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focus on photography

Keeping your
camera steady is
critical in your
phatography te
produce pictures
that are sharp and
clear. And the
longer the expo-
sure and the
greater the focal
length of the lens,
the more impor-

tant rigidity becomes.
Of course, the best method of keep-
ing your camera steady is by using a
* sturdy tripod. With a tripad, shutter
speed isn't a eritical factor, enabling you
1g cancentrate on the aperture to obtain
the depth-of-field you want. 1f you don't
have a tripod handy and there is noth-
ing else to support the camera but your-
self, some knowledge about how to cor-
rectly hold the camera and steady your-
self will come in handy.
First of all, cup your camera in the
palm of your left hand, using your
thumb and forefinger to operate the
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focusing ring. Your right hand steadies
the camera and your forefinger tips the
shutter. Make sure you dig your elbows
firmly into your rib cage to steady your
upper body. Place your fect slightly
wider than shoulder width, making
yourself into a kind of bipod.

Under normal circumstances, it is
unwise to hand hold your camera at any
shutter speed stower than the feciprocal
of the focal length of the Jens.

For example, you can hand hald your
50mm lens at 1/60 second or faster. But
with a 200mm telephoto, you better use
a shutter speed of at Jeast 1/250 second
if you're going to hand hold your cam-
era. But if low light dictates hand hold-
ing at slower st speeds, try | 5
against a tree or wall to gain added
rigidity. This way, you'li make yourself
into a human tripod. :

Other methods of steadying your
camera include miniature tabletop
tripods, which are casily stowed in a
camera bag and conveniently used on a
car hood, a table or even the ground. A
monaped is a triped with one leg. It's

Steady does it for sharp ph

inexpensive, casily transported and
lightweight, and can furnish adequate
support at shutter speeds more than 1/8
second.

Pisto] grips and “L" brackets, bath
available at your local phota dealer,
serew into the tripod socket of your
camera and will give you a firm, com-
fortable grip, which in turn will steady
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Steady does it
This sharp, crisp
plcture was
captured by
Monte Nagler
by using a stur-
dy tripod for
support. This
unusual tree «
was pho-
tographed near
Blanding. Utah.

your shot. “L" brack-
¢ts can also be used in conjunctian with
your flash unit for a more secure grip.

Using a sandbag or picce of foam
under your camera will provide a solid
base when using a ledge.

All forms of camera support, except
hand holding, should be used with a
cable release. If you'vre without une,
your camera’s seif-timer will do.

BERKLEY
__ 2750 W. 12 Mllo Rd.

==

398-4577

* Steps

Family Owned & Operated

with purchase of Coleman Spa (exciuding Journey)

R 180 Days Same As Cash.

Wilh Approved Credit Previous Sales Excluded

« Ozone * Cover Butler

* Delivery

. UTICA
48270 Van Dyke Highway

gl*
]

739-5333

21 kbe

Mon.,, Tues.,»Thurs.} Fri.
11-7
Sat. 114

p’oye’@:o'.'-';'."""'.‘n".‘iW;‘:‘)‘A','.’.';';';*;’;';';';‘?;‘;‘l;’)'r"t}‘}"f.‘}’}"r‘h",‘;'rhuisdd;b‘nldv'drhb’ob‘)‘,i-1'996'.‘»;‘a'a':'a‘:'t‘x‘:‘t‘t't‘v;nudxhb‘»‘oassmn‘&t‘ccsmnlo

o0
e




