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Rice gets another chance in playoffs

BY MARTY BUDNER
BTAFF WRITZR

Birmingham Brother Rice has
an unparalled football playofl
tradition.

The Warriors have won four
state championships and have a
21.6 postseason record.

But with all that glorious his-
tory, Rice is in a playoff slump.

The Warriors have lost their
Iast three state playoff gamea.

Rice lost to East Lansing, 24-
10, in the 1891 Class A state
chnmpmnshxp game. In 1993 and
1984, the Warriora were dealt
humbling one-point defeats in
playoff openers by Birmingham
Seaholm (14-13) and Berkley
{20-19), respectively.

Brother Rico hopes to end that
skid in the tourney opener set
for 1:30 p.m. Soturday at Grosse
Pointe North High School.

Both teams enter the game
with 8-1 overall records,

North, playing post-senson
football for the fourth time-in
school history, expects to give a
strong showing with its power-
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d offense that g
nearly 30 points a game,
e know we're going to have
n game on our hands, The way
things have been going for us we
can't overlook the first (playoff
game),” said Brather Rice coach
Al Fracaesa, “We sure wauld like
to break out with a win in our
first game.

“We certainly don't want to
make Grosee Pointe North say
this was the best game in the
history of their school like we did
for Seaholm and Berkley.”

Grosse Pointe North lost its
first playoff game last year to
Royal Oak Kimball, 35-0. The
Norsomen split two playoff
games in their previous playolf
appearances {n 1985 and 1986.

North, which finished second
in the Macomb Area Conference
Blue Division to Warren Mott,
enters the game with confidence
and crndcn!m!s

“We feel good nbout the play-
offs; wo know Brother Rice has
an outstanding team,” said
Frank Sumbera, head coach at
North for 16 years, “As so many
people always say, you have to
go through Brather Rice to win
(in the playoffa) and here we're
playing them right off the bat.

“We were in the playoffa last
_yeor with a 7-2 record; and we
were a team of mostly juniors.
Qur skilled players aro basically
all seniors.”

North ia led by bullish tailback
Leonard Harris and seasoncd
quarterback Steve Champine.
Harris has rushed for 1,968
yards and scored 26 touchdowns
while Champine, who has been
the starting signal caller since
the middle of his freshman sea-
son, runs the offense with skill.

*“We're basically a running
toam,” said Sumbera, “We have
a good tailback like Brother Rice
does. Leonard Harris is a good,
quick, strong powerful runner.
He has very strong legs,”

Brother Rice hit a brick wall in

Sunday’s Catholic Leaguo cham-
pionship gamo againat Catholic
Central. The Shamrocks, playing
for o state-playofT berth plus the
league titlo, dominnted the game
and handed the Warriors their
only loss of the senson, 28-0.

Fracassa said his job this week
is to get his Warriors thinking
about North.

“I'm happy our scoson didn’t
end (against CC). You kind of
have a chance to redeem yourself
now,” said Fracassa, “Catholic
Central was superb against us,
Thoy maybe had a bit more
incentive, knowing they would
make the pluycﬂ's with a win.

“Now we have to erage that
loss and get ready for n new sen-
son. We feel we're in n very
strong region. There are a lot of
good teams out there,”

Brother Rice is led by senior
Eric Marcy, who's had a strong
season in his first full year at
quarterback. He has thrown for
more than 1,200 yards, including
nine touchdown pnssen.

Colts eliminate Shamrocks from tourney

BY STEVE KOWALSKI
BTAPF WRITER

Being new at schoo), probably
the best way to make fricnds on
the soccer team is to be a play-
maker,

So jt's no wonder Justin Coffey
fit right in with his ncw team-
mates at Troy after his family
moved to the area over the sum-
mer from Pittsburgh, Pa.

The nifty dribbler set up his
biggest goal to date on Tueaday
as the Colts bent Detroit
Catholic Central, 1.0, in o Class
A quarterfinal game played at
Macomb Community College.

Junior midfielder Brian
Larkin completed Coffey's cen-
tering pass to break a scoreless
tie with 29:43 remaining in the
second half. Larkin's shot from
about 15 yards cleared the head
of CC gonlkeeper Matt Kessler,
who didn't have much of a
chance.

The lend stood after a goal by
CC late in the game was nulli-
fied due to an offsides call.

“He's a playmaker, with good
vigion, very unselfish,” Troy
coach Carlos Wheatloy said of
Coffey, a junior midficlder.
“When kids move in, you always
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hear stulf from the mom or dad
that he's the best player... But
he'a living up to the accolades
that preceeded him.”

Coffey raced down the side-
lines with the ball and his top
priority was finding an npen
teammate,

“I lifted my head and was
lucky enough to got the ball to
his feet and Larkin made a won-
derful finish,” said Coffey.
“What's so special about this
team is this is a real tight group
of buddies on and off the field
and thoy ve made it nmm\r to
adjust.”

The Colts, 18-2-3 overall, will
play in their first semifinal semi-
final game at 7 p.m. Thursday at
Grand Blanc. CC bowed out with
ita firat regionat title and a 13-7-
2 record.

