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garden spot

It's stibl ot tan
late to divide some
of the plants in
your garden and
by deing this job
now, they will
Bl Bave time to estab-
PR B lish  themselves

J before really cold
weather arrives,
The plants will
bencfit from divi-
sion; they will e rejovenated ond
healthivr, and excessive growth will be
checked, .

Dot divide thu plants if the weather
in eatremely cobld or wel, Those plants
with fibrous roots, mat- and clump-
toeming rock garden plants, and clump-
furming {stachys, chives) herbs and
those with ehizomes (i.e. Fronch tar-
ragon) con be divided now, Wait watil
spring 1o divide irises, peonies, and
poppics and other fleshy-rooted peren-
nials, .

11 vou have noticed fewer bloams, or
it 4 plant has become woody and it
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loaks as thongh it is dying in the center,
ar if it Jooks crowded, divide it

Always discard diseased, damaged
and ofd woedy roat parts and divide the
remaining partion of the plant into seve
cral smaller anes,

Before putting the divided plants ioto
the Bed, clean up any weeds and
improve the sail by adding campost or
fertilizer as required. After fisming the
newe plants into theie desired location,
water well and then wait for nest year’s
growih for improved performance.

Use a furk ke dig areund the plm\ls.
buing careful not o damage the routs,
and set them aside, Cut through the
woody crown with a spade or knife to

" separate the roots, then divide the plants

into several seetions by gently pulling
them away from the main plant. Each
section should have new shoots. Cut the
old top growth oway and replant the
New seetians,

Hure are several tricks that may help.
1f 3 plant has matted-fibrags roots, sucly
as Hemerocallis, use two forks back to
back, placing them in the cenler of the

plant pnd with a downward mution,
prying them apart. Plants such as asters
or Radbeckia can bu divided by separat-
ing single stems that grow at the edpes
of the ceown and will bave their own
rool systent.

Replant the divisions as seon as pos-
sible so that they don’t dry out, [f, how-
ever, yau wan't be able to replant within
twe hours, dip the plants quickly in
water and put them in a sealed plastic
bag shady area.

Kevp the soil evenly moist for the
next several weeks as the new plants
establish themselves, After the soil
freezes, muleh these new divisions to
prevent the roots fram heaving during
our cold winter weather,

Now while you're out in thv brisk air,
cut the perennials down teaving six
inches of stem at the base, This will trap
the snow and help to insubate the plant
routs, Remove the remaining stems next
spring.

Beautiful grasses and other plants
with interesting shapes or seedheads
can be loft to provide winter interest,

Divide plants and mulltiply benefits

and then cut down when warm weathers
again arrives, Leave the foliage on the
plants that aren‘t fully hardy and
rusove il alsy, in the spring,

Multi-stemmed shrubs can also be.
divided now by pushing a sharp spade
dotvn to sever the roots, which allows
yau to chowse just huw much needs to
be divided. Anather method is to dig the
complete shrub and saw the roots apart
belore replanting. Study the shrubs care-
fully before cutting, so as to get the best-
lsuking divisions,

TIMELY GARDEN TIPS

& If syuirrels are 2 buther, try Squirred
Away. Call (§0) 229-5454 for a free sam-
ple; it's avaitable at many tocal stores.

B Add frost-blackened annuals to the
compast pile,

W Spray an anti-desiccant an braad-
leafed plants and evergreens.

W Clean out dead, diseased vr broken
branches from trees and shrubs.

W Give evergreens and foundations
plantings a good drink before the
graund freezes,

Garage Door
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Stanley product gualily affects millions of
people in as many different ways, every
day. And now — until Nov. 30 — you can
. get a Stanley garage door for less than

« you'd expect.

- Durable stee! enhances safety
and security

» Dovetait design adds strength

Fantastic fall savings :
on Stanley garage doors!
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IFREE Mini Remote;
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.- show you Staniey garage doors
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- Won't warp, crack or rot

= Beautiful pre-painted finish

« \firtually maintenance-free

» Complements any architectural style
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Let Midwest Door & Window

and much more:
- Stanley garage door openers
= Stanley entry doors
« Wood, vinyl and aluminum windows
« Skylights
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Visit our showroom, or
call 313-462-3500
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