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Nichols savors close victory

BY PAT MURPTIY
STAFY WRITER

As returns Wednesday morn-
ing show Sheriff John F. Nichola
in a virtual dead heat with
Domocrat Matt Hogan, the
incumbent made o telling predic-
tion,

“Tho southern tier will deter-
mine the autcome,” Nichols said,
referring to southern communi-
tics where heavy turnout slowed
the tabulating procesa, “I expect
to carry citics like Troy and
Birmingham, but Southfield usu-

olly goes D ie.”

k-and-neck race. The Deme-

When supporters at the Santia
Banquet Hall in Keego Harbor
offered congratulations, Nichels
roupundcd cautiounly, “Not so
fast,” $smd, “let’s see what
hoppens!

Caution was in order, as final
uncertified results show Nichols
the victor by a 2 percent margin.
Nichole pulled 240,728 votes, or
61 percent of the vote, compared
to Hognn's 229,261.

Hogan too was cautious a8

precinct after precinct showed a

Walting patlently: Oakland County Sheriff John
Nichols, bottom left, and his team wait for results fram
the polls.
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crat jumped into the lead when
results from Pontiac went his
way, 12,815 to 2,906,

But the lead narrowed — and
cvenlunlly changed — as resulta
trickled in from chub]lmn

holds like Bi
Troy and Bloomfield. The final
tally wasn't known until carly
Wedneaday.

“I have no vegrets,” Hognn
said. “I lost the race, but I'm no
loser. I fought a heck of a race
for a Democrat in Oakiand
County.

“I met thousands of good peo-

ple,” Hogan continued, “and it
was o positive experience all the
way.”
At his porty at the F.O.E.
Hall in Waterford, Hogan con-
gratulated supporters on a job
well done, “We did a gond job
getting my message out,” he
said, “Now it's up to the voters.”

Throughout the campaign,
Nichols — who turns 78 later
this month — insisted neither
his age nor his health was a cru-
cial issue. *I have the experience
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and the vitality to do the job,” he
said time and time agnin.

As if to underscore his vitality,
Nichola was in his office by 8
a.m. Wednesdoy, a meore two
hours after confirming that he
had won.

“People were waking me up at
home," Nichols said. “Se 1
thought (they) might as well give
me the news hero.”

By winning his fourth consccu-
tive term, Nichols sssured him-
self a unique place in county his-
tory. He had already ticd the
longevity mark of his predeces-
sor, Democrat Johannes Spreen,
at 12 years.

‘Thus, cven without Tucsdoy'’s
vietory, Nichols was tied for sec-

"ond aa the longest serving sheriff

in Oakland County. If Nichols
serves out his fourth consecutive
term, Nichols will be within two
yeara of catching Frank
[rons,who was Oakland County
Sheriff for 18 years, from 1855 to
1972,

When asked about Irons’
record, Nichols shrugged. “I'm
not looking for any longevity

job 1 started.”

That job, Nichols said,
includes looking for new jail
space and initinting some special
units to deal with emerging
problems such as gang activity.

Hogan, who was making his
first, bid for public office, said
there are few, if any, things he
would have done differently.

“I never attacked Nichols per-
sonally,” said the 25-year career
officer with the Michigan State
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for the man, persanally and pro-
fessionally.”

He'd like to have had rndl!e
money, Hogan said, Furthgy-
more, the Democratic Party
could have offered more support,
he said. :

“But I ran an honorable race,
aand I can hold my head high,” hc
said.

As for future political rnm,
Hogan was philosophical. P.pr
the time being, I'm just gcrpx
back to being o good state police

records. I just want to finish the Police. *I had too much respect commander.” -~
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CATHOLIC CENTRAL
HIGH SCHOOL

14200 Breakfast Drive, Redford

Sunday, NOVEMBER 17
1:00 to 5:00 p.m.
All 7th and 8th GRADE BOYS
AND PARENTS WELCOME

EXHIBITS * DISPLAYS
BAND ENTERTAINMENT ¢« REFRESHMENTS

High School Placement Test
Saturday, November 23rd 8:00 to 12:00

Localion: Exit 177, Inkster
Road, off 1-96; North on
Inkster to Lyndon; Right on
Lyndon to Breakfast Drive;
Right on Breakfast Drive.

PHONE:
(3a13) 534-0660




