 per mile; reconstruct/resur-
face two-lane asphait road, adding selected
passing and turn lancs, $300,000 per mile;
widen from two lanes to five lanes, $3.3 mil-
lion per mile.”

Q: “What can be done with a nickel fucl-tax

9n

lars. Donor idize rural
that don’t have the population or tax base to
generate sufficient road funding.

The Road Commission for Oakland County
oversees 2; 500-miles in county roads, includ.
ing 850 miles of gravel roads. This no:work is

dict and

A: “A nickel increase would generate an
additional $8.6 million for county road needs
in Oankland County. The road commission
could reconstruct and resurface 28 miles of
two-lane asphalt roads, or widen 2.5 miles of

the largest among ). igan’s 83
second in size only to the state highway sys-
tem. The commisaion also maintains 90 per-
cent of Lhe tmﬂ' ic mgnnls in the county. By

ins 310 miles of

state l-ughwqy.

At the invitation of newly elected state Sen.
Bill Bullard, R-Highland, Bair recently *hit
the road” to explain what his commission doca
and what its limits are in addressing public
outery over the plight of Oakland roads. Presi-
dent of the County Road Association of Mic.hi-

two-1 roads to five lanes, or pave 10.6 miles
of gravel roads, assuming half of them have
some soil problems. Today, over 200 miles
need to be resurfaced, over 100 miles need to
be widened duc to current traffic volumes and
congestion problems and over 100 miles of
gravel roads need to be paved duo to the traf-
fic volumes using them.”

If you know of a rond problem where safety
is compromised, call the Road Commission for
Oankland County’s Department of Citizen Ser-
vices, which will quickly contact the right gov-

(810) 858-4804.

Bob Sklar is managing editor of our Oak-

gan, Bair nnswcred ly asked g
such as;
Q: “What does it cost to improve roads in
Qakland County?” land County editions.

. A: “It in sometimes more expensive to do

This wook In history as reported in post
editions of the Farmington Observer and the
Farmington Enterprise.

B 40 YEARS AGO — .NOV. 1, 1956
{ENTERPRISE)

Tragedy was miraculously averted Saturday, Oct.
27, 1956, when the cancpy of & stregking
mititary fet fighter airpiane suddenly broke laose,
scattering pleces of metal and plastic over
Farmington’s business district. Therc were no
injuries, Tho main portion of the canopy smashed
into a car ownzd by Willlam DeScott, 33425
Halsted Rocd, thot was parked behind Dr. ML
Hutton's office, 33425 Grand River. The pliot, 27-

year-old Lt. Kaith Bordina of Dearbom, managed
1o land the F-89 jet safely at Wayne County
Alrport. The plane was traveilng at 500 milos per
hour at when the canogy came off.

@ 25 YEARS AGO — OCT. 3031, 1871
(ENTERFPRISE & OBSERVER)

Star Cutter, for 20 years a macnlno shop on
Grand River in f

QUESTION:
Do you
remember
the first
time you
voted?
1 turned 18 on That was back In | [n 1952, 1 was 6 | know it was
We asked this | oy 6 and voted | 1964, Kennedy yoars old and when | was 18,

_ question at on the 7th for had been kllled remember mak- 1t was small
Longacre Ele- Tricky Dick tho yeor before, Ing o campaign Issues fike
mentary and (Nixon). and Johnson van, | poster for Elsen- roads,

F;'S( fmpres- Sonlo D'Arcy | Denlse McCarty | "°¥C" Stacoy Sandars
slons Foarminglon Hilis Howolt H Margolick Rochestar Hills
preschool. Farmington Hills

LETTERS TO THE EBITOR

Questions endorsement

our timing could not have been better.
Your endorsement of Steve Dibert on
Halloween was very well-timed.
First, it is scary that ofter viewing the can-
didate's debates, that your choice is Mr. Dib-
ert, Again, 1 ask, did we view the same

programs and theories are primarily at fault.

Will history repeat itself? A district commit-
tee, comprised of an administrator and 25
teachers volunteering their time, has been
working on a “new” language arts curriculum
for elmost & year.

Does the group con.sist ol't.hc same people
who i d whole ]

debate? Second, for Dibert to be idered a
figcal moderate is a masquerade in its trueat
sense.