After an evenly-played 80 min-
utes of soccer, what it came
down to was Troy's gonl counted
and CC's didn't,

The Shamrocks appeared to tie
the score at 1-1, but a goal by
senior midfielder Mike Martin
with abaut 8:45 remaining was
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d becausc the referces
ruled he was offsides. Martin
had scored on a rebound off a
shot by teammate Casey Cook.

The referees indicated that
three CC players were offsides
on Cook’s initial shot, but it
yvou]d have counted hed it gone
in.

Once Martin touched the ball
after Sawyer mode the save, the
play was dead, according to ref-
cree Jim Charbenenu, Sawyer
was the only Troy player
between Martin and the goal.

“If the first shot went in, it
would have been OK,” Charbe-
neau explained. “But if a player
in the offsides position secks to
gain advantage on a rebound off
the gonlkeeper or goalpost, the
goal does not count,”

CC coach Dana Oraucei didn't
argue the coll long.

“From where I stood, I couldn’t
tell,” Orsucci said. “It's a little
hard to swallow. They didn't
make a call (offsides) all day and
the one thoy did went against us,
© “But it was a great year and
we set a new tradition here. 1
had excellent support this year
from my conches (Kevin Tuite
and Aaron Brown). I'm disap-
pointed, but we nccomplished a
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lot. There's a lot of pride on this
team.”

Tony Moucoulm. who had a
good opportunity tipped over the
crosshar by Snwycr with 16 min-
utes remaining, was one of eight
Shamrocks playing their final
high school game. Larry Schmid,
Ryon Haight, Brad Winslow,
Mike Graff, Martin, Mike Juarez

-oand Brian Lindsay are the other

PRIMESEAR’

seniors,

“They're a good team, good in
the nir, but what’s hardeat is
when you know you're better
than the team you lost to,”
Moucoulia. “If you look at the
second half, we completely domi-
nated and got unlucky. I'm not
going to say the refs were right
or wrong (on the aoffsides call),
but it's hard when that hap-

pena.” .

With Troy already ahead 1-0,
Cook saved another potential
Colts’ goal as he cleared the ball
away after it had gotten past
Kessler. The Shamrocks wish
somecone would have been as
alert on Larkin's goal.

“I  basically came in
unmarked,” Larkin said. I was
surprised to see the ball with no
man on me. Sometimes peaple
slip through.”
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Your dockor or your health msuvance?

If you choose your insurance first, you'll never know,
which doctor ycﬁ will get to use. Be sure the basket you're putting your eggs
into will allow you to see a doctor you will trust with your family.
Henry Ford is recognized for top physiclans In Cardiolagy, Neurosurgery,
Bone and Joint Repl and Organ Ti L
So, come see a Henry Ford doctor before you choose. We're easy to find;
th:rt.'s usually a Henry Ford Medieal Center |ust across the road.

- Call 1-800-655-6568

For more Informatlon or to schedule an appointment.
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* We understand more than medidne.

Most Incurancrs aceepred, including Aetna, Blue Cron Blue Shicld, HAP, Health Cholce, Medicald and Medicare.

Next-Generation RCA-brand Digital Satellite Systems
Installation is easy—or choose

Sﬁvcral pmgvammmg packages are a;aleable starting at

available through RadioShack. was 499.99.
RCA DS 3330, #16-2538. ACA DS 3130, #16-2538.
Haw Low Price 339.99 (wilhout $200 Cash Back)

$200 CASH BACK
From DIRECTV

n you buy a DSS system and 8 one-year sub-
un mm to the DIAECTV Total Choice Fl?rammmg
package. For fust-time subxnbm MRECTV i3

OIRRCTV 4uaiable only on the DSS system.®

‘ll‘mltd lime offet for new DIRECTV residential subscribers who purchase
nd prepay a non-refundable one-year subscuption 10 the DIRECTY Tetal

Choice uloglimmng 2zl nge Customer must temaia a continuous Tetal

Choke subsariber for 13 menihi. Doe per househctd, Offer details will appear

on the first DIRECTY MJ 0'1(! mre redeemed a4 3 $200 DIRECTY p

\} et o 2 $200 check i
12431196 and may not be (mhmed with 3ny other specia! DIRECTV ofler,
Rardware and wogqu soid separalely. Broadcast networks available

I areas not by W 5. DIRSCTY, 0SS and Tota)
Choice a:e nlll(u! trademarks of DIRECTV, Inc., a onit 6f GI Hughes
(I«tt 08 cf TV prograraming provicets dre trademaiky
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RadicShack.

Yuu ve got questions. We've got answers®

tail pn:e as low as $32.99%* per month,

In:ludmg (plus a one-time chaxge

519)

MONTHS PRIME
VALUE PROGRAMMING
at NO EXTRA CHARGE

a %98 Value!

New subicribers oy, Olfer ends December 31, 1996. Detad in store.

$50 OFF INSTALLATION!

Order PRIMESTAR naw and na&s! $|49 (w instaliation.
ore.

**prices !or momh'[ setviee nwy nq by dmnbulor and tenitory, Does

aol include installation of ge nels, Normal national suggested

seta for installation $199, Inmrln-m olfer foe new subserders only.

BMM testrictions. apply. Broadcast networks avalable orw In aeds nol
red by local network atfibates. togos of T¥ programming pr

nmmm of sespective cempanies PRIMESTAR service g fot mnlab!e

u.m»de 1he conlinentat US.
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