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Hawks prepare for playoff foes

BY DAN O'MEARA
STAT? WANER

Having been in the state play:
offs 15 times now, you'd think
nothing would surprise Farming-
ton Harrison foatbalt coach Jahn
Herrington.

But there’s a firat time for
everything, cven after 26 ycoars
a8 a head conch.

Herrington and his assistants
spent a good part of Sunday
preparing to play the wrong
team in the first round of the
Class A playofYs.

Due to a slight mlscalculation
in point totals, the conching stafl’
thought South Lyon would be
the Harrison opponent and com-
pleted 6% hours of preparation at
8:30 p.m. Sunday.

At his appointed time that
evening, Herrington' then called
the Michigan High School Ath-
letic Assacintion to confirm the
playoff pairing.

A woman at the MHSAA office
“said we'd be playing (Detroit)
Chadsey,” Herrington said. “I
snid ‘What? When [ heard that,
1 ubaut fell off the chair,

¢’'ve always been right.

e ]
[} FOOTBALL
There have been times wo told
opposing conches they were play-
ing:I us, and they didn't believe
us.

So it was timo to take a deep
brenth and start over,

“(Assistant coach) Steve Dol-
loway had drive to home and got
all the stuff on Chadsoy,” Her-
rington said. “We had all the
material; we just hadn't done the
report

“The JV coaches wero scouting
Brother Rice (in the Cuthollc
League Prep Bowl at the Silver-
dome), Thoy saw the cars were
still here and made tho mistake
of coming in.

“I kept them here until 1 am.
to get it all done, It was a unique
experienco in all our years of
conching.”

For the record, the Hawks will
play the top-seeded Explorers at
1 p.m. Saturday at Martin
Luther King High School, Both
teams aro 8-1.

Thia will be the second time
the teams have played, and Her-

rington will no doubt have a look
at tho film of the 1994 game.

Harrison defeated Chadsey in
tho first round two years ago, 14-
6, cn route to winning the Class
Atitle.

“They look very much the
same,” Herrington said, adding
the Explorers have big linemen,
a Big Ten prospect at wide
receiver and a goad running
back. “They have more speed
and are bigger than anybody ,
we've played.”

“We don't know aa much about
them as I wish we did. You know
they beat some good teams to
have a loss and still have the
highest point total.”

Chadeey won its first aix
gamea bofore losing to Public
Schoot Leagu: Denby,

me of (former Harrisen tailback)
Jason Granger, although I don't
know if you can put him in the
samae class,” Chadsey coach
Charles Spann said.

Hubbard, however, plnyl:d lit-
tle if at all in Harrison's two
scouting trips againet Redford
and Detroit Cody. | .

“He hurt his ankle against
Redford after three plays, and
thoy kept him out to get him
ready for the state playoffs,”
Herrington said, “I've heard ho'a
a dynamite back, but I've never
seen him play.”

Junior left-handed quarter-
back Tony Shields (6-3, 180) has
good upead, a nlrong orm and a
fine receiver in sonior Ronaldo
Hlll (6-10, 1’10) a brnther of

State d bac]

28-16. In thu seasen opener, the
Explorers defeated PSL runner-
up King, 20-19,

The Explorers are led by
genior running back Chris Hub-
bard (6-7, 176), He has rushed
for over 1,000 yards for the sec-
ond straight year and has scored
nearly a dozen touchdowns.

“He's a good back who reminds

Raymond Hill.

“They're big at all poaitions,
but I think we match up well,”
Herrington said. *The key will be
to contain Hubbard, the speed of
the tailback, but we have to
make sure Renaldo Hill doesn’t
get deep on ua”

Harrison offense finds way to get job done

BY DAN O'MEARA
BTAFF WRITER

The Farmington Harrison
name atill carries weight in the
high school football playoffs, but
the Hawks certainly aren't tak-
ing anything for granted in this
year’s tournament.

After winning its laat six
games to qualify as the No: 4
seed in Class A Region 3, seven-
time state champion Horrison is
just glad to be in the 16-team
field.

“We want to go as for as we

can and have n8 much fun as we
can; that's our goal right now,”
Harrison conch John Herrington
sald.
“We're pleased to be there
again, because people thought,
when Jason Granger left, he was
our whole team and we wouldn't
be able to qualify. I'm happy the
kids came through.”

Dotroit Chadsey will play host
to the Hawks at 1 p.m. Saturday.
The gamo will be played at
Detroit Martin Luther King

High School,

The Hawks have reached this
point with another solid defense
and an offense lacking super-
stars but good enough to average
27 puints per game.

“Qvernll, we've done what we
had to de to win,” Herrington
snid. “"Either the defense or the
offense has stepped up and done
the job. .

“This ia a fun team to coach,
because the kids have alwaya

come to play, We have no partic.

ular stars but some outstanding
players, and we have really
played as a team.”

Offensively, the Hawks have
done the job by committee or had
a big game from a different play-
‘er on a given doy.

Senior quarterback Kevin
Bambenek passed for 265 yards
and a touchdown againet Livonia
Franklin, and senior upback
Nick Shaicb rushed for a near-
record 304 yards and two TDs
Saturday es Harrison defented
Detroit Country Day, 34-27.

“I wouldn't sny they don't have
big-play people,” Chadsey conch
Charles Spann said. “They're a
good team that's used to win-
ning. Consequently, we still fecl
we're playing a good team.”

Shaieb’s yardage was the sec-
ond-highest, single-game total in
school hiatory and a big surprise
since Harrison rarely gives the
ball to the upback.

