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‘Light up the Sky’ will make you feel warm all over

Farmington Players present
“Light up the Sky,” 8 p.m. Nov. 8-
9; Nov. 14-16, and Nov. 21.23;
and 2 p.m. Sundays, Nov. 10 &
17, at the playhousc, 32332 W, 12
Milc Road (112 mile west of
Orchard Lake Road),
Farmington Hills. Call (810) 653-

2855,

e The

"3 Farmington
N, Players' pro-
duction of
Moss Hart's
“Light Up the
Sky,” may not
exactly set the
heavens
ablaze, but it
containg
enough laugh-
ter and glow-
ing moments to make you feel
warm all over on a chilly
Navember night.
At the heart of its success is a
savvy cast and crew who scem to
well understand hart's love for
the theater and the “dubious
people” he brought to life,

Directed by Cynthia Tupper,
this 1948 comedy looks at n mot-
ley crew of show folk on a jittery
opening night in Boston.

VICTORIA
DIAZ

Swathed in oh-so-clegant tuxes,

silks, satins, furs, and “dia-
monds,” and moking 1948 jokes
about iron lungs, Mortimer
Snerd, and “the bomb." Hart's
ployers are really more aceurate-
ly a cast of caricatures than a
cast of characters,

There's the beleaguered pro-
ducer, his goofy wife, the glam-
orous “stah” of the show, her
“Hah-vahd” spouse, the overly-
emotional actor, the gin-playing
stage mother, the young (idealis-
tic} playwright, the quiet ghost
writer, the wise old showmen,
same drunken Shriners, and one
fez-wearing individun! who turns
out te be a savior (well, almost).

As producer Sidney Black vet-
eran actor Ralph Rosnti does a

good job in a demanding role.
Mostly, he delivers with a kind of
brisk and zingy spark that's
great fun to watch. When, ocea-
sionally, this verve appears to
fade into the Ritz.y woodwork,
his character seems just a tad
tiresome and “talky.”

As his wife, Frances, cute
Suzanne Rogers gets to swish
around glitteringly in enough
“dinmonds"” to light up the sky.
She also gets to deliver tines like
*“Make it fast, will ya bub?” She
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appears to get a genuine kick out
of her character who sounds as if
she's drifted over from a cast of
“Guys and Dolla” production
somewhere, or dropped in from
the funny papers, The fun is
catching.

Playing leading lady, Irene, the
statueaque and talented Mary

.Ann Tweedic scems perfectly

cast.

From the moment she makes
her boffo, bao-hooing entrance,
till the final lines of the produc-
tion, she's a stellar attraction
and an absolute smash on this
stage. Somchow, she manoages to
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appear utterly elegant and abso-
lutely ridiculous at the snme
time, striking just the right tone
for her self-obeesscd — but
charming — character.

Dennis Broadhead is o delight-
ful (though damp?) thespinn, and
Kathleen Monticello a wry,
riotously-funny state mother.
Bob McSweeney succeeds quictly

as a kind of voice of renson, Most
of the time, Thomas E. Adams is
an endearingly-befuddled play-
wright, although, now and then,
he appears to be focused slightly
away from the action of the plny.

Marge Wetzel, Ves Spindler,
Jim Snideman, and Glenn Lacy
round out an able supporting
cast.

THEATER -

Specinl recognition should ;:u. b

to Brian Tupper for his knock

out set design. It's really one of |
the stars of this show, ns are the'

post-war “New Look”™ costumes’

by Barbic Amann, Emily
McSweency, and director Tupper.

Victoria Diuz is a free-lance |

writer who specializes in theater
and boaks.
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THE ART OF THOMAS WILMER DEWING
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Noutrish your love of beanty with the spectacular paintings ereated by American
artist Thomas Wilmer Dewing, one of the foremost painters of the 19th comnry.

“AN ARTIST'S REBIRTH: THOMAS WILMER DEWING IN DETROIT”
Sunday, Novewber 10, 2 par. Susan Hobbs, co-curator of the exhibition, discusses Dewingh tes 1o
Detroit, Free with museum admission, recommended $4 adults, §1 children, members fiee

SYLVAN SOUNDS: AESTHETICS AND MEANING IN DEWING'S ART

Saturdays, November 36, December 7 & 14, 1 aon-1 pm. This class explores Dewings M anid ok
examining his interest in trends in Evropean and American art. Fee: 30 general puli
members, seniors, students $24. Call (313) 8334249 1o register.

Exhibition admission: $+4 adults, S1 childres. membees Free.

FHours: 1T am.-4 pm. Wednesdays-Fridags, 11 a.m.-5 pm. Satundays and Sundays.
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THE DETROIT INSTITUTE OF ARt~

5200 Woodward Ave., Detroit, ML 48202
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NORTH AMERICAN

HORSE
SPECTACULAR

Horser Galore
- Y More...

« ver 20 different breeds of horses

« Continuous Harse Demanstrations at the
indoor arena

« Free carouse] rides for kids of all ages
» Juried Equine Art Show

« Children's Activity Area br Michigan Metro
Detroit Girl Scout Coundil

« Horse Seminars

« Horse demonstrations and seminars by
Batsy Steiner — International Dressage
Competitor

» Qver 200 vendors for unique shopping in
jevielry, clothing, fack,... .

« Horse trailers, RV's and trucks

« Cloggers und vintoge carriage display

NOVEMBER 8-10, 1996  NOVI EXPO CENTER

PARIING - Large Paved Lot
£4.00 ... PER CAR (Ona parking space}
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$1.00 ONE ROLLAR OFF $1.00

ON ONE $6.00 ADULT ADMISSION
993 North American BHeorse Spectacular
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ADMISSION
. RDULTS cecsecrssanse $6.00
KIDS (5yrs. - 12y1s) $2.00
RIDPS (undorSyrs) eeessees FREE

‘The Michigan Horse Council
is proud 10 sponsor the third annual
North American Horse Spectacular.

Novi Expo Conter « Novi » Mkhigan
5:00pm - 9:00pm 10:00am - 900pm  10:00em - 4:00pm
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