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Neuw. state board
policy adds little
to secure quality
of public education

he new policy approved on Oct, 24 by tho

state board of education that “empowers

and encourages public schools to provide
character education” ndds little of substance to
its mandate to secure quality public education in
our state.

State Board of Educntion president Clark
Durant has been touting his desire to include
Bible stories in the public school curriculum, as
if these could solve the problems of juvenile
crime ond drugs and increasc test scores for
Michigan students,

Teaching character and values in school is
‘nothing new. In fact, values always have been,
and continue to be, taught by capable, caring
educators throughout our public school system.
What public school student has not been taught
the value of sharing, respect, truth or helplul-
ness? One might argue that it is unnecessary for

- the state board of education to spend its valuable
time and encrgy, and our tax dollars, passing

" resolutions to tell educators to do what they are
alrendy doing.

Nonetheless, the new “character education”
policy challenges ench district to identify values
which are appropriate for secular, public educa-
tian. Proposals have been offercd by the West
Bloomfield schaol district, Arthur Ellis and
Dorathy Beardmore which recommend a list of
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When she was a
high achool under-
classman in Trenton,

Karen Dalossandro, W4 country disc Jockey

Deejay likes being a country girl’

A ‘Country has the most loyal fans to Its music

artists.’

Karen Dalessandro
—dise jockey

Karen Da dro
looked wistfully at
the seniors in the broadeosting class
which operated out of the schaol
funchroom. It looked like they were
having so much fun.

“I thought it was so cool, I couldn't
wait to be a senior so I could take
this clective clnss,” she said.

As fate would have it, budget cuts
put an end to the “acniors only” clasa
the yeor she was eligible.

“I'was so bummed,” sho said. “But
at the same time, I started paying
attontion to deejays on the radio.
There was only one woman in the
Detroit market then, Karen Savelly.
She is still my idol today.” .

Despite that missed opportunity
in high school, Dalessandro, of
Farmington Hills, has carved a suc-
cessful carcer in radio over the past
15 years.

After high achool, she was an
early enrollee of the then fledgling
Specs Haward School of Broadcast-
ing. There, over six months, she

perfected her speech, breathing
techniques, ond the finer points of
being an on air personality, as well
as leting an unpaid i hi
at WNIC-FM in Dearborn.

To cover tuition, she worked as a
bank teller, practicing her radio
voice with customers at the drive
through window.

“It taught me what I needed to
know to go out and do it,” said
Dalessandro, whose upbeat person-
ality is the same on and off the air.

After 16 years on the radio in for-
mats ranging from niternative rock
to top 40 tunes, in time slota varying
from morning sidckick to afternoon
drive time host, Dalessandro has
found a home for the past year at
WWWW Country (106.7 FM) in
Detroit, from 3 p.m: to 7 p.m. weeck-
doys.

This isn’t her firat job at a county
station. Her first paid job in radio

was on WSDS, a country station in
Ypsilanti. When a Lansing rock sta-
tion offercd her a 7 p.m. to midnight
shift, she jumped. At 20, country
music wasn't her thing.

*I grew up on rock and roll, [ loved’

it. And Lansing was not a bad place
to be. It was o college town. I was

tho same ago os the students from®

Michigan State.
having fun.”

In retrospect, she's glad she made
the move north to a smaller market
where “I could make mistakes that
could've been detrimental in a larger
market.”

Another plus associated ‘with that
move, she met the man who would
become her husband, He was morn-
ing music director at the Lansing
station. When the atation was sold
two yenrs later, she decided to move

It hit me, I was

on. -
WHYT in Detroit offored her a
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chance to spin top 40 tunes. Then it
was on to WDTX for 6 years giving
listeners alternative music, and vor-
ious other formats as the station
was sold again and again.

“I managed to survive,” said
Dalessandro. “I went to different
time slots, different formats. Most
of the changes I got moved into’l
was thrilled with.” o

There was a two yenr period in
the early ‘008 in Chicago, a move
prompted by her husband's music .
promotions carcer. There she found
a job with WKQX, as morning man
Mark Good's sidekick.

“The difficulty with a new market
is that they don’t know you. You
have to pay your dues again.”

Soon the couple was back in
Detroit, where Dalessandro did
some evening shifts at WKQIL .

“I thought I was auditioning for a
job for them, but WYCD heard me. T
got a call from them and a job offer.”

Initially she was leery. She wasn't
familiar with country music. :

“My husband told me to go in and
listen. The new country music is
pretty hip. The first artist 1 heard
was Garth Brooks live. He was
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Beautiful Skiwear

Perfect Anywhere

SKIWEAR
" Mas combined the
technical features
that work in extreme
conditions while
maintaining a
‘leadership role in the
ski fashion world,
offering sophisticated
fabrics with rich
colors, accented with
detailed trim.
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we'll give you

you make an additlonal deposit
and bring In a copy of this ad. In
the case of FirstRate Fund cus-
tomers, make a deposit of $5,000 and we'll
give you this special ‘rate on your entire
balance if your new balance is $10,000
or more. And it only takes $1,000 for
Conncctlons Savings customers,

So stop by any First of America Bank
office or call 1-800-222-4FOA to open
your account by mall.

First of Amerlca, We're the bank that is
working a little harder foi- you.