It was a shock to me as much
as anybody,” Herrington said.
*“Wo ran him and it worked, so
we kept daingit. -

“We had good blocks by (Fran-
cis) Gojeaj and (Brett) Foster.
Other times they pinched the
middle, and Nick had the ability
to slide outside and go around
the end.”

The Hawks have been success-
ful without an outstanding tail-
back, which is almost a tradition
and a focal point in Harrison's I-
formation offense.

Shaieb is the leading rusher
with 677 yards and nine touch-
downs on 69 carries. Including
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Shaicb, the Hawks have used
five different tailbacks. Chris
Ghannam (71-238-3), Sean Sors-
ficld (43-185-1), Chris Knox (32-
102-1) and Matt Reed (19-109-2)
have played the position.

“We usually have somebody
who's a 1,000-yard rusher, so
we've had to ook at different
ways of moving the ball,” Her-
rington said, “It’s been a year
when we've had to pass some-
times and run the fullback, too.

“At this point in the year, we'll
just run the plays we've run and
see what works. ‘We'll see what
kind of wenther we get and what
we can do.”

Bambenek has compleed 64 of
115 passes for 1,034 yards with
eight TD tosses and five inter-
ceptions. Ricky Bryant has
caught 17 passes for 405 yards
and seven TDs. Mike Hoad (11-
232) and Sarsficld (10-172-1) are
next line as receivers.

The 27 points allowed last
week pushed Harrison's points-
allowed average to 8.4 per game.

Shamrocks always-
threat to win it all

BY STEVE KOWALSKI
STAFF WRITER

If you think Detroit Catholie
Central's scoring drives on the
football field arc simple, you
should sec how coach Tom
Mach gets to and from work.

Mach’s coaching personality
is reflected in the car he
drives: o rusted-out 1977 GMC
pick-up truck., He bought it off
his father-in-law about 12
years ago with 80,000 miles on
it.

“Now it's got 82,000, laughs
his assistant conch Roy Dudas.
“Ho drives about two miles a
day, 2% when he gets gas.”

Mach drove the pick-up Mon-
doy night to an all-state meet-
ing where there was valet
parking.

“] gave the valet guy $1 and
he gave it back,” Mach said,
laughing. "Ho must have felt
sorry for me.”

Like his beat-up old ride, his
football team usually makes it
to its final destination. The
Shamrocks are tho defonding
Class AA state champions and
have reached the finals four
times in this deeade, winning

\ree.

The Shamrocka won their
final four games to finish the
regular geason as the No. 4
seed in Region 3 with a 7-2
record.

Standing in the way of
another playoff run is No. 1
eced and undefeated Westland
John Glenn, which hosta the
Shamrocks in a regional semi-
final game at 1:30 p.m. Satur-
day.

Everyone who thinks of CC
o8 invineible forgoets the Sham-
rocks have had to sweat out
several of their victories during
their fabulous run in the "90s.

There was the overtime win
over Detroit King in the 1991
state semifinals.

How about 1992? There was
a late field goal to beat Troy in
the regional final, followed by
the overtime victory over Utica
Eigenhower and a comeback
win in the finnls against Segi-
naw Arthur Hill.

The Shamrocks didn't have
it casy last year cither, holding
on to beat Livonia Stevenson
14-6 in a regional semifinal
and rallying in the fourth
quarter to beat Troy 21-14 in
the semifinals.

The only close playoff gameo .
the Shamrocks have loat in the
‘808 was the '81 championship
game won by Saginaw Arthur
Hill.

Mach thinks Glenn is as
formidable as any of thoao
teams.

“They have a good bnlance, :
strong linomen and spoed in.
the backfiold,” Mach sald:
*“Their defense puts a lot of~
pressure on you, has good pur:
suit and gets ta the ball well.” --!

Glean's G-foot-6 junior quno-n
terback Justin Berent concerns.!
Mach. Berent also has a tall
and fast receiving group, led by~
6-3, 195-pound David Jarrotty+
and tight end Jon Becher (640
217). -

“We're not going to bat a lot
of passes down,” Mach said,
“We havo to put pressure on
him. He drops back and sees
the whole field.”

The Shamrocka have
outscored their opponenta, 201-
74, including 89.13 the last
three games, The offense has
come on, but it's the defense
that's been tho constant.

Lending the way is 6-4, 260-
pound all-state candidate Gino
DiaGiandomenico, a senior
tackle, with nine sacks.

The linebacking unit is led
by senior Milam Brooks, who
has a team-high 88 tackles.

The Shamrocks have a shifty
tailback, senior Greg Alcala,
who has gained 663 yards in
114 carries with four TDs,
Senior quarterback Greg Call
does whatever asked, running
for 278 yards in 87 attempty
with four touchdowna and com>
pleting 31 of 69 passcs for 33‘
yards and two TDs. X

“He’s a winner,” said Mnch,
who playfully knocked his ownl
playcalling. “He's thrown for,
500 yards, counting little
league and high school.” .

Parkstone Small
Capitalization Fund.;

The #1 Ranked
Bank Managed
Mutual Fund.

Proof we work a little harder: a Mutual Fund that ¢
works a lot harder. The Parkstone Small
Capitalization Fund is the #| ranked bank
managed mutual fund over the last 5 years,
as reported by Momingstar. (Ranked #I .
of 124 top-performing bank managed
stock funds based on annualized total
return for the five years ending 9/30/96.)*

Call 1-800-500-7175 to arrange for a
Free Investment Consultation.
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