Did you watch, or better yet, liaten to the
answers of the questions asked during the
debate? Andrew Raczkowski has the grasp of
the issues and has specific anawers to these
concerns that will face our community.

In your endorsement article, it looked like
the quotes were taken directly from Andrew’s
mailer and from his responses in the debate.

Andrew Raczkowski has the end t
of the Farmington Hills Police, the Michigan
State Police, Central Michigan University, the
Oakland Sheriff, the Michigan Chamber of
Commerce, The Detroit News, and the list
goes on.

Dibert draws his support from Wayne
County, Clio, and Madison Heights. Does this
sny anything about Andrew’s integrity and
ability to effectively represent our community?

T'm just glad the voters based their decision
on who is best qualified, not your endorse-
ment.

Bill Smith,
Farmington Hills

Whole language hooey

s even years ago, & new K-8 language
arts d

This time, can tenchers who know that sys-
tematic phonics works best speak freely
against the status quo without recrimination?
Ie this committee open to scriously looking
at programs that are proven to work based on
longltudinal ntudicn? Or do nnly thasc who
8poW thed of ch d

hands-on lenming, gct to bo heard?

If critical thinking skills are used by this
committee, they will have to choose a knowl-
edge-based curriculum, taught directly, with

specific skills and knowledge itemized for each "

grade level. Accountability will be established
for all stakeholders, and the money well-
spent,

It's timo to be pragmatic about how and
what our children learn. Romantic educational *
notiona that don't translate into solid academ-
ic achievement, must be condemned.

Patricia A, Alspach,

Farmington Hills:

Hills cops stay busy

n behalf of my neighbors on Copper
Creck Lane, I would like to thank the
Farmingt

Was appr Conse-
quently, whole 1 invaded our eleme
tary curriculum with its inventive spelling,

word guessing, and developmental learning.

In 1989, not one school in the cnhm Eng-

recent early-morning monitoring of traffic on
our street. Within a span of 1 1/2 hours the
officer was constantly issuing speeding tick-
ota,

gorty Road, north of 12 Mile, motorists have
found a speedy shartcut through our small
borhood. Many of these drivers live in

lish king world had i .

wntmg, or spelling achicvement by using

whole 1 ideology or methodology. In

1996, this is still true. ud]mnlng subdivisions,

Whole language has cost us much more
than new beoks and teacher training. Salaries
and benefits for 13 additional remedial read-
ing specialist are another expenditure.

Rending Recovery personnel had to be
trained and hired because too many childicn
didn't learn to read with whale language.

Financial statements don't reflect the thou-
sands of dollars shelled out by Farmington
parents for tutors, workbooks, and after-
school academic programs such as Phonics
First and Sylvan Learning Centers.

The balance sheet doesn't count the cost of
demoralized children who haven't learned
basic academic skills, despito faithfully
attending school. Schools blame the parents
and the students for academic failure, w}nle

i ing aolid evid that their ed

They have every right to uso our street.

They do not, however, have the right to exceed [},

the 25 mile per hour speed limit, Tho lack of

sidewalks necessitates using the strect to got .

to school bus stops. -
Our middle and high school students wnlk

in darkness ds cara whiz by at specds up to 40 :"

miles per hour. Fortunately, our little ones
make their way to bus stops In daylight,

To the Farmington Hills Police Dopart-
ment, we say: Come back any time. If you
thought tho morning hours were filled with
apeeding cars, we encoursge you to coma by
between 5-8:30 p.m. You'll be just as busy,

. Anna Burrlsou,:“
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SUDURBAN COMMUNICATIONS CORFORATN)N

PHIUP POWER, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

OouR M{S&IOH: 'Btcauae we publish community newspapers, we think about community journalism

its closing with the foss of about 100 Jobs.

Marll.s Fedraw finished third with n timo of 13:44
to help f on beat Livonia’ 37-
42, in high school cross country action.

inaft
mdﬂpmdent from fhc stories and iti

JOHN REDDY, VICE PRESIDENT/EDITORIAL

RICHARD AGINUAM, PRESIDENT

£ ly differcnt way than our bigger competition. They consider themselves to be
they cover, P

in to write the unusual or

sensational and then dashing off to cover something clse. We regard ourselves as bo:b accurate
Jjournalists and as caring citizens of the communitics where we work.”

— Phll:p Power

Hills Police Department for their |

Duo to the extremely heavy traffic on Hag- . .




