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Getting; started on your
home with an architect

Wo are beginning a now
column on architecture
and what it means to the
homcowner. The colum.
nist is rogistered archi.
tect 8tove Sivak. Sivak
‘has been an adjunct pro-
fessor of nrchltocturc at
Lawrence Toch

costly that doing the same with someone who
regularly eats fast food or TV dinners? Proba-
bly yes but ..., but the final product, for thoae
whio like to eat, is infinitely better.

Personally it hos been my experience thot
builders can build with less detail, less spa-
tial interest, less-interesting materials - all of
which add up to less and certainly cost. Some-
where thnm is distinction that has to be made

STEVEN Univorsity in Southficld
SIVAK since 1881,

So you are contemplating a
modification to your home? An addition, a
renovation a facelift or perhaps even the
grand prize — a new home. Once the decision
to do something has been made ~ and that is
no casy task, the next decision is critical: who
to call?

There are two basic routes to follow: The
first is to go directly to a builder and the
other is to call up your local architect. In
going to a builder, you will be in the majority,
and there will be certnin advantages in doing
s0. On the other hand the call to the architect
brings the patentinl of greatness. The call to
the nrchitect means that you may get exactly
what you want and sometimes even more.
Involving a good architect in the process
gives a client access to design skills, apatial
thinking and material-detailing skills that he
ar he would not normally have. These talents
are an integral part of the troifing and edu-
cation of urchnec(s but they are not part of
the skills that bui ()

bet ding and arck In gener-
al, m m'dcr to mnke architecture one needs an
¢ is, unfor ly, not

for everyone, but it need not and should not
be reserved for the rich.

One engoges the advice and skills of an
architect out of a desire to have something
special (not necessarily unusual) to solve
problems that builders simply can not solve.
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2 and 3 bodrooms
1st floor master sulte
2% baths with coramic tile
Complote kitchen appl.

Canton’s Wethersfield,is a must
if you love open spaces.

v

Bay windows

Fulf Basement
Central Alr Conditioning
2 Car Gnrnga

On a recent project in which the h
wanted a second floor built on top of a Birm-
ingham ranch house, two builders told the
homeowners that the new stair to the future
upper floor would need to be placed over the
stair to the baeement ~ which is the typical
location for stairs in most homes.
Unfortunately, that forced the new stair to
be accessed through the dining room. This
location never made sense to me — stairs are
typically in the foyer arca. In the end I
worked very hard to.get a small “J-shaped”

stair to be fitted into the foyer by removing a §

small closet. Sure it was more work in terms
of design and construction, but the final
result allows the stair to be in the “correct”
location. In retrospect this project well illus-
trutca the bcncﬁts of usmg an urv;hltcct and

are taught or tested for in their licensing,

On the other hand, you might not be “house
proud” and using an architect may be o waste
of time and money. You might also be in o
rush and not want to go through the extra
steps that working with nn architect entaits,
qu]ly. you might have the opinion that
with an architect is too costly. More
costly? Perhaps or moybe even probably.
\Vu'\';ld grocery shopping with a chcf be more
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The gingerbread trim, that  porting mante!
lgave a look of elegance and

is ataging a comeback.

“use, is once again adorning

ccenting hallways and sup-

pp h that |
builders and architects wke to solve an iden-

tical problem.

Steve Sivak is a licensed architect in private
practice and an adjunct professor of architec-
ture at Lawrence Technological Universily in
Southficld. He specializes in well-crafted resi-
dential and commercial architecture and can
be contacted at (313) 769-8502.

gerbread style trim

Products designing, is Cumberland

readily available include wooderaft C any, Inec,
beauty to many turn-of-the- doors, mantels, gable treat- oodera ompany, ine.,

century homes and buildings, ments, corbels, brackets, )
spandrel and balustrades Carlisie, PA 17013. A full
Victorian style trim, for ond rails, gazebos, along with  color catalog, with over 175
both exterior and interior highly decorative moldings.
A complete source for | N o
orches, outlining reofs, authentic Vietorian Mill- idens, along with a price list,
work, including custom isavailable for $5.
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Flymouth-Cuntan m:hoo]n

here has naver baen a baltar fime 1o vislt Westmont Village. Luxurious

new homes exceed overy expectation in one of Novi's best locations. And now, |
for a limiled time, we'll include prolessionat tandscaping and a complela irigalion
system absolutely FREE.* Humy in lor the best selection. i

* Chamming village atmosphere  From the:
* Spatious homesites 270,000's

*Bieabiaing dosnor (810) 347-7855
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» Homes under constuction NI

foe quick occupancy

* Walking distance 1o
excellent Novi schools
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- minute gifts, we're here to help.
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forward to your visit.

| .810-901-2500 in

i Yes, we realize that you haven't even enjoyed the
wonderful fall colors or raked all those leaves, but the
Holiday season really is just around the corner.
And if you've promised yourself that 1996 will finally be
i the year that won't find you frantically searching for those last

Watch your hometown newspaper for two of the best
‘holiday guides to the fine art of gift-giving.
B The first will be delivered on Thursday, November 28
" |z-md the second on Thursday, December 12. They'll be filled
with exciting gift ideas for everyone on your list.

No ordering with your fingers crossed from places
hundreds of miles awéy. Just make a shopping list from
these two terrific suppiements and then buy your holiday
surprises directly from local merchants who are looking

Or, i you are really an incurable last-minute shopper,
isn't it:nice to know whete you can go to find some wonderful

gifts? \
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To adverllse In these super hollday supplements, call
313-953-2121 in Wayne County
